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TV deir ingegno mlo, dslle fattche 
Parto Primieroi e caro fruao amatOy 
Picciol volumci neUe piagge apriche 
Che BrenU inonda, in si brew' ozio nato $ 
Cos! ti dian benigne ftelle amkhe 
Viver^ quando faro di vita orbato. 
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PREFACE. 



TH E poem, of which a tranflation is 
here offered to the public, has an 
undoubted claim to the attention of all 
poetical readers, efpecially to the lovers of 
Italian poetry, as the offspring of a young 
and fervid imagination, and as it exhibits 
the premature, but vigorous, effuiions of a 
genius that was afterwards to produce the 
Jerusalem DELIVERED. .• 

We are told by the biographers of Taflb, 
and indeed by Taffo himielf, that in order 
to lay the foundation of his future fortune, 
he was lent very early to fludy the law 
in the univerfity of Padua, where this poem 
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iv PREFACE. 

\vas compofed, which he publifhcd at cigh-r 

teen years of age, the whole being written in 
ten months. 

Taflb, in his preface, fays, that he was at 
that time greatly encouraged in writing it, 
by fevieral learned and ingenious friends, 
among whom he mentions Danefes and Ve- 
niero, both which names are to be feen in 
the third * and ninth f books of the '^ork : 

thQ 

* Spiran yive dal lucido metallo 
]Le faccie, ove il valor fcolpito fiedci 
Annitrir' fotto loro ogni cavallo 
Direfti, c cjie c6' pic latcrra fiedc.; 
Indi difcofto poi breve intervallo, 
Ampio, e vago pilaftrq alzar fi vede, 
Oye ne' bianchi, c ben polit} marmi 
Spn fcritti in notp d'oro ?ilquanti carmi^ 

}Aitii Rinaldo la bcU' opra, e'ntanto 
Kupvp ed alto ftupore il cor gli aflale, 
L'opra, ch' all altr^ toglie il pregio e I vantO| 

' Cui Fidia alcuna mai non fece eguale^ 
O'l mio DanefC) ch' a lui fovra or tanto 
^'crge, auanto egli fovra gli altri (ale. 

R;nalpo, Canto III, 
j^ T^i cofe ancor, nia con piu dolce cantq 
^0 gia^ Veniero, a te fpiegar fentitO|| 

E vift9 



PREFACE. V 

tlie iirft is celebrated as ail excclleiit fculptor, 
and the laft for his fkill in poetry and mufic. 

Manib relates, that the RinAldo met 
with Univerial applauibi and diifufed the 
name o/ TzGb throughout aU Italy; that 
it equalled^ ^nd, in fome parti, excelled 
tvery thing of the kind; dn which occadon 
he obferVes^ that ^' nothing left could be 
*^ expeded from tne dawn preceding that 
*' fun which was fodn to bfeak fbirth in the 
** full fplendor of epic poetry.'* 

The fuccefs of this poem,' which Taflb, 
from an apparent defire to emukte Arioflo 

in the choice of a^ patron of the houfe of 
• Efte, had dedicated to cardinal Lfewis (Luigi), 

feems to have determined him to rdinquiih 



£ vifto ufcir dal falfo fondo intatttd 
I marin pefci, ed ingombrar il lito : 
£ quafi aftretti da ben forte incanto^ 
I varl augei per appagar Vuiito^ 
Neir impeto maggior frenare il volo, 
£ fermartifi intorno a ftuolo aftuolo. 

A3 the 



vi PREFACE. 

the dry and laborious fludies to whkh hi$ 
father had condemned him> and to give a free 
indulgence to his natural propenfity for poetry 
and philofophy; which difpofition of his 
mind is iimply and elegantly defcribed in the 
concluding ftanzas of his twelfth book *, to 

which> 

* Cost fcherzando, io rUbnar gia fea 
Di Rlnaldo gli ardori, e i dolci ailanni, 
A^orch' ad altri ftudi il di togliea 
Net quarto luftro ancor de' miei verdi anm ; 
Ad altri ftadi, onde poi fpeme avea 
0i riftorar d'avverfa forte i danni ; 
Ingrati ftudi, dal cui pondo oppreflb, 
Giaccio ignoto ad altrui, grave a me fteflb. 

Ma, fe mai fia, ch'a me lungo ozio ungtorno 
Coaceda, ed a me fteilb ii ciel mi renda, 
Sicch* all' ombra cantando in bel foggiorno^ 
Con Febo Tore, ed i di feTici fpenda, 
Portero forfe, ogran Luigi J intorno 
I voftri onori, ovunque il fol rifplenda. 
Con quella grazla^ che m^ averete infoTa, 
Deftando a dir di voi piu degna muia. 

Tu dell' ingegno mio, delle fatiche 

Parto primiero, e caro fnitto amato ; 

Picciol volume, nelle piagge apriche 

Che Brenta inonda, in si brev' ozio nato: 

Cos} ti dian benigne ftelle amiche 

Viver, quando dm di vita orbato : 

3 Coil 



PREFACE. vu 

wMch, we are informed by his friend Manfb, 
diat he added the two laft ftanzas, as a kind 
of apology for having publifhed the poem, 
contrary to the will of his father* 

But whatever might have been the re- 
ception of Rim AL DO on its firft appearancet 
and though it vras fpoken of in terms of high 
commendation by Pado Beni, a contem- 

Cosi t*accoglia chiara firtna in leno 
Tra quei, delle cui lodi il mondo e pieno. 

Pria, che di tjuel Signor giunga al cofpetto, 
Ch'ho nel cor io, tu nella Frbnle impireflb^ 
Al cui nome gentil, vile e negletto 
Albergo fei, non qual convienfi ad eilb ; 
Vanne a colui, che fu dal cielo eletto 
A darmi vita col fdo (angue ifteflb : 
lo per lui parlo, e fpiro^ e per lui fono^ 
£ fe nulla ho di bel, tutto e fiio dono. 

£i coiracuto fguardo, ondc le coie 
Mirandoi okra la fcorza al centro giunge^ 
Vedra i difetti tuoi, ch'a me nafcofe 
Occhio mal ian, che (corge poco lunge ; 
£ con la man, che ulor veraci profe * 
A finte poefie di nuovo aggiunge, 
Ti purgera quanto pacir tu puoi, 
Aggiungendp vaghezza a i verii tuoi. 

RiNALpQ, Canto XII. 
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vjji PREFACE. 

porary wiijh Ta0b^ and efleemed.one qf the 
rood profoujpd and ekgaAt fcholars qf :his 
age> yet .this poem feems to have fallen .(;nce 
into unmerited negledt with the Italians them- 
felves. Mr. 6arretti> in the account of ^e 
epic pQQts of his countiy^ o;ily iays, that 
*' Taflb, when he was but ii^ctcgj, printed 
" another epic poem> entitled Rjnajldo;" 
and I have been aifured that an Italian writer 
of reputation at t^is day> being converfed 
with on the fubjeA^ declared himfelf ignorant 
that Taflb had ever written any fuch poem. 
The RiNALDOy however, will be foimd> I 
believe, in every edition of the author's 
works. In the year 1724, a French profe 
tranflation was printed at Paris, entitled Re- 

NAUD AmOUREUX. 

Neither Manfo, nor any of Taflb's biogra- 
phers, that I have met with, give us aa 
infight into the fubjed:, or nature of the fable. 
One indeed has faid, that it was formed after 
the plan of the Odyssey of Homer, as the 

Jerusalem 



PREFACE. ix 

J.FRUSA>L£M was of theliiAO:; andnothav*- 
ing at that time feen the work> I too haftily 
alluded to this authority, in my life of the au-* 
thor, prefixed to the iiril: edition of my tranf- 
lation of the Jerusalem ; which error has 
been redified in a late edition. From fuch a 

% 

vague and uncertain dcfcription, the Engliih 
reader might naturally be led to imagine, 
that the itery of the firft poem was con- 
neded with the fecand, and that the prin^ 
cipal hero of both poems was the fame, 
becaufe the charadters of the Odyssey are 
fo nearly conne^ed with thofc of the Iliad. 
But inftead of the hero of the Jerusalem, 
we find the Rinaldo of Ariofto, one of the 
famous Paladins of the court of Charle- 
main, and a detail of the exploits achieved by 
him for love of the fair Clarice, whom he 
afterwards marries^ which marriage is fpokea 
of by Arioflo in his forty-fecond and forty- 
third books. 

There can, I think, be little doubt but 
2 the 



X PREFACE; 

the poem of Rinaldo was» as well as the 
Jerusalem, known to our inimitable Spen* 
fen It is more than probable that the^ftrong 
painting of the valley of Defpair ♦, in the 

prefent 

* Quivi era un'uom, d'aflai Utana iigura^ 
Che foftegno del braccio al mento fea, 
£ con (embianza tenebro£i e fcura, 
Gli occhi pregni di pianto al ciel volgea ; 
In ogni atto di lui gravofa cura, 
£ duol profondo imprefib (i vedea : 
La bocca apriva, e queruli lament! 
Quindi fpargeva in dolorofi accent!, 

Quanto alia valle ria piu f 'avvicina 
II cavalier, piu crefce in lui la penaj 
Tal ch' opprcSz dal' duol I'alma meichina 
Rcggcrii, e refpirar puote a gran pena ; 
Ma pur (bnza arreftarfi egli camina 
Per Tampia ftrada, che la dritto il mena. 
Sin, chc giunto a qu^r uomo, in lui mirando^ 
Sente il martir nel petto ir formontando. 

Giace la valle tra duo monti afcofa, 
Da' quali orribil' ombra in lei deriva ; 
L'aria ivi '1 giorno appar si tenebroia, 
Si colma di fqualor, d! gaudio priva ; 
Com' alcrov' e, quando alma e luminofa 
Fiamma i color non fcopre, e non ravviva i 
La terra ancor di fpogtie atre e fimefte. 
La fronte e' 1 tergo fuo ricopre.Qvefte. 

Sorgon^ 



PREFACE, xL 

prelent juvenile poem, furnifhed the Englifh 
poet with thofe hints which he has fo won* 
derfuUy worked up in the (lory of the red 
crofs knight. The fupernatural fire that 
defends the entrance to the houfe of the en-« 
chanter Bufirane, in the legend of Britomart, 
Will doubtlefs occur to the reader's recol- 
le^ftion, on perufing the part where Rinaldo 
and Florindo pafs through the flame to 
confult the oracle of Love *. Many other 

circumflances 



Sorgon con fofclie e vtlenoTe Fronds 
Quivi ptante d^gnota orrida forma, 
£d in quelle s'annida, e fi nafconde 
Di neri infaufli augelli odioia torma ; 
£ 1' un ftridendo all' altro ognor rifponde 
Con fuon, ch' a luogo tal ben fi conforma ; 
Quel noiofo a ferir va V altrui core, 
Sicche ben par la valle del tlolore* 

RitTALDo, Canto XL 

^ Rinaldo i cafi fuoi piii lircvemente 
Narrogii, e'lifieme poi la via ptgliaro ; 
Ne molco gir, ch' altero, ed emtnente 
11 coUe, e poi lo fpeco ancor miraro : 
•Occupava 1' entrata un foco ar4eiite, 
Mp. coloM^ di forbito acciaro 

GS 
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circumflances may perhaps be found to havtf 
fupplied matter Tor imitatioi^^ and, among the 
reft, the account of the lion tamed by Cla- 
rillo, and killed by Rinaldo, will remind us 
of the lion attending on Una, and killed by 
Sanfloy. 

Some fidions of the Rinaldo have been 
apparently made ufe of by its author, in the 
conftrudtion of his more perfect poem. The 
miraculous bark, that conveys the tu^o knights 
from the Palace of Courtesy *, feems to 

be 



Gli ftiva a dirimpeto in terra fitta, 
E v' era tal fentenza in carmi fcricta, 
A'ieali d'amor conceflb e 1 pafib, 
Agli altri no, per mtzo il vivo foco, 

RiNALDo, Book V. 
Fe dipoi la regina. Alba nomata. 
Per moftrarft cortefe in ogni cofa, 
£ per farfii a coloro arnica e grata, 
Che van cercando ogni ventura afcofs^ 
Una barca mirabile incantata, 
Ch'ella chiamo la barca avventuroiay 
Perciocch* ognun, che in lei di gir ft Ada, 
Seoiprt a qualche ventura in breve guida* 

Senza 
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be the bark^ with the addition of a pilot fromi 
ArioAo, that conveys Ubald.and Charles tot 
redeem Rinaldofropi the thraldom of Araaida« 
Xhe tomb^ Haifed by magic to receive th^ 
body of the (lain knightf in the beaotifull 
though highly romantic tale of the knight, of 

the tomb^, is in. the Je^usai^jbm applbdi 
to a like purpofe in the pathetic epifodi^ of 
the death pf S weno the Dane, The fir e^ at the • 
entrance to the cave ofLove^ and the fubterr. 
ranean ^res btirftin^ forth in the battle be-t 

Senza noccbief, fed dall' incanto (cort^ 
Sen' va la barca per Vaadob mare, 
£ gli erranti guerrier fecur^ porta 
La^ doYe il lor* ardir poffiii moftravCf 

RxNALDo, Book VU« 

f Vpggonq (a dir mirabil co(a} intstntQ 
liCyarfi un graa iepolcro alto dal piano^ 
£ in un momento a qt|e) primiero accanto 
Efler poi meflb da invifibil mano ; 
Si maraviglia ogh' un del nuovo incantq^ 
E lor par caib ini^fitato e ftrano : 
IjO (hipor crebbe, che da lor fii fcorto 
Qja^ervi dentro il cavalier gia morta 

RiNALDo, Book VII. 

tween 
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twcen Rinaldo and Mambrino's knights *> 
may be confidered as the firft idea of a poetical 
fi<ftion to be afterwards fo fplendidly and 
powerfully difplayed in the enchantments of 
Ifmeno* 

The paffage in the fifth book> where Flo- 
rindo gives an account to Rinaldo of his being 
introduced^ difguifed in a female drefs, amongf^ 
the virgins at the games celebrated before the 
princefs Olinda -f, may have been copied by 
Guarini^ in his Pastor Fipo^ Ad II. Scene i • 



* Ma (ftranoa dtr) la via gli vieta, e tagUa 
Foco d'lncanto al rimprovifo forto. 
Simile a quel, che gia Scamandro (cerfe, 
Ch' in cener poi f alto Uion converfc;. 

Rinaldo, Book XD^ 

f Delibera! (feminile vefta prefa) 
Tra le donzelle anch' io mefchiarmi, qu^ndo 
Vengono infieme a placida contefa, 
L'una foavi baci all'altra dando. 
Per poter pofcia (o temfcraria imprefa ? 
Cagion, ch' io fia d' ogni mio bene in bando !) 
Congtunger coUa mia la rofea hocca, 
Onde Amor mille ftrali awenta, e fcocca. 

Rinaldo, Book V. 

where 
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where Mjrrtillo relates to Ergafto a like 
adventure with his miflrefs Amaryllis, when 
he was received as a woman amongfl the 
nymphs at the feftival of Jupiter ; with this 

x, 

difference, that Florindo is known by Olinda^ 
and hanifhed from her prefence, whereas 
Myrtillo efcapes undifcovered« 

Having referred to feveral parages of the 
RiNALDO that feem to be imitated, or were 
afterwards ufed by the poet himfelf, when his 
judgment was ripened, fome of which muil 
be allowed to have great merit, I cannot here 
forbear to recommend to the reader's notice 
the fpirited defcription of the enchanted cha- 
riot employed to carry off Clarice, * in the 

fourth 

^ Mentre Rinaldo ancor vaneggia, ed erra, 
Loftranier colla lancia ikterren fiede, 
Ed ecco, che quel s'apre, e ft dillerra, 
Sicche iino al fuo fondo in giu fi vede. 
Con fpaventoTo fuon f 'apre la terra, 
Ch'al forte incanto la natura cede, 
E fiior (nuovo miracolo tremendo !) 
N*efc« tofto^ (balzandoi un carro orrendo. 

Tirana 
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fourth book» and the account of the difciplino 
cdbfcrved in the camp of Charlcmain, in the 
iixth book *. 

Though 

Tirano il carro quattro aki deftri«ri, 
Tind la bocca di fanguigna fpuma, 
Piu della notte i Aefla oiburi e nert, 
Cui daHe oari il focoaccolto fuma ; 
Cui fimilmente t torvi occhi feveri 
Di Airor fiamma orrihilmente alluma^ 
Che col rauco annitrir^.col fierofaono^ 
Pe' piedi| imitan la faetta e*l tuona. 

RiN ALDO, Book IV, 

^ Paffii Florindo tra Taltere fquadjr^ 
Adorne di valor, di ferro cinte, 
Ed a varie faticbe, opre leggiadre, 
Tutte le vede in util modo accinte : 
Quinci V aaime vili, ofcure cd adre, 
Cui r ozio piace^ Ton cacciate, e fpinte ; 
Quivi Vener' non ha, ne Bacco loco, 
Ne dado infame, od altro inutil gioco» 

QSfivi fi vede fol chi dal forte arco 
Avventi ftrai con certa afpra percofla ; 
Chi di fcudo coperto, e d'armecarco, 
Poggi in loco erto con deftrcfla e poflai 
Chi porti il deftro fiio terreoo incarco^ 
Con licve falto oUra ben larga fo&i 
Chi muovaa manHal feroceaf&Ito 
. Gli alpri piombati cefti> or bafio or altOt 

Chi 
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Though our young poet has intimated in 
. his preface, that he meant to form his poem 
rather upon the model of the ancients, than 
after the rhapfodies of the Roman z a tor r^ 
yet the RiNALDo has but little claim to the 
title of a regular epic, or pretenfion to rank 
with his greater poem ; it has lefs of the epic 
caft than even many parts of Ariofto, being, 
in point of wild invention more agreeable 



Chi con robufta man la fpada giri 
In fiammeggianti rote, o I'afta vibri ; 
£ chi lottando alia vittoria afpiri, 
£ diverfe arme paragon! e lifori : 
Chi cqji gran forza 11 pal di ferro tiri ; 
Chi d'arte milttar rivolga i libri ; 
Chi muova tutto armato il piede al corfo % 
Cly Volga, o lente ad un corfier il morfo. 

Deh, come in tutto or e I'antica norma^ 
£ 4uel buon ufo, e quei bei modi fpenti ; 
Com' or nell guerreggiar diverfa forma 
Si ferba (oime !) tra le Chriftiane genti ! 
Or chi celebri Bacco, o inutil dorma ; 
Chi tutti aggia i penfieri al gioco intent! ; 
Chi ne' piacer Venere! impieghi, e fpenda 
Le forze, e fol de' camp! in ogni tenda. 

RxNALDo, Book VL 



to 
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to the fallies of Boyardo and others of that 
clafs. 

Taflb may indeed be allowed to have here 
improved on the examples of his country; 
for though he obferves no unity of adtion, 
has no artful difpofition of plan, no nice 
propriety or diftinftion of charafier, he has 
at leaft kept one principal hero in view, and 
given us a continued narrative, without any of 
the interruptions that have been objedtcd to 
Ariofto, which objedtion I have endeavoured 
to remove in my laft publication of the Or- 
lando, by digefting the adventures into a 
regular fcries. 

Whatever may be the faults of the Ri- 
NALDO, with refpeft to fable, charafter, 
And other requifites of regular compofition, I 
believe it will be found in the original, even 
by the readers of the Jerusalem, neither 
defeftive in energy of cxpreffion, nor beauty 
of verfification ; at the fame time the whole 

is fo varied with intercfting events and lively 
8 ' imagery. 
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imagery, that it cannot but prove highly ac- 
ceptable to all thofe who are delighted with 
poetical excurfioiis into the regions of fancy 
and romance; to the admirers of ArIosto, 
Tasso, and Spenser ; and it is chiefly for 
the ufe of fuch readers that the prefent vef- 
fion is intended. 
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State of the forces <)f Charlemaln and the Pagans oa 
the plains of Afpramont, after the deaths of Troyano, 
Agolant, and Almontes. Account of Orlando. Rinaldo, 
then very young, being detained by his friends i;i France 
from the fcene of adbion, is jealous of the rifing glory of his 
kinfman Orlanda He quits Paris^ and retiring to a grove, 
laments his fituation : he finds a horfe and armour, and fets 
out in fearch of adventures. He hears of the wonderful 
horfe Bayardo, enchanted in the foreft of Arden ; and refolves 
to undertake that adventure. His meeting with a beautiful 
huntrefs, who proves to be a princefs of the court of Char- 
lemain. In order to make trial of his valour, he, at her in- 
ftigat^ion, fights with and defeats all her knights. 
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LOVE'S plealing pains I fing, when firft his dart 
Transfixed the young Rinaldo*s gentle heart; 
How amorous fires, and third of glory led 
His venturous fteps in danger's paths to tread. 
What time the Moors, by conquering Charles 
fubdu'd, 5 

Though ftrong in courage, weak in battle ftood ; 
While ftretch'd on Alpramont's contended plain. 
Lay Agolant and ftern Almontes flain. 

O mufe ! that oft with me in ruftic groves. 
Haft fung to artlefs notes my growing loves, lo 

When liftening (hades approv'd my tender lays. 
And Echo learn'd to found the fair-one's praife j 
Since now (my verfc to other themes addreft) 
A nobler fubjcft fwells my labouring breaft, 

B 2 * 1)0 
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Do thou with equal warmth the fong infpire, 1 5 

And grant that aid fublimer ftfains require. 

Some future day a mightier talk may claim, 

A tribute to Eftcnfian Lewis' fame. 

Though deeds like his, can afk no mortal rhymes. 

To fend his name to far-fucceeding times, 20 

A name that ftiines, by native worth difplay'd. 

And foars to heaven without terreftrial aid. 

And thou, illuftrious prince ! of honoured race, 
Whofe brow fuch wreaths, whofe heart luch virtues 

grace 5 
Whofe gtory darts around fuch fervid rays, 15 . 

All fplendor fades in their fuperior blaze j 
If e'er thy thoughts from loftier views defcend, 

Vouchfafe awhile thy favouring ear to lend : 
Here may'ft thou fee, in fliadowy fiftion drcft. 
Thy praife perchance by other names expreft : 3© 
But when thy brows fhall wear the triple crown. 
And Herefy Ihall lie by thee o'erthrownj 
When, by thy breath infpir'd, the pious hands 
Of Chriftian peers fhall dare th' Egyptian bands; 
When the flern Ottoman to thee fhall yield 35 

Th' ill gotten fppils of many a fanguine field. 
Then to the trumpet will I change the lyre. 
And with thy deeds and arms my fong infpire^. 

Viftoriou* 
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Viftorious Charles, in many a bloody fight,. 
Had met and quell'd proud Afric's boafted might : 40 
By brave Orlando, on the fatal plain, 
I^y great Almontes and his brother * flain : 
Yet (till the Pagans, though by fortune croft, 
Preferv'd their place in many a guarded poft. 
Which near the feas, or far on land they gainM, 45 
Since firft their arms th* invafivc war maintained. 
]3ut Charles, wholield the field and neighbouring 

Ihores, 
In various parts befieg'd the Pagan powers. 
That oft oppreft in fuch a doubtfijl ftate, 
^refag'd the turn of more difaftrous fate. 50 

Each day Ibme chief their works or lofty wall 
Forfook, and ifTu'd forth, at honour's call, 
To prove in daring lift of fingle fight. 
If Moors with Pranks could boaft an equal might. 
But when the fun withdrew his golden head, 55 

And night o'er heaven her fable pinions fpread. 
Their tropps conjoin'd our fleeping hoft aflail'd. 
To try that fortune, which fo oft had faii'd. 

The palm from all who in the lift exccU'd, 

Of firft in general fight the glory held^ 60 

• Troyano, 

]R 3 Orbndo 
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Orlando won — a youth whofe warlike praife 

Might rival heroes fung in ancient days. 

No knight fo bold, with cuirafs, plate, or mail. 

By magic fram'd, could aught in arms avail 

To meet that force, to which in every field 65 

Might Mars himfelf the prize of battle yield. 

How oft this youth, with fingle prowefs, chac'd 

A thoufand Pagans from the plain difgrac'd ! 

How oft hinifelf through hoftile fquadrons hew'd ! 

How oft with Moorifh gore the earth bedew'd ! 70 

How oft, with anguifli pierc'd, the wretched bands 

Of Agolant eonfcfk'd thofe flaughtering hands. 

By which the braveft chiefs of Afric flain. 

In purple mountains heap'd the groaning plain. 

Soon bufy Fame with rapid pinion fpeeds, 75 

And bears from clime to clime his glorious deeds : 
From fmall beginning greater bulk flie gains. 
And every hour increafing ftrength attains -, 
Yet, mingling truth with lies, ftill changing (hows 
A diflTerent form, nor reft nor flumber knows, 89 
Amidft the many* that her wonders hear. 
She pours the tale in young Rinaldo's ear ; 
His valorous kinfman*s martial worth dilplays. 
And every feat that ftamps Orlando's praife, 

At 
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At once great Amon*s noble fon * confcfs'd 85 

The emulation of a generous breaft ; 

And hence, with heavier weight of grief, he fees 

His flower of youth confum'd in fhameful eafe. 

When ripening manhood call'd him forth to dare 

The toils and hazards of deftruftive war; 90 

Nor longer kad, remote from martial ftrife, 

In robes of peace a fafe degenerate life ; 

Like fome weak dame that toil and danger flies> 

That wields the diftaffi and the needle plies. 

He fears each tongue may thus reproach his name> 

A Ad jufUy tinge his cheek with confcious ihame. 96. 

" Lo ! one whofe hours of thoughtlcfs floch difgracc 

The well-earn'd honours of his ancient race !" 

Such thoughts revolving in his reftlefs mind. 

He left the town and regal domes behind, 100 

Fair Paris' town j where, till that hour, detained 

By fond maternal care, the youth remained ; 

And haftening thence, a verdant mead he found. 

Where flowers of fragrant fcent adorn'd the ground ; 

O'er whofe fmooth furface many a tree difplay^d 105 

Its leafy boughs to form a grateful fhade : 

This wifh'd retreat, from prying eyes apart, 

fie chofc to ealc the forrows of his heart, 

• RiNALDO. 

B ^ H« 
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He fate, and inly fighing, thus exprcfs'd 
The fecret anguifli of a wounded bread. i lo 

Ah ! wherefore fhould not anger, griefj and fliame, 
Whofe blended powers opprefs this vital frame, 
, Confunne me quite, and end thefe haplefs days. 
No longer then the theme of blame or praife ? 
No deed I boaft, whofe merit may efface H5 

The ftain my life muft bring on Amon's race : 
A wretch am I, of all mankind depreft. 
Nor bleft by fortune, nor by virtue blcft. 
Not one fo abjed angry heaven furveys. 
Where Phoebus fhines with mild or fcorching rays ! 
0\ that my happier lot had been decreed 121 

In humble life — no branch from Amon's feed ! 
Why was I not a timorous woman born. 
Nor made the fubjeft thus of others' fcorn ? 
In noble blood, in him who draws his birth 125 

From princely parents of unfuUied worth, 
Dilgrace is doubled — deeper finks the ftain 
Than where the lips can vaunt no gende ftrain. 
Ah ! what avails it now in thought to view 
Thofe honours that my great forefathers knew ? 1 30 
Array'd in fteel behold Orlando goes, 
And hews down fquadrons of the Pagan foes ; 

And 
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^nd with his conquering fword, in crinnlbn dy'd^ 

Bends from her fummit Afric's towcry price j 

While I my hoprs to empty pleafures give, 135 

In eafe and indolence luxurious live ; 

In gilded roofs, amidft the downy plume 

Of fleep immersed, my pt ime of years confume^ 

To a fond mother's prayers and tears rclign'd, 

« 

A date that ill befeems the manly mind 1 140 

As thus he mourns, a neighing fleed he hears^ 
Whofe piercing note aiTails his ftartled ears : 
Sudden^ he turns, and calling round his eyes. 
Beneath the fhade a ftately courier fpies : 
Ty*d to an ancient tree, the curbing rein 145 

Confines his ardour, while he champs in vain 
The frothy bit, and proudly prancing round. 
Shakes his loofe mane, and paws the trembling ground* 
Againft the trunk appeared, with iplendor bright. 
Of gems and gold difiufing mingled light, 150 

A warrior's arms, that fcem'd in every part 
The wondrous work of more than human art. 
Lefs joys the thirfty ftag, by fortune led 
Where the ftream murmurs in its welcome bed ; 
Or he, the youth, who unexpefted gains 155 

The fair-one's fight that caus'd his love-fick pains ; 

Than 
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Than noM th* exulting knight rejoic'd to find 
(Since all on battle ran his ardent mind) 
Thcfe radiant arms, that grac'd the trunk from far. 
Like fome proud trophy to the God of war : 1 60 

Thefe round his limbs the fiery youth difpos*d ^ 
And round his limbs the mail fo fitly clos'd. 
He deem'd fome friendly hand had wrought the fpoils 
That feem'd the produft of Vulcanian toils. 
He view'd, where, painted on a golden field, 165 
A furious panther filled th' expreflive Ihicld : 
Cruel his eye, his hairs like briftles rofe. 
And every gazer's brcaft with terror froze. 
High on his hindmoft feet the favage ftood. 
His mouth and claws diftain'd with reeking blood: ijok 
This fam'd device great Anion's fires obtain'd. 
And fons fucceeding fons in fight fuftain'd. 
And now the glowing youth with eager fpeed 
The bridle loos'd and feiz'd the fnortLng fteed j 
Nor touch'd the ftirrup, but with aftive heat 175 
At once impetuous vaults into the feat^ 
Plac'd on his courier, with fevere delight. 
He view'd his limbs in glittering armour bright : 
Around on every part his eyes he roU'd, 
The fteely breaft-plate and the targe of gold 180 

Then, 
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Then, with ftrong grafp, the quivering fpear hf fhook. 

That many a knight to earth, unfeated, ftruck. 

The fword he left, for ftill in mind he weigh'd 

A folemn oath his ]ips erewhilc had made ^ 

When with his brethren twain (a gentle band) i8j 

He took the rank of knight from Charles's hand^ 

In greateft dangers ne'er in fight to wield 

A trufty falchion in the doubtful field. 

Till fuch a weapon firft in arms he won 

From fome fam'd chie^ in fields of battle known. 190 

Behold him now with partial ardor fir'd, 
Whofe foul to deeds of high emprize alpir'd. 
With fierce impatience wind his mettled fteed^ 
And with the fpur impel his tardy fpeed j 
While rifing hopes his fearlefs bofom warm, 195 

To meet fome peril worthy of his arm. 
He haftes — he flies — and fwifter than* the wind. 
Soon ilTucs on the plain, and leaves the grove behind. 
As when the horfe forfakes his native feat, 
Impeird with vernal (lings of amorous heat, £00 
Nor curbing rein, nor torrents' rolling force, 
Jf pr rocks, nor floods with-hold his rapid courfc : 
So fares the youth, whofe emulating breaft 
The fpur of honour ftill forbids to reft. 

;now 
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^low hcre> now there he wanders, oft reviews 205 
Woods, caves, and ftreams, and oft his toil renews. 

What time the labouring hinds with gladlbme care 
The ox unyoking, to their home repair. 

And from our world the fun declining flies 
Ta paint with coloured beams remoter fkies, a 10 
He enter'd Arden's ancient wood, convey'd 
By fate refiftlefs to this dreary fhade. 
All night he rode, but when with rofeate ray 
Aurora blulhihg gave returning day, 
A fire he met^ of reverend mien, who lhdw*d a|< 
His hoary face by time in wrinkles ploughed ; 
Slow as he pac'd, a trufly ftafF fupply'd 
Its needful aid his trembling feet to guide : 
His fnow-white locks and every fign exprcfs'd 
A pilgrim, long by creeping years oppreft : 22^ 

On young Rinaldo now he fix'd his look. 
And thus in mild and folemn accents fpoke. 
Say, whither goeft thou, by ill fortune led, 
Methinks already I behold thee dead ! 
Since many a warrior, wandering here, has drown*d 
In ftreams of vital blood the fatal ground, 226 

Who durft fo raJhly in his ftrength confide. 
To cope with powers by mortals vainly try*d, , 

Know 
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Know then, this forefl; has a fteed receiv'd, 

Whofe force excels all force of fteeds believ'd 2 ajo 

Than which no land a goodlier courfer fees. 

No land where fummers burn, or winters freeze : 

To fliun his fight, like frighted hares, difinay'd. 

Fell boars and lions -lurk in covering (hade : 

Tlirough crafhing trees his furious way he makes, 235 

Air groans around, and earth beneath him (hakes 1 

Explore, unhappy knight, fome fafc retreat 

Of cave or den — methinks his thundering feet 

Already fill the woods with dread alarms. 

Nor aught with him avail thy ftrength and arms* 240 

For me, if right thefe feebfe members (peak. 

It little boots my fafety hence to feek. 

To extend a life, that every wafting hour 

Awaits the ftroke of death's remorfelefs powen 

So (poke the fage : and while Rinaklo hears, 245 
His generous fpirit owns no abjcft fears. 
But glows with tenfold ardor here to rai(e 
From unexampled deeds eternal praife; 
And to the warning fire he thus returns. 
For high difdain within his bofom burns, 250 

To hear another urge him thence to fly. 
As if he (hunn'd in honour's caufe to die. 

Fly 
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Fly thofc that fear— no noble knight (he cries) 
Neglefts the javelin and the ipur applies : 
The more the peril frowns, he bolder ftahds 255 

To meet fuch peril with determined hands; 
Behold me firm, whatever chance betide. 
To (how by certain proof my prowefs try'd : 
Place me where Phoebus darts his warmeft flame. 
My feet fhould hither ipeed to purchafe fame. 260 

He faid : th* attentive fage with wonder view'd 
Th* intrepid youth, and thus his words renew'd. 

No knight like thee has ever met thefe eyes, . 
My fpeech but fewel to thy zeal fupplies. 
That prompts thee now to feek the glorious meed 265 
Which honour gives for this adventurous deed 5 
And well I deem in thee ere long to find 
A prowefs equal to thy dauntlefs mind ; 
. So fhall thy valiant hands, with Heaven to friend. 
Soon bring tliis arduous talk to proiperous end. 270 
Fate calls thee now thy living name to raife. 
And crown thee after death with deathlefs praife : 
Attend my counfel — when with fcarlefs aim ' 
Thou fingly fcek'ft yon courfer's power to tame, 
(So may'ft thou eafier that dire fury quell, ^75 

By which before fo nruny warriors fell) . 

Ufc 
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Ufe every art to drag to earth the ftced. 
When inftant mildnefs Ihall his rage fucceed ; 
And he more gently yield to thy command. 
That Xanthus fierce to great Achilles' hand. a8o 
Now hear his ftoiy, yet by few receiv'd. 
And when thou hear'ft it, fcarce, O knight ! bcliev'd. 
Brave Amadis of France, through earth renown'd, 
To Oriana fair, in nuptials bound. 
By tempeft driven, with long and dangerous toil, 2%^ 
An ifland reach'd, fince call'd the dangerous iflc i 
That diftant far beneath the freezing zone. 
With other iflands then remain'd unknown. 
The champion there, with years and labours broke. 
This fteed fubdu'd, and thence to Gallia took. 29a 
But when to brighter orbs he fteer'd his flight. 
And left the world to mourn his lofs in night, 
A wondrous chance the fatal fteed befel. 
In thefe black (hades, within a gloomy cell 
By Alquife * kept, whofe magic -working mind 295 
A myftic ipell of ftrange efFeft defign'd \ 
That here detained, no knight by art or force 
Should to his guidance bend the fiery horfe. 
Save him whqfe blood deriv'd its ancient claim 
From generous Amadis of royal name ^ 5C0 

* A great enchanter in Amadis de Gavle. 

And 
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And him whofc arm fuperior might could boaft. 

Or equal his amidft th' embattled hoft : 

And from that hour which faw the magic deed 

Complete, no eye tUl late beheld the fteed : 

Since when, the moon has twice ten times difplay'djol 

Her mondily horns to tinge die nightly ihade. 

.And now by %ns the fated time appears. 

The fated time prefix'd in rolling years. 

To break the powerful fpell, fo ftrpngly fram'd. 

And fee at length the furious courfer tam'd. 3 10 

Nor wonder diat, remov'd to Gallia's clime. 

The fteed ftill lives to this far diftant time : 

While magic charms o'er man or bcaft maintain 

Their potent force, the Parcas hold in vain 

The vital thread, nor can their dreaded power 315 

Abridge th' enchanted life a fingle hour. 

All Nature's laws the magic fcer obey. 

Who Ihares with Nature's fclf an equal fway. 

Thefe woods conceal the cave, where veU'd in night 

The courfer never ftrays to meet the fight : 320 

But lucklefs he whom ralh defii^ impels 

To approach die covert where retired he dwells ! 

Hence muft I part-thou, noble youth, farewell 1 

And if thou hop'ft to break the wondrous fpdl. 
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Forget not this— that when the fteed overthrown 325 
Shall prefs the earth, the palm becomes thy own. 
Scarce had he faid, when fudden from the view 
Midft the thick Ihades the friendly fage withdrew : 
Swift as the fun adown th' horizon guides 
His glowing car to plunge in weftern tides. 330 

Rinaldo wondering ftood, and filent mus'd. 
Like one whofe brain, with feverifh heat confus'd, 
S?es dreadful vifions in his flumber rile. 
Of phantoms never (hown to waking vft^. 

The form that to Rinaldo feem'd a fage ^Z S 

Low bending with the weight of cares and age, 
Was Malagigi, to the champion dear, 
In ties of blood, in ties of friendlhip near ; 
Indu*d with all the powers of magic art. 
And the mild virtues of a generous heart i 340 

Since every hour he fpent of lengthened days> 
To afTift the brave in deeds of virtuous praife. 
He late Rinaldo for awhile reftrain'd 
To eafe inglorious, and in France detained. 
Till dire prefaging ftars their threats Ihould ceafe, 545 
And widi his growing years his ftrength increafe. 
Now paft the threatenings of malignant fkies. 

That oft difmay, and oft impel the wife, 

C The 
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The youth he fent, where on a tree difpos'dj 

He to his fight the wifh'd-for arms difclos'd. 350 

Meantime Rinaldo^ with his fteed^ purfu'd 
A tedious path amidft th' entangling wood» 
In hope to reach^ by track of welcome feet. 
Through ways unknown, the courier's dark retreat. 
At every noife, or breath of ruftling wind, 2SS 

His fancy railes what he ieeks to find 1 
But through the foreft ftill he toils in vain. 
Till evening Phoebus gilds the weftcm main ; 
Then near a fountain fide (of four that fram'd 
By Merlin's art^ were through the region fam'd) 36a 
His fleed forfaking, on the verdant bed, 
Reclin'd at eafe his weary limbs he fpread ; 
Then with the river's tide, and homely food 
Of fruits that wildly grew, his ftrength renew^. 
At mom he rofe, again with eager hafle 365 

Purfu'd his fearch amid the devious wafte ; 
But when Apollo from his mid-day feat 
Had pierc'd the folid earth with fcorching heat. 
He heard, or feem'd amidfl the groves to hear 
The noife of fteeds and hunters in his ear : 370 

Then to the found the youth his courfe addrefs'd, 
Defire and hope redoubling in his breaft. 

7 Suddea 
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iSudden appeared at diftance in his fight; 
A hind of beauteous fomv and milky white; 
That, couri'd at Ipecd, appeared to fly from dedf)ii yj ^ 
With feet o'crweary'd and with panting breath; 
While chilly fweats her feeble fiame bcdew'd : 
Yet fear fo far her feintbg fttength renew'dj 
Still through the Woods her rapid flight (he took; 
And far behind the gazing knight forfook. 380 

He next high feated on a palfi^y view'd 
(That with an arrow's fpeed the chace purfu'd) 
A blooming maid^ in foreign vefture drdtj 
Whofe garb and mien her princely line cbnfefs'd : 
By whom the timorous beaft her wound recciv'di 38^; 
By whom was fbon of hamilefs life bereaved i 
Deep in her flxoulder fix'di with thrilling fmart; 
Through iprinklcd woods (he bore the mortal dart. 
Rinaldo wondering mark'd th' approaching fairj 
Admir'd her faultlefs fhape, her courtly air ; 390 

Her lovely locks, part waving in the wind, 
And pdrt in knots of beamy gold confin'd i 
Her rich embroider'd weeds, that gently prefs'd 
The hidden beauties of her fwelling breaft. 
And, clafp'd above the knees, to view expos'd 395 

tier fiiowy feet in purple buikins dos'd j 

C a tter 
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Her eyes that fparklihg tender glances (hed ; 

The rofe and lily o'er her features fpread ; 

Her ivory forehead, and her lips that fnail'd 

With every fweet that forrow's felf beguil'd. 4CO 

Struck with the fight, the gentle youth amaz'd. 

With filent tranfport on her perlbn gaz'd. 

Not fo, Diana, when Aftaeon view'd 

Thy naked beauties in the cryftal flood. 

He fpeechlefs, with enraptur'd looks beheld 405 

The peerlefs form that earthly forms excell'd : 

Thofe namelefs graces that refplendent fliin'd 

O'er all her fex, and every charm refin'd. 

Swift on Rinaldo's fenfe like magic ftole. 

And feiz'd with grateful force his melting foul, 410 

There fix'd with fudden power Love's mighty throne. 

Where foon he reign'd fupcrior and alone. 

Then thus he fpoke : O ! whether mortal fair, 
Or born of heaven, may heaven's peculiar care 
Watch o'er thy peace, and every ftar that drefs'd 415 
Thy form with beauty, join to make thee blcft ! 
And happy fhall I deem my fate decreed 
For thee to conquer, or for thee to bleed ! 
But fincc it now has pleas'd the favouring (kies 
To give an angel to my ravifh'd eyes, 420 

Q O ! 
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! gracious heai^ and let thy lips reveal 
What yet from me the envious fates conceal. 
That thus thy birth, thy ftate, thy virtues fhown. 
As now thy outward mien and grace are known, 

1 may with honours due thy name ^ore, 425 
And thee, fole Goddefs of my vows, implore. 

As thus Rlnaldo fpoke, a rofy red 
With modeft bloom, the fair-one's cheek o'erlpread. 
So looks the paly regent of the night. 
When windy vapours hide her filvcr light ; 430 

With deepening blufli her features lovelier fliow'd. 
And brighter fires within his bofom glow*d. 
To him the virgin then thefe words addrefs'd, 
Each word a flame and arrow in his breaft. 

Not, as thou deem'ft, am I — O ! gende knight! 435 
Nor can my merits foar fo vaft a height ; 
Like thine, my form of human mould I own, 
And fubjeft live to Charles' imperial throne. 
Yet, great in arms my brother boafts a name, 
That draws from royal blood its lineal claim j 440 
O'er Gafcony, by right of birth commands. 
And now with Charles he wars in foreign lands. 
For me, unfetter'd yet by Hymen!s chain, 
I love the fports of Cynthia's virgin train. 

C 3 I dwell 
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I dwell within a caftle's neighbouring feats 445 

With me my mother fhares the calm retreat ; 
Nor want I what my wifli or rank may claim> 
(Menials and friends) and Glance my name. 
But who art thou» Sir knight ? thy deed^ diiplay^ 
Whofe profFer'd icrvice I with thanks rrpay. 45Q 

To whom Rinaldo thus — My birth I tracts 
From mighty C6nftantihe*s imperial race. 
Who mov'd the feat of rule to Grecian lands. 
And left fair Italy in alien hands. 
Of Clarmont'S blood, my fire is Amoi^ nam-d, 45 j^ 
Amongft the Paladins of Gallia fam'd ; 
Rinaldo am I call-d, whom zeal inipires 
In thy defence to prove a warrior's fires. 

Who knows not of thy fire with honours crpwn'd. 
Of all thy race for feats, of arms renown'd ? 460 

(Feats witnefs'd oft by many ap eye that yiew'd 
The flying foe by Clamiont's fword fubdu'd) 
Of great Orlando, whofe all-conquering hands 
From faithlefs Moors defend the Chriftiaq bands i 
But yet np deeds of thine has rymour fprcad — 46.5^ 
The damfel fpoke, and as thefe words ihe faid. 
Each accent feem'd to rive his confcious breaft ; 
He groan'd^ with anguiih and with fhamc oppreft. 

Inly 
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Inly he rav'd, with psun he drew his breathj 
He iigh'd for feme though bought by glorious deaths 
Till to her mild reproach he thus reply'd, 47 1 

Her mild reproach that touch'd his noble pride. 

I own Orlando's deeds fo far tranfcend| 
That few with him in glory's lift contend; 
But though fb high his matchlefs worth I deem, 475 

* 

(Nor let> fair darne^ thefe words a boafting feem) 
I littl^-i^ar to meet his arm in fight. 
And prove in equal field a recreant knight. 
Would Heaven but grant that now thoife lovely eyes 
Might fee us both dilpute the viftor's prize. 480 

He ceas'd : and (udden round the virgin drew 
Of knights and dames a brave and courtly crew : 
Some ill they fear^d^ fince borne with eager fpeed 
The chace fhe followed on her nimble fteed. 
And left them far behind — ^but when they view'd 485 
In fafcty her, whom anxious they purfu'd. 
Each gliftening eye exulting pleafure fhow'd. 
And every heart with loyal tranfport glow'd, 

Her train (he fkw, and with a (ii^iUng Iqok^ 
To young Rinaldo tumipg, thus fhe fpoke. 490 

If Heaven, brave youth, with fh-ength thy nerves 
inveft. 
And breadie iiich courage in thy oobje bj-eafl^ 

C4 To 
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To meet Orlando*s arm, whofe fingle might 
Boafts every praife that crowns a perfedt knight, 
With him in fields of dangerous Mars to vie— 495 
Here may'ft thou now thy -early valour try. 
Dar'ft thou in combat brave Orlando's hand ? 
Behold my warriors, a determined band ; 
Lpt thefe in jouft beneath thy valour fall. 
And thou, a fingle knight, oppofe them all, 500 

Then fhall I fay fuch palms thy arm has won. 
As well befpeak thee mighty Amon's fon : 
So fhalt thou equal (hine, with fword and lance 
To him, efteem'd the matchlefs peer of France. 

The virgin ceas'd : her grateful words impart 505 
A fudden traniport to Rinaldo's heart. 
Then thus : The tafk thou giv'ft, tranfcendent dame. 
Demands a knight of ho ignoble name ; 
Yet much I hope — if thy all-heavenly charms 
With equal force infpire my feeble arms. 510 

He faid, and wheePd his fteed with rapid pace. 
And flood before the warriors face to face, 
Gaz'd on their martial mien with ardent look. 
Then thus aloud in threatening gefture fpoke. * 

Ye valorous warriors ! no imputed blame, 515 
Nor juft revenge for wrongs, nor injured fame, 

• A nobler 
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A nobler caufe impels my arm to try 
How far your force opposed with mine may vie. 
Be now defy'd ! — and let th' event declare, 
Who from the field the viftor's wreath may bear. 
And merits beft to ferve yon princely fain 52 

Then ftcrn Alcaftus, whofe undoubted fway, 
(His father dead) Theflalia's realms obey. 
As one inflam'd with mingled love and pride. 
In bitter taunts, fevercly thus reply *d. 525 

infenfate ! well thou fay'ft — the prefent hour 
Shall prove this faithful Ipear's refiftlefe power. 
And make to thee his fatal folly known. 
Who dares another's ftrength, but weighs not firft his 
own. 
This knight for Gallia left his native ftate, 530 
In evil time to meet difaftrous fate 5 
The charms of Clarice his wonder drew. 
And to his heart the pointed arrow flew. 
Between his fire and Charles, for years maintained. 
An ancient feud with mutual hatred reign'd j 53 < 
For this to Gallia's realm he came conceal'd. 
Left outrage (hould attend his name reveal'd ; 
And, urg'd by force of tyrant love, bely'd 
Beneath an humble rank his lineal pride ; 

Till 
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Till fkvouring fortune led him to obtain 540 

A place in Clarice's attending train. 

Rinaldo, when he heard the rival knight 
With words fo fierce accept the profFer'd fight. 
His weapon plac'd in reft^ and rein'd his fteed : 
The foe prepared for jouft with equal fpeed : 545 

At once both champions grafp the beamy lance. 
At once cimbr^oe the fhield, at once advance : 

That, bears his point againft the helm addreftj, 

Where o'er the forehead plays the dancing creft ; 

This, with lefs art, againft his rival's breaft. 550 

Unmov'd Rinaldo on his breaft fuftain'd 

The ipcar, that many from their feat conftrain'd : 

But ftem Alcaftus, with a mortal wound, 

Hurl'd from his courfer, dy*d in blood the ground. 

Again Rinaldo, firmly feated, flew 555 

Amidft the thickeft of the knightly crew. 

And with two wounds two gallant warriors flew ; 

Then with half-Jpear (his fpear afunder broke) 

He fcatter'd deaths from many a fearful ftroke : 

Till fpluiter'd to his grafp, the crafliiAg wood 560 

Around the plain a thoufand fragments ftrow'd,. 

His fpear thus fliiver'd, hope rekindling rofe. 

To breathe frefli cowage in his flirinking foes 1 

But 
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But ftill the noble youth the fight purfu'd. 
Though all dilarm'd his better hand he vicw-d: 565 
So generous minds^ unquell'd in every (tatej 
Oft gain new ardour from difaftrous &te. 

Meantime feir Clarice, with fteadfaft fight. 
Beheld the valoyr of this youthful knight : 
That matchleis valour firft her wonder bred, 570 
Qn wonder then her gentle &ncy fed 
With fond delight ; that fond delight to yiew 
His deeds, himfelf^ within her bolbm blew 
The kindled iparks ; and while ihe prais'd his worthy 
JBy flow degrees Ihe gave aflre<5tion birth. 575 

Bu|: npw, in rage renew-d, the rival foes 
With force conjoined the fearlefs l^night •enclpfe : 
One fi-om his helm the waying creft divides 5 
One through his fencing fhield the weapon guides $ 
His vizor fbme, and ibme his limbs afTail, 580 

Each part fecqr'd in plate and jointed maiL 

Rinaldo now advances, now retires. 

And, dauntleis, ftill to vidory alpires. 

His courier wheeling round, with nervous hand 

He feiz*d the boldeft pf the warrior band, 585 

Seiz'd by the gafping throat, and whirling round. 

To diftance caft him lifelefs on the ground. 

One 
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One on his helnriet drove the pointed ipear. 
And vainly hop*d the battle ended here. 
Him with a fhock Rinaldo's fiery horfe 590 

Hurl'd from his feat : the youth with matchlefs force 
Againft another aim*d a deadly ftroke 
' Widi gauntlet mail'd, and thro' his helmet broke. 
When fenfe and life at once the wretch forfook. 
Nor yet their fury ceas'd j but Lyncus flew 595 

(Not flame more rapid) from the warrior-crew. 
To clofer fight; when him Rinaldo tore 
Fierce from his feat with unrefifted power. 
And fent the living weight amidft the foe, 
Whb, fainting now, their fornnier warmth forego -, 600 
And, terror-ftruck, no longer dare engage 
Th' unequal conteft: with Rinaldo's rage. 

Then, loft: in wonder, with a fmiling look 
Fair Clarice advanced, and thus flie Ipoke : 

Unconquer'd champion ! well by proof is known 
Thy matchlefs valour — fee the palm thy own ! 606 
The caufe of quarrel paft, thy fury ceafe. 
Behold each blends, and fues to thee for peace. 
As when the flcies the Tyrrhene ocean laves. 
And buries veflels in its gulphy waves, 610 

If chance, with looks ferene, above the tides 
His car triumphant hoary Neptune guides. 

The 
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The winds arc hulh*d, th' obedient waters fleep. 

And all unruffled lies th' expanded deep : 

« 

So, at her prefence, at the dear requeft 6 1 5 

Of that lo v'd voice, the knight his wrath fupprefs'd ; 

And fince, to wKere th' Hefperian billows roU'd, 

Apollo iloop'd with flamy wheels of gold. 

The wounded warriors on the bier they laid. 

And thence by menials from the field conveyed. 620 

But near his Clarice, with fond delight. 

In pleafing converfe rode the happy knight 5 

While as they rode, he fought her mind to move 

With all the gentle eloquence of love ; 

Yet ftie or feems unconfcious of his pain, 62 ^ 

Or treats with harfh rebuke, or coy difdain. 

That every hope with cruel fear deprefs'd. 

And damp'd the tranfient rapture in his breaft j 

For though Ihe figh'd with paflion like his own, 

She durft not make, likeTiim, her paflion known: 630 

Alas ! ftie knew not love conceal*d acquires 

Redoubled ftrength, and burns with fiercer fires. 

Meantime the youth, unpraftis'd to dcfcry 
The thoughts that veil'd by outward femblance lie, 
Chiird by her looks, that fpeak ungentle fcorn, 635 
Feels with a thoufand pangs his bofom torn. 

How 
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How oft the fair in outward features fhow 

Unfeeling fenfe of love and amorous woe. 

Yet bear within a foft and du£Ule heart 

For ever open to receive his dart ! 640' 

Unikill'd he views the fex's various kind. 

Who deems the face an index of the mind. 

To win their prey each covert art they ufe. 

Thus conquer man, who thole that fly purfues, 

ilut moft Rinaldo moum'd, in fear his name^ 64 j 

Yet undillinguiih'd in the ranks of fame, 

Deferv'd not love like hers^he little knows 

What tender conflidt in her bolbm glows 5 

Yet hopes he dill fuch future wreaths to gain 

As might, approv'di her favouring grace obtain t 650 

Thus love indites the brave to generous deeds. 

As goring fpurs impel the fiery ileeds; 

When near the caftle gates at lengdi they drewy 
Th* enamoured warrior bade the dame adieu ; 
Who now, with gender mien, her ijpeech addrefs'd. 
And, courteous, begg'd him diere awhile to reft : 6^9 
But he, who firft would every aftion prove 
Of knightly arms to win her noble love. 
To excufe his flay in grateful terms reply*d. 
And what his heart defu-'d, his lips deny'd. 

END OF THE FIRST BOOIU 
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The argument. 



RiNALDo, departing, laments his love for Clarice. Her 
love for him. Rinaldo meets with two knights, Ifolero, a Spa- 
niard, and a Britifli knight. Contefl: between the former and 
Rinaldo for the adventure of the horfe Bayardo. The 
Britifli knight pacifies them, and all three go together to find 
his cave. Departure of the Britifh knight. Ifolero is foiled 
and nearly killed by Bayardo. Defcription of the battle be- 
tween Rinaldo and Bayardo. Rinaldo at lafl conquers and 
tames him. Ifolero recovering, the two knights are ftopt in 
their way by a flrange knight, from whom Rinaldo wins the 
(hield of Love. The ftrange knight then difputes the paflage 
with them, but is conquered by Ifolero. 
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n I NALD now depardng, left behind 

His heart a captive from his breaft disjoin'dj 
Ko foothing comfort can hb grief control^ 
Or raiie to peace his love^le^nding ibuL 
Fain would he yet have ftaid, repents too late 5 

He left the miftrefs of his future fate 1 
Who rul'd a life, which till that day he led 
Free as the (tag in nadve foreih bred» 
Oft-times he tum'd his Heed, oft-times refblv'd 
His backward courfe 1 now this^ now that revolv'd : 
And while repeated fighs his accents broke, 1 1^ ^ 

Thus to himfelf with trembling voice he (poke. ' I 

D oh^' 
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Oh ! cruel honour, whither wouldft thou force 
My venturous feet to trace thy doubtful courfe ? 
Hop'ft thou this arm Ihall high achievements boaflr. 
When, left with Clarice, my heart is loft ? 16 

The heart, not ftrength, infures the warrior's fame. 
And, robb'd of that, I (hall but purchafe Ihame : 
How could I bid the lovely dame farewell ! 
Her, from whofe lips fuch gentle accents fell ; 20 

Her, for whofe charms my foul with rapture glows> 
Who only can reftore my loft repofc ? 
Thou, cruel Honour, could'ft my blils reftrain, 
*Twas thine her dear requeft to render vain -, 
The fuit I wifh'd compel me to deny, 25 

And far, alas ! from her I lov'd to fly ! 

He paus'd j and for awhile the earth hfe vicw*d 
With downcaft eyes, then thus his plaint rcncw'd. 

Infenfate love (for, ah ! with love I burn) 
To Clarice now counfels my return ! 30 

In errors v^n my wretched felf I lofe. 
To embrace the worfe, the better to refiifc : 
Shall I, whofe fame no warlike deeds declare. 
Intrude my prefence on a maid fo feir ? 
Nought have I done (nor boots it to deny) 35 

Can make me hope to attraft her gracious eye. 
\ , Ah 
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Ah me ! full many a lign too well diiplay'd 

That all my weak defert (he wifely weighed :. 

The juft difdain that firft the virgin fir*d. 

To claims like mine a jufl reply inijpir'd ; 40 

And if fhe urg'd me at her feat to reft^ 

'Twas courtefy that in her gentle breaft 

The fenfe of my ignoble name fupprefsM. 

But when my prowefs gains renown in fight, 

A manly boldnefs is the viflor^s right. 45 

That faee for which I fcorn the faireft dame, 

The face that kindles here fo fierce a flame. 

Shall ffa-ength and ardor to my nerves fupply. 

And plume my young defires with wings to fly. 

What though my heart be ravilh'd from my breaft, 5Q 

There, in its ftead, her lovely form impreft. 

To deeds of praife my flumbering foul (hall wake. 

And courage wield his arms for beauty's fake. 

He faid ; while Clarice no lefs fuftain'd 
The pangs of love, no lefs in fighs complain'd. 55 
Faft from her eyes a ftream of tears Ihe pour'd 
To bathe her cheeks, and thus her fate deplor'd. 

What fecret poifon now, with mortal pains, 
O wretched Clarice ! inflames thy veins ! 
What thoughts, unknown before, thy mind employ, $0 
That (while they pleafc) thy peace and reft deftroy ? 
' D 2 Whence 
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Whence fprihg this inward warmth, and ftraii^ defire. 

That mingled joy and grief at once inipire? 

Alas ! too late I find my cfiufe of woe^ 

When nothii^ now avails that caufe to kAow. €j 

'Tis love, whofe will the proudeft hearts obeyj 

Commands o'er mine with unrelenting fwayi 

'Tis he that raifes flames and wiflies there^ 

By turns now bids me hope, and now deipaif* 

Ah ! when could he, who gives both joy and paiHj 76 

Such Hidden empire o'er my thoughts obtain ? 

When could thb foe prevail, by force or art. 

Ah ! wretched maid! to feize thy feeble heart? 

Had I no power to guard me 6t>m his mighty 

Or 'fcape his hidden fnare by timely flight ? .75 

Still onward journeying bold Rtnaldo goesj 
No peace his mind, no reft his body knows i 
And now he came where thick with leafy fliade 
A lofty oak its ipreading boughs di^lay'd. 
That caught, by fits, chill Dian's filver lighti 80 

A welcome fhelter fi-om the dews of night. 
There, on the ground, which genial May had dreft, 
In all the beauties of her emel^d veft, 
Two ftranger knights reclin'd at eafi; he vicw'd. 
Who chcer'd their powers by ftrcngth-rcftoring food. 

With 
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With courteous greeting thefe to reft invite 86 

The noble youth ; their £ur requcft the knight 
With thanks declined ; at length no more deny'd. 
But left his fteed^ and plac'd bjm at their fide. 
The ftrangers lyow (all fatiate with their fi>od) 90 
Their interrupted converfe foop renew'd i 
Such CQpverjfe high of arntis, as wel} became 
Thefe honoured Ions of chivalry and fame. 

It chanc'd Rinaldo told his purposed deed 
To achieve the conqueft of the magic fteed : 95 

When>.from the twO|»a champion long proclaim'd 
]£xpert in arms, and Ifblero nam'd. 
Thus fpoke^iirith frowning afpeft-^Knight unknown. 
Forego th' adventure thou haft dar*d to own 1 
The trial's mine— and frenzy rules thy brain^ joq 
^houldft thou contend fo^ palms I feck to gain. 

Rinaldo fmiling then— Apcdlo freed 
From eaftera waves (hall fee me face the fteed ; 
Nor to another will I yield the claim. 
Or pais fuch infult as d^;r9des my name. io{ 

Then Ifolero, in Iberia bom, 
IJnus'd to hear the uunts of hoftile feom, . 
His fword uniheathing, made this ftem reply; 
To me refign the enterprize, or die 1 

D3 m 
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His friend, a gentle knight of fair report, t lo 

( Annidft the firft of England's royal court 
Eftcem'd in fight) had try*d the ftced to gain 
With venturous arnns, bur try'd his arms in vain^ 
Though not alone he came, but with him drew 
(In potent aid) of friends a martial crew. 115 

This knight, whofe eyes fo late the courfer vicw'd^ 
That many flew, and all his train fubdu'd, 
"Who to himfclf^ in fuch a dangerous ftrife, 
Efteem'd th* advantage great to 'fcape with IMcji 
Addreis'd the Pagan, that with helm prepared, 1 2C| 
And furious mien, the youthful warrior dar'^d : 
O valiant chief ! (he cry'd) rcftrain thy rage. 
Nor raflily thus in fruitlefs ftrife engage. 
Nor yet in fuch a fearful tafk difdain 
A partner's aid the danger to fuftain. 1 25 

Suffice that, join'd with one, thou dar'ft aflail 
A fteed, before whofe force the braveft fail. 

In vain he fpoke ; the furious Pagan knight. 
Who burn'd with frenzy to conclude the figh^ 
Cut fliort his fpeech j around in circles threw 130 
His flaming fword, and on Rinaldo flew. 
With flrerfgth coUeftcd, thundering from above, 
Againft the ihield the trenchant blade he drove j 

The 
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The trenohant blade divides the lifted fhieldj 

And fends the parts divided on the field ; 135 

Then, palTing on with unrefifted fway. 

Rives from the helm the remnant creft away : 

The helm it cleaves not, but widi dreadfiil weight. 

Thence glancing downward, cuts the flioulder plate, 

A ftone befide them ftood (an ancient bound 140 

To mark the limits of adjoining ground) 

Ponderous and huge ! on this Rinaldo lays 

His nervous hand (no feebler hand could raiie 

Th' enormous mafs!) this heav*d, and lifted high. 

With matchlefs force he made the ruin fly, 145 

Not with fuch fury, near Pozzoli, driven 

fro^\ central earth, beneath th' expanie of heaven^ 

Vaft craggy rocks, by ftrong convulfion torn. 

With roaring thunder to the clouds are bomei 

The cruihing flone the fiery Pagan ib^ck 150 

Full on his helm, but firft the buckler broke. ; 

Along thp plain was Ifolero ipread. 

His members quivering, and his ienfes fled t 

But death enfu'd not— though the warrior lay 

A feeming load of pale and Hfelefs clay, ,1^^ 

Rinaldo now, who deem'd the*combat o'er. 

And thought the Pagan ^'n to rife no more, 

P 4 Difmiis'd 
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Difmifs'd all rage wd anger from his brcaft^ 
That in their ilead received a gender gueft : 
He figh'd— he wept— for ftill we fee conJQin'4 %6q 
Pity and valour in a noble mind. 

Soon Ilblero from his iwoon awoke^ 
Though fcarce recover-d from the gnevous ftroke s 
Yet once again he graip*d his fword, and flew 
With rage untam-d^ the combat to renew i 165 

When here the courteous Englifli knight eflay'd 
From cruel fight the Pagan to difluade 1 
At lengdi prevailed— and now (the truce agreed) 
He to each mind th* adventure of the fteed 
Again recalled— If aug^t my words may move, 170 
Seek not^ ye noble kni^tSi this talk to prove. 
What greater peril threats beneath the Ikies I 
What mortal powers can win the fatal pri^e i 
Agsunft this courier art and courage fail : 
He mocks the pointed fpear^ and twifted maiL 175 
But if ye ftill this dreadful hazard dare, 
Together to the fated cave repair : 
Then he, with whom the cruel fbeed fhall wage 
The conflift firil^ may firft the fleed engage; 
His partner ftand aloof^ and mark what &te f 80 

In fuch a trial (hall his friend await. — 

• • ' • . • 

Bui;> 
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Bat> ah br^ve peers ! attend to my requeft> 
(Though fear of death is banifh'd from your breaft) 
With iligh a foe each wifh'd advantage take» 
And rather both th' af&ult united make. 185 

He ceas'd : the knights his firft advice approv'd^ 
But moft his counfel Ifolero mov'd i 
And when with radiant beams of morning light 
The Ilm had pierc'd the fable veil of night. 
The two bold champions roie with equal Q«ed, 190 
And each impatient preis'd his foamy fteed. 
Their guide the^^ritifh knight, who led the way. 
Through neareft paths to where the cavern lay. 
The knights, who now by good Rinaldo's fide 
No (word beheld, nor fhield nor fpear efpy'd, 1 95 
Addre&'d him thus — Without a weapon's aid 
Darft thou, fir knight, the dangerous beaft invade ? 
Hop'ft thou fucceis without a warrior's arms ? 
Or fay — ^has cruel death for thee fuch charms ? 
For arms (he cry'd) a dauntkfs heart I bear, aoo 
With this the brave can every peril dare. 

In fiiendly talk they thus their courie purfu'd. 
Till near at hand the fatal cave they view'd $ 

When here his leave die gende Briton took, 
And ipurr'd his courfer and the knights foribok ; 20^ 

But 
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But thefe, difmounting on the grafly meadj 

Each warrior firft fecur'd his trufty fteed> 

Reiblv'd on foot the venturous deed to prove. 

So might they better ftrike, fo eafier move 

In clofer circles, and widi readier feet 210 

By turns more near advance, by turns retreat. 

And lo ! the courier comes ! with fpurning heel 
He ftrikes, and bounds in many an airy wheel : 
Each nervous limb he (hakes, ereAs his ears. 
From his wide noftril fiery fmoke appears : a 1 ^ 

He heeds nor trees, nor rocks that crofs his way. 
But breaks through all with unrelilled fway ; 

■ 

With neighings fhrill his foe to fight defies. 

While to his hoof the founding earth replies^ 

His colour bay, and thence his name he drew, ^20 

Bayardo calW j a ftar of filver hue 

EmblazM his front, and fmall his well-turn'd head^ 

Thick on the right his ruffled mane was fpread ; 

White were his hinder legs i his ample cheft 

With brawny muffles ftrength of lungs cxprefs'd j I25 

His (boulders large and firm, his finewy feet 

As thunder powerful, and as lightning fleets 

Such once was Cyllarus, ere Pollux' force, 

Conjoin'd with art, fubdu'd him to the courfe ; 

And 
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And fuch, ere Mars had rein'd their necks to war, 430 
The ftceds that proudly drew his fanguine car. 

Dire though he fecm'd, as fent to upper light, 
Jfi hellifh fiend from realms of central night. 
He fwell'd with arcjor bold Rinaldo's breaft. 
While Ifolero tranfient fear confefs'd, 435 

On Ifolero firft Bayardo bends ; 
The knight with retted fpear the fhock attends : 
The furious beafl breaks fhort the crafhing (pear. 
No ftrength, or weapon flops his mad career I 
Back (brinks th' Iberian knight with wary (peed, 240 
And yields a paflage for the rulhing fteed. 
That harmlefs pafs'd, but with a fudden wheel 
Turns as the knight unlheaths his gleamy fteel ; 
H'ls fword he drew — for Ifolero came 
With other purpofe than the fteed to tame : 145 

This tafk, from thofe that, well-inftruded, knew, 
He held beyond what human force could do ; 
He came (fince every other hope was vain) 
To leave the courfer by his weapon flain. 
Far different thought Rinaldo's mind revolv'd, 250 
Far mightier deed with peril ftrange refblv*d* 

Agsunft th' Iberian knight Bayardo turns. 
Now here, now there, with feet alternate fpums. 

The 
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The baron aims the weapon where from far 
Amidft his forehead fhmes the lilver ftar ; 255 

In vain he ftrikes what ne'er was doom'd to feel 
A wound imprefl: with edge of fharpeft fteel. 
Againj with ftrength rencw'd, the fword I^e heav'di^ 
Ag&iil Bayardo's front the ftroke receiv'd : 
The powerful Jbeaft the mighty ftroke confefs'd^ 960 
That bow'd his head beneath his brawny cheft ; 
Dreadful he foam'd> againft the knight he flewi 
And with a fudden (hock to earth overthrew: 
The Pagan &lls» and with him falling lie 
His empty hopes of glorious yidbory ! 265 

Rinaldo law pale Ifblero Ipread 
All motionlefs, his fenfe and vigour fled. 

While life feem'd baniih'd from the proftrate dead. 

And now the npble youfh with imager (peed 
Intrepid rufh'd to aflail the fearful IJieed | 97P 

Now near he drew, and now, his gauntlet bent. 
With matchleis ftrength at all his arm's extent 
He aim'd a furious blow — the ftaggering hczf^ 
Had ne*er till then fuch mighty force ponfe^* 
His wounded mouth pour'd forth the ftreaming blood. 
And (tain'd the herbage with a crimfon flood. 276 
Lefs fwifdy bounds an arrow fix>m the firing | 
Ltis fwift a falcon fhoots upon the wing i 

Than 
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Than on the youth the ra^ng courier flies ; 

With bloody teeth to feize his arm he tries : aSo 

Back drew the wary knight^ again he Iped 

His mailed gauntlet at Bayardo's head : 

Bayardo turo'd^ and dealt with thundering feet 

A ftroke to cail a mountain from its feat. 

Clofe to his flank the gallant youth adheres^ a8^ 

Since there nor hoof nor furious teeth he fears. 

By art| not ffareogth of arm or weapon's blow. 

He feeks advantage o'er his cruel foe. 

Yet once (it fb befel) his footing feil'd, 

When, lo 1 with fpuming heel the fteed aflail^d 290 

Th' unguarded knight— his fide tkc flroke receiv'dj 

That near of fenfe and life his limbs bereaved : 

He kept, yet fcarcely kept his trembling feet j , 

And had he chancM the nearer force to meet. 

The hoof (with fuch tremendous fwccp it came) 295 

Had fhatter'd all his arms and crufli'd his bleeding 

frame. 
But now Rinaldo fhunn'd a fecond (Iroke, 
That fnapt and hurl'd to earth a folid oak ; 
An oak, w)iofe root as fer beneath was (pread. 
As o'er the plain he rais'd his ancient head. 300 

Then ere his feet Bayardo backward drew. 
On thefe his nervous hands Rinaldo threw 

And 
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And firmly held — while here and there the fteed 
Impetuous fiiorts^ and ftruggles to be freed^ 
He bends his neck, difplays his threatening teeth^ 305 
While fmoky clouds his flamy lioftrils breathe 5 
With neighings fhrill he makes the woods refbund, ^ 
At length great Amon's Ton th' advantage founds I 

Andj by his art overthrown, Bayardo prefs'd the 1 
ground* J 

As when the fea, that late in tempell high, jio 

With dreadful ruin menaced earth and Iky, 
Smooths its rough waves, and bids their anger ceaie 1 
The waves obedient fink and fleep in peace : 
So when this courfer, late the general dread. 
Had touch'd the earth, his native fiercei]^fs fled i 315 
All nuld he feem'd, yet ftiU a pride retained, 
A pride that all ignoble lords diidain'd. 

And now his fl:ately neck the warrior prefs'd, 
Smooth'd his rough mane, and clapt his fwelling 
cheftj 

Loudly he neighed, as if rejoiced to fbmd 329 

Beneath the preflure of his mafber's hand. 
The fon of Amon, who exulting view'd 
,Such favage fury by his arm fubdu'd. 
The reins and faddle from his (teed diiplac'd. 
And with the golden fpoils Bayardo grac'd. 325 

Th' 
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Th' Iberian knight, who from Bayardo's force. 
Lay ftretch*d on earth a feeming lifelels corfe. 
Recovering rofe, what time the blooming knight 
With daundefs breaft maintained fo Arrange a fight. 
Th' adventure thus achieved, in mute furprife 330 
He ftood, and feem'dto queftion with his eyes : 
He litde deem'd fuch ftrength of nerve to find 
In tender limbs, fuch youdi with manhood join'd. 

Rinaldo now confoVd the chie^ who late 
The conflift try'd with unpropitious ifkte : 335 

Depardng thence, as fortune led the way, 
A path they took that midft the forefl lay. 
And through the fylvan wilds at length conveyed. 
Where fiink a hollow vale in dreary Ihade : 
A warrior here they met, that o'er him threw 340 
A furcoat mix*d with green and yellow hue j 
Who by his lofty mien and vigorous frame, 
Appear'd of nervous ftrength and knightly fame. 
Trac'd on a golden Ihield, the ftranger knight 
The quiver'd archer bore with pinions light : 345 
His naked limbs were IhapM divinely fair ; 
A bandage veil'd his eyes, with haughty air 
He feem'd to tread, and bound in filken ties 
Beneath his feet ftern Mars fubjedted lies. 

From 
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From Ifolero's fquire Rinaldo took J50 

A powerful Ipear, and thus the knight beipoke. 

To me, O baron bold ! that fated fhield 
Of right pertains — behold the fpear I wield 
Prepared in jouft with thee my claim to Ihow i 
Then hafte to trials or the ihidd forego. ^55 

No heartj like mine, confumes with amorous fires. 
No heart, like mine, to conftant &ith aipires. 

The ilrangcr then — By proof Ihall this be known. 
And if thou conquerefl, be the fhield thy own. 
Yet well I hope to hurl thee on the plain, 360 

Or, ^ling now, my former boa^ are vain. 

This faid i he wheeled around with fpear in refl» 
With equal ardor brave Rinaldo prefl, 
Bayardo turn'd and to the fight addrefs'd. 
Rinaldo on his breaft the fpear received, 365 

Which nearly from his feat the warrior heav'd. 
So fierce the fhock -, for fcarce the ftranger knight 
E'er found his idAor in the field of fight. 
His fpear Rinaldo 'gainft the vizor fet. 
And death had foUow'd, had the weapon met 370* 
A weaker helm, yet with the flroke difmay*d. 

Along the plain the flruggling chief was laid. 

His 
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His feet recovering foon, he rofe and gaz'd 
Confus'd and fpeechlefs round^.with looks amaz!d^ 
Then to the youth he gave die buckler won : 375 
Sir knight (he faid) thus far my tafk is done ; 
But if thou fcek'ft thy further path to gain. 
Thy fword with mine mufl: fuch pretence maintain. 

Here Ifolero fpoke, who hop'd to claim 
By deeds a right to ihare Rinaldo^s fame, 380 

Companion not unmeet — By me (he cry'd 
To brave Rinaldo) let this ftrife be try*d. 
Be nnine the rafk to make our pafTage free ; . 
In greater deeds I leave the palm to thee. 
My champion thou — he faid, and left his ftecd, 385 
Then both the warriors to the fight proceed. 
Both know to ward, and aim with equal art. 
Both nerve of limb poflefs, and fearlefs heart : 
Each prompt in turn to prefs, in turn retire. 
And from his rival catch the noble fire. 390 

Now at the fword's extent, now near they ftrike. 
Awhile they fight with force and flight -alike -, 
Till favouring fortune feems to yield at length 
To Ifolero's arm the praife of fkill and flrength. 

The bold Iberian * with exulting mind 395 

Perceives the conquefl to his fide inclined ; 

^ ISOLERO. 

E The 
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The more the lival warrior's power decays 

The more his vigour fwellsj his fpiiits bbze^ 

He pours a (torm of ftiU-increaling blows. 

He drives him rounds nor reft nor pauie allows } 409 

Till now tompeird his foe refigns the d^j 

And yields to tl>em the lqng-cofite((e4 w«y. 
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The argument, 

A ftrange knight attacks Rinaldo, miftaking him for another. 
He is vanquifhed, difcovers his miftake, and, at Rina*do't 
requeft^ gives hiin an account of the ftate of the Chriftian 
and Pagan c^ipps, Hi^ory of Franpardp, king of .** rmeniai 
and his love for Ciarinea, prineeis of Aflyria. His conqueft 
afterwards of the Tjemple of Beauty, where he falls in love 
with Clarice, at the fight of her pidhire : this embaflfy ien( 
by him to Charlemain^ in ord^f to demand her in marriagef 
Departure of the knight from Rinaldo and Ifolero, who 
meet with two equeflrian (tatues of Triflram and Launce«^ 
lot, die wonderful work of Merlin. Rinaldo achieves the 
enchanted lance of Sir Triftf^n* 
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A ND now Rinaldo tod th* Iberian knj^t^ 
'^ ^ Who vanquifh'd late the ftranger'fi arm in figli^ 
(The ftranger, by his lire Ranfaido nam'di 
Though from his after deeds the risRCB prodaiih^d) 
Purfu'd through various paths their winding way, | 
By night's chill Ihadei or warmer beams of day : 
But no adventure^ worthy here vo tell. 
By night or day the warlike pair befeli 
Till pacing on, as low the fun declined. 
Along the banks that filver Seine conlin'd, to 

A knight they met, who round his armour wott 
A furcoat rich» with gold embroider'd o'er : 
A billowy fea^ that in his buckler flow'di 
The fairie(b of the fifter-fyrens (how'd. 

E 3 Laige 
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Large was the warrbr, and his limbs declared 15 

Strong nerve and bone^ for mardal toil prepared. 

Soon as Rinaldo met his eager eyes. 

And have I found thee, wretch ! (enrag'd he cries) 

Difcourteous knight !^-^and as the word he fpoke 

With both his hands he aim'd a powerful ftroke. ao 

Rinaldo on his caique the ftroke received. 

And icarce retained his feat, of fcnfe bereaved : 

Baikward he fell, upon his fteed recSn'd, 

But foon recovering rofe, incensed to find 

A bafe ofTanlt of fuciimflkiugkdy kkd. 25 

He ibam'd, and reining round bis fiery fleed^ 

With goring fpieir impfSS^4 Bayardo's ipcodp 

And ruIhM agairift the foe^-His oft we vittw 

The wdUweatfiM hound the twflcy boar piirfue^ 

Full at his head once i«ore the trenchant fteel 50 

The ftranger aims ; hiA well prepared to Wheel 

His courfer round, tli* warrior Auns the iblow> 

That, harmlcfs hiffing, difappoims tlie fee 

f£s dagger hM Rinddo dfew, and dy'd 

With fmartiRg wounds tke ftranger's acm and ;fide^ 35 

Who, furious iiow, .agaiifft Riniddo's h<^ 

And tempered helm the -thundering weapon *^^ed: 

His mouth and fioftrils pcmr'd a pui|>Ie JB^od, 

Aiid through his vizor (guii'd the ftreaming blood. 

Then, 
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Then, with a fyc&if ftiin> the youth who bum'd 4O 

With dreadful wrath a fudden wound tetum'd^ 

Above the brows lus gleaming fleel he lent^ 

And the Uood iflu'd from the gaping vent: 

While thus the knights in fanguine ffaife engag^d^ 

An equal fight their fkry courfers wag'd § 45 

And each, by turns, widi furious teeth, with ftrokes 

Of ipurning hieel, his rivaTs rage provides* 

Bayardo, fiercer than the fierce^ &ced. 

Than every beaft of wild or favage breed, 

Ruih'd on the foe widn fuch i^fiitids force, 50 

As drove at once to earth die knight and hode : 

Above, the courier lay, beneath him preft, 

Widi better arm and leg, the knight diftrefb 

In vain attempts by art and ftrength to rifr^ 

Still helplefs fttter'd on the ground he lies. 55 

Meantime the blood fail gufhing fi-om his veins^ 

Death foon had bound his limbs in icy chains 1 

But, merciful as brave, Albano's ♦ knight 

Forbkls his fpirit thus to take her 

He quits his feat, his hand alBfting gives, 60 

And from Us ftced the (buggUng foe relieves* 

* RiKALfiO. 
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Then back retiring— 'Now, fir knight^ prepare> 

If fuch. thy wilh (he cries) to end the war. 

Bht he> who from his feeble date requires 

Far other cares, nor fight but truce defires^ . 65 

With humble gefture low his head inclines^ 

And to the youth his trufty fword refigns. 

Then thusr-O chief! by courteous foul no lefs 
Than valorous afm, thy conqueft I confefs. 
Here had I, wretched, breath'd my lateft breath, 70 
But that thy generous aid forbade my death. 
Sure *twas fomc powerful caufc impell'd thy arms 
(Not. brutal thirft of joy in favage harms) 
From which I late could fuch aflault fuftain. 
When both our couriers by thy fpear were flain. 75 

He faid : Rinaldo, with admiring eyes. 
Awhile in filence gazing, thus replies. 

Ne'er have I yet, forgetful of my fame, 
Againft a courfcr bent my murderous aim. 
Ill fare the h^nd, that with unmanly blow 80 

Would wound the fteed that bears a gallant foe ! 
Nor could this arm offend, with ruffian power, 
A knigkt unknown till this adventurous hour. . 

Soon as thefe words the ftranger-baron heard, 
• His fudden wonder by his looks appeared ; 85 

Oa 
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On Amon's fon he gaz'd, and while he mus'd. 
From head to foot intent his form perus'd ; 
Nor doubted long, for foon rcvcal'd, he knew 
The targe where love was painted fair to vicwj 
The caufe fimn which his error late he drew. 

Brave chief! (he cry'd) a knight as bale of hearty 
As thou art courteous and of hig^ deiert^ 
Who bore. the fame device thy arm fuftains. 
Is he of whom my honour wrong'd complains ; 
And I^ too blind with inward rage to know 95 

A generous warrior fix>m a treacherous foe, 
And by that fhield deceived; with headlong ipeed 
Would wreak on thee another's hateful deed. 

He faid; and feem'd preparing to recite 
Hjs fource of quarrel with the tnutor-knight ; 100 
But here Rinaldo> who with pity view'd 
The fanguine ftieam that all his arms bedew'd, 
Firft will'd that Ifokro's fkiiful care 
(Ere further fpeech his wafting (trength impair) 
3hould fearch his wounds— for Ifolero knew 105 
This art, efteem'd by all the knighdy crew. 

His wounds now dreis'dj the knight purfu'd his talc: 
I came from where the powers of Charles af&dl 
Proud Afric's bands, and fcarce had pals'd the way 
Jiftut rough and fteep o'er Alpine moimtum lay, i lo 
""^^ %hcii 
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When lo ! a dame I met of afpedt fair. 

Who thence implor'd me^ with proce&ing care> 

To attend her fteps to where her caftie ftoodj 

Befide the courfe of Seine's far^winding Bood* 

My faith I pledg'dj amidft farrounding arm^j 115 

To guard her iafe fix)m all impendirg harms ; 

For her I manjr a hardy toil fuftain'd : 

At lengthy one dkj a ihady rzlc vre gained. 

Where on our padi a forious warrior broice^ 

Who proudly thus with threatening accents ipokt. i oo 

Yon damicl> warrior I to thefe arnris reftgni 
Nor dare diipute a prize fo duly mine, 
Elfe mayll thou not alone her lofs fuftain. 
But worfe bc&U^if ftiU my powers reamn : 
For thy deferts can flender tide claim 12 j 

(If right I judge) to iuch a peerkfs dame« 
As ihe in beauty> I excel in fig^^ 
And thou muft prove lor her a recreant knight* 

He ceas'd : when to his^eches (woh with pride^ 
By juft refemment fir'd, 1 riwrfrepyd. 130 

I leave my trufty fpear alone to tell 
How far in jouft thy proweis may excel t 
And weH I deem by proof ere long to find 
Thy valour equal to thy courteous mind 

- N# 
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No more w«s needful : each his rival dai-'d^ 135 
And each to ihow his martnd fkill prepared 
Though to the Ihock we ru&'d with equal heat, 
Both^ firm and xnovelefs, kept the courier's feat : 
Yet> wounded la his breaft> my rival Ihed 
A Itream thac dy'd his various veft with red ; 14^ 
And fearing hence^ the conqueft eafy deem*d 
Would prove n^^re doubtful dian he firfl: efteem'd. 
His poineed (pear he tura'd, with furious fpeed. 
And throijgh the vitals thruft my generous fteed ; 
Thea, wich like rage th' tinmanly traitor flew, 145 
Beneath th' afiiighted dzxac her palfrey flew. 
And fwift as lightning vaniih*d from our view. 
Thus, left on fodt, I Ipeechlefs ftood, oppreft 
With rage and wonder ftrvggling in my bread. 
Ficft to her home the 4ame I fa^y led, 15^ 

Then vainly him puriu'd, who iafely fled. 
Five times has night her fiany veil di^lay'd. 
As oft have Phoebus' beams diipeU'd the (hade. 
Since, wandering round, I fought to traoe his fl^hi; 

m 

To ^vengt fuch outrage on the name of knijght i 1 55 
But view'd no path that might his courfe betrs^. 
Nor found a guide to point my doubtful way* 
Rinaldo heard 1 and paufing, foon divih'd 

/ flfae Atanger fought the knight unknown to find 

Who 
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Who green and yellow m his vefture wore, 160 

From whom in jouft the Ihield of love he bore* 
Then to ch' attentive knight Rinaldo told 
By what event he won the targe of gold j 
And from the camp befought lum to relate 
What fortune now befel the Moorilh ftate 1 165 

And why, a warrior be of peerlefs might. 
By looks declared, and lately prov'd in fight, 
Forfook the field, where he with nobler claim 
Might add new trophies to his former name. 

The knight reply'd— To folvc thy doubts, attend 17^ 
With patient ear : what nK>v'd me thence to bend 
My fteps elfewhere, my fidthfiil lips Ihall (how ; 
But firit (hall tell, what firft thou feek'ft to know. 
Imperial Charles commands th'. extended plain. 
The fhoresj and paifes to the gulphy main. 175 

The Saracens their fcatter'd forces hide 

' In forts of ilrength, but ill with fiores fupply'd : 
No friendly fuccours in their danger near. 
To raife their fpirits, now depreft by fear ; 
While thu3| in fate's extreme, the future fliows 180 
A thoufand deaths, and yet impending woes. 
Sobrino fage, who Garbo's fceptrc fways. 
Fierce Atlas, whom Arzilla*s realm obeys. 

Defend 
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Defend the Moors *— the firlt a perfeft knight i 
The laft a giant^ horrible to fight 1 * 185 

Amidft the Paladins no tongue can tell 
The deeds that young Orlando's deeds excel. 
His name each adverfe legion (hakes to hear^ 
Even Adas and Sobrino learn to fear. 
Now wouldft thou rather feck what weighty caufe 1 90 
A knight^ like me^ from fields of batde draws. 
From arms and camps, that better oiight advance 
My valour try'd than diftant plains of France ; 
It fits me firft th' adventures to declare. 
Adventures that befel (unheard and rare) 195 

A king, to whom I owe a fubje&'s name ; 
And late to mighty Charles his envoy came : 
Francardo he, that o'er Armenia reigns. 
And neighbouring ftates in Afia's vaft domruns; 
Than whom the fun no braver warrior knows, 200 
Of all that Afia's ajnple bounds encbie, 
M^nbrino ible except, to whom is given 
Strength ipore than human by indulgent Heaven. 
This youtbfiil king confeis'd a gentle fiame 
]For Clarinea, hi^ ^d princely dame ; 105 

For Clarinea, .courteous, good and fair ; 
To great Aflyria's king the only heir. 

' , She, 
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She, wife as &ir (though bleft with evciy gr^q 
That decks the lovefiefb of the female race) 
Francardo's merits fkw, and feen^ exprefs'd 2,1^ 

With favouring eyes th' emotions of her brej^ft a 
And granting all that modeft love can claim» 
Still added fuel to his growing fiarttt^ 
The youth, who foundj by looks and gefture ppov'4 
Himfdf fo dear to her whom dear he loT'di ^ x S 
Not life more yakied, glow'd with ardent zeal 
By fome brave deed his pafCon to reveal. 
The pledge of truth, and love's eternal feal. 
One day he fwore, in tribute to her charms. 
Through Afia's realms to aflert with kni^tly arms, 229 
That Nature's hand ne'er fbrm'd a virgin-fair 
As might with her in female gifts compare j 
Nor from his limbs the ponderous msdl lay down> 
'Till in each fbrtrefs, wall'd and regal (own. 
Where'er he pafs'd, he to her praife had gain'd; 225 
The vigor's wreath, by fword and lance obtain'd. 

On fuch defign, my king Francardo ftray'd 
Through Afia's realms, and various proofs ei£iy'd» 
He Thirbo, Dulicon, Algardo, quell*d, 
(All giants huge) and from the lift expeU'd ; 230 

. 2 Albrando, 
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Albrando^ king of Tyre^ to earth he threw. 

And all that held the (pear, or falchion drew. 

His nerves were ftrong in combat to fubdue, 

jHis arm the Babylonian Sddan dar*d. 

Portentous form ! half human, half a pard i a J5 

The chief returning now for arms renown'd. 
Begirt with trophies, and with laurels crown'd, 
Jt chanc'd that to his ear the .wonders came 
Of beauty's temple, ipread by flying fame : 
Jn India's land the coftly pile was plac'di 240 

Where pi6tur'd forms the polifli*d marble grac'd* 
The ^ireft maids and dames of every cUmej 
Of paft, of prefent, or of future time. 
Were figur'd here in Nature's genuine hue> 
And hence the fane its name from bbauty drew* 245 
Here life's own tints the breathing canvas fUl^ 
No product thefe of feeble human (kill i 
A fage magician, firft of all his kind, 
Thefe ftra;^ effeds by helliih fprttes defign'd. 
And fi^'d a guard of moniters round the feat, 159 
To keep the threfhold from forbidden feet. 
No eye can wimefs what the walls contain 
^T^1 firft th$ beafts by fome brave arm are flwi* 

But 
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But never earth that monftcr brought to light 
(Moft favagc, wild or dreadful to the fight) 255 

Could (hake Francardo*s (bul : when now he heard 
This temple's honours through the eaft rever'd. 
He ftrait relblv'd the magic pile to view. 
With all its (pells ; nor fear'd the murderous crew^ 
Whofe fiiry each unbleft adventurer flew, 260 

He threatened fi-om its deepe(t bafe to throw 
The (lately pile, and lay its glories low, 
Uolefs that dame the nobleft place pofftfs'd. 
That dame who (irft enflam'd his amcH-ous breaft. 
He reach'd the temjde, forc'd the favage guard, 265 
£(ray'd the entrance, and the gates unbarr'd 1 
Then view'd the female charms divinely traced. 
That in oblivion all his thoughts efFac'd : 
Such grace, (iich beauty, now enchant his eyes. 
That Clarinea's fading empire dies ! 270 

And midft thefe peerlcls forms, (he feem'd no moife 

To him that peerlefs form (he (ibem'd before. 

« 

Nor yet amidft thefe pi(5hir'd dames difplay'd, 
Appear'd the features of th' A(ryrian* maid. 
Full many a dame, though fair, the magic feer 275 
Unworthy deem'd an honoured ftation here. 

♦ Clarinea, 

Beneadi 
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Beneath eaoh portrait^ mark'd m letter'd goldj 
The damfers lineage^ land and name were told; 
And when indulgent Nature's haf^y birth 
Her bcawty gives to blefs th* admiring earth. aSo 
Ariiidft thcfc dames, of more than human grace. 
The pafti the prqfcnt and the future race. 

One kindled in my fovereign's heart the flame 

Of fierce dcfire, and .Clarice her name. 

The reft he prais*d, the reft with wonder view'd, 285 

^Bpt fhe alone his panting he^rt fubdu'^. 

Fain would. he thence, with amorous ardour, bear 

The lively fcmblance of the matchlcls fair. 

That hurijg, where near, the facred altar rais'd. 

With fparkling gems In n^inglcd luftre blaz'd ; 290 

Where in a cryftal lamp a light was feen 

To gild tie ftatue of the Gyprian queen : 

But fage Anacro, by his magic {kill. 

Though dead, oppos'd the love-fick monarch's will. 

Anacro was the fage magician nam'd, 295 

Like Zoroaftcr, or like Atlas, ftm'd. 

When now Francardo found th' attempt were v^n 
To wreft the beauty from th* enchanted fiine 5 
He caused by art rare female forms to frame. 
Fair forms, exprcffivc of hispiftur'd dame, 300 
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\ 



i6 R I N A L D O. Book lU. 

In various modcs^ to fuch perfe£bion broug^t^ 

On canvas pencil'd, or in fculpture wrought. 

As mock'd the life : with thcfc his fond delire 

He footh'd, with thefe he fed his growing fire : 

Delufion fwcct !— yet love permits not long 305 

Such fenfelcfs forms his better claim to wrong, 

But bids him hope to change thefe empty toys 

For living blifs and more fubfiantial joys. . 

Nor long Francardo can that ill endure. 

That ill which afks each day a Ipeedier cure. 310 

To mighty Charles he proffers aid to lend. 

And, join'd with him, the pride of Afric bend. 

To make her powers abandon Europe's feat. 

And ne'er again her ralh.defigns repeat, 

Would he to Clarice unite his hand, 315 

Whofe martial brother rules the Gafcon land. 

Full well he knew her brother Ivo fway'd 

The Gafcon realm, and Charles' behefts obey'd. 

His vaffal king : this firft Francardo read. 

When on the pi6bur'd fair his flame he fed; 320 

And fince, this knowledge from a peer he drew, 

A peer, that well the court of Gallia knew. 

If Charles confent to yield (and fo bcliev'd. 

Through all the camp the rumour fecm'd receiv'd) 

To 
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To him this pccrlefs maid, the dcftin'd fpoufc, 325 

Her former rites of Chriftian lore allows: 

And fhould their loves behold a future heir 

Decreed Armenia's regal crown to wear, 

He wills that he his mother's faith obey, 

Xiike all that own imperial Charles's fway. 330 

Thefe terms I in Francardo's name reveal'd 
To migl|ty Charles, nor from the king conceal'd, 
That fliould he thefe rejeft, my conquering lord 
To Afric's bands would potent aid afford, 
From Gallia's empire rend her ancient ^me, ^^^ 
And thence By force convey the beauteous dame« 
But though the king nor granted nor deny'd. 
He gave me hope, while courteous he reply'd> 
Yet nought refolv'd, for ill (the monarch deem'd) 
In fuch a caufe his rule or judgment feem'd. 340 
To Ivo hence I went, who, well prepar'd 
To weigh my fuit, in anfwer thus dedar'd : 
He wifh'd, ere with my monarch's love he clos'cjp 
To hear how Clarice her heart difpos'd ; 
And how her aged mother's will inclin'd, 345^ 

That claim'd moft empire o'er a daughter's mind. 
Then Clarice I fought (my fovereign's will 
With all an envoy's duty to fulfil) 

F 2 When 
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When thofc, by Charles afllgrt'd my guides, 1 loft 

While the rude Alps with hcedlcfs courfe we croft. 350 

Thus have I told, to thefe remoter lands 

What brought me from the camp and Chriftian bands. 

But more — if aught thy counfel fways the fair^ 

At fitting time thou may'ft her choice prepare. 

In Afia's realm the name of queen to gain, §55 

Nor whelm with fwift deftruftion Gallia's rci|[n* 

While thus the Pagan knight his ipeech purfu*d, 
Refcntment rifing fir'd Rinaldo's blood; 
And now, with rage enflam*d, he feem*d prepared 
To prove by outward deed a foe declared. 360 

Soon as the knight had ceas'd— How rafli, how blind 
(Rinaldo cry'd) thy lord's infcnfate mind! 
If e'er he thinks by lifted fword and lance 
To fliake with doubt die fearlefs knights of France ! 
Hafte — let him come, and bring his boafted fwarms, 365 
But litde nurtured in the fchool of arms— 
Yetji if he feek not fleep*s eternal night. 
Or own the fmallcft fpark of mental light. 
No more in Gallia let him hope to wed. 
Nor whelm with ftiame his own devoted head. 370 

He ceas'd; and parting thence, the knight forfook. 
And with th' Iberian chief his journey took i 

§ Whofc 
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Whofe earndl fuit to attend him, fcarce compcird 
The hard confent the youth had elfe withheld i 
Who rode in filence, and but ill fupprefs'd 375 

The fighs that iflu'd from his glowing breaft. 
Now here, now there, his troubled thoughts he fed 
On all the champion of the fyren faid : 
Hence cruel love, with ftill-increafing fmart. 
To dee|^r wounds expos'd his bleeding heart x 380 
His heart by turns with various palllons torn. 
With fear, wich jealoufy, with rage and fcorn ; 
While each to each the changing field refign'd. 

And held dire combat in his tortur'd mind. 

So when the winds a doubtful ftrife maintain, 385 

With force alternate, for th* ethereal reign, 

« 

Not half fo fwift revolves the engine light 
That points from high their veering courfe to fight. 
As, midft the fcencs by wavering fancy wrought, 
Rinaldo fiufhiates in ^ tide of thought ; 390 

*Till in their path, at unawares, they viewed 

% 

m 

What rous*d the warrior from his pcnfive mood : 
His eyes he rais'd, and 'midft furrounding Ihadc 
(A nobler objed mcMtal ne'er furvey'd) 
Two champions faw, in mailed armour dreft, 395 
By matchlefe art in fcv|lptur'd brajS exprcft : 

F 3 Ow 
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One hand, cmbrac'd, the plated buckler held. 
And one, in reft, the vigorous fpear impell'd, , 
Thefe front to front againft each other ftood, 399 
With threatening nriien, and looks denouncing blood, 
I The fpears, nor form'd of brafs, nor temper'd fteel, 
Though fafliion'd like the reft with mafter-flcill. 
Two flender fcroUs the combatants proclaimed. 
Here Launcelot, and Triftram there was nanoi'd. 
Thou wouldft have thought the fteeds beneath them 
neigh'd, 40^ 

And earth deep trembled to their bounding tread. 
Not diftant far, of polifh'd marble white, 
A ftately pillar rear'd its towering height, 
On whofe fair furface, goodly to behold, 
Myfterious verfes (hone in lettered gold. 410 

Rinaldo ftood, and long with looks amaz'd 
On this unequall'd work of fculpture gaz*d ; 
Surpafling every reach of human mind. 
And fuch a work as Phydias ne'er defign'd. 
Or my Danefes, far o'er Phydias held, 41 ? 

As his the boaft of Grecian times excell'd. 
Then where the column rais'd its marble head, 
Thefe words engrav-d the youthful champion read, 

" Here mighty Launcelot and Triftram try'd 
TKeir mutual ftrength, each other here dcfy'd ; 420 

Thefe 
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Thcfe rivers ftiU, this air, this conrdous plain 
The echoes of their thundering ftrokes retain. 
Thefc arc their naanly forms^ by magic wrought. 
Such as they here the dreadful combat fought. 
Lo ! theie the fatal (pears, whofe (otqc fuftain'd 425 
Their powerful onfet, and unbroke remained. 
Thefc (flxangcly formed of twifted nerve and bone, 
Prepar'd from Ipoils of favage beafts unknown) 
Are here relcrv*d, two warriors' hands tp fill. 
Who thofe furpafs in martial flrength and fkill. 430 
Let others fix>m the rafh attempt refrain. 
Nor rifk th' adventure they muft rifk in vain/* 
The Paladin, who oft had heard the chance 
Divulg'd by rumour thro' the realms of France, 
Addreis'd th' Iberian knight, who gazing flood, 435 
And uninform'd the fculptur'd wonder view'd- 
To him Rinaldo told, that Merlin's art 
(To whom alone the fates fuch gifts impart) 
Thofe heroes dead, their figures here dilpos'd. 
And in their grafp the magic Ipears enclos'd. 44Q 
. This heard, th' Iberian warripr, firft in pride 
Of all his peers, to bold Rinaldo cry'd: 
Howe'er unmeet I feem with thefc to vie. 
This ftrangc adventure now I mean to ay, 

F 4 He 
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He faid, and ftrctch'd his hand wirh eager haftc 44 j^ 
To fcize the lance in Triftram's gauntlet pia^'d j 
But foon the ftatue his defign fepelFd, 
And with a ftrokc to earth the warriof felVd. 
O ! unexampled deeds of Merlin's power, 
Difplay'd through Gallia's rcalni and England*^ fliore] 
Deeds far tranfcending human faith, that feem 45 ( 
The vain illufions df a maniac's dream ! 

Rinaldo then in turn his hand addrefs'd 
With martial vigour, but with doubting breafti 
When Triftram's image low his head inclin'd, 455 
His gauntlet open'd, and tht fpear refign^d : 
As if he bade the peerlefs knight retain 
That lance by numbers fought, but fought in vain. 

Not with fuch tranlport from its nativt (hoot 
A harmlefs infant plucks th' inticing fruit : 4^0 

Not with fuph joy the mifer, brooding o'er 
His golden treafure^ fwells the heapy ftore. 
As now the youth the fated fpear receiv'd. 
Exulting, HE alone that bold emprize achieved. 

This done, no longer there the warriors ftay, 465 
But thence to new advcntiireS bend their way. 

END OF THE THIRD BOOK. 
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The argument. 

Jlinaldo and Ifolero, travelling along the banks of the Seine, 
fee a bark with damfels failing down the river, and a mag- 
nificent chariot on the (hore, with Galarena, wife to Char« 
koiain, and the ladies of her court, guarded by a company 
of knights. Rinaldo difcovers Clarice among the ladies 
attending on the queen : his behaviour on the occafion. 
He and Ifolero attack the knights, kill or put them to flighty 
and Rinaldo carries off Clarice by force. Rinaldo's way 
is intercepted by a ftrange knight, of dreadful afped, who 
firft unhdrfes Ifolero, and then, by a magic fpell, deprives 
Rinaldo's horfe, Bayardo, of the power of motion. The 
ftrangcr carries away Clarice in a wonderful manner, not- 
withftanding the eiForts of Rinaldo to purfue him* 



THE 



FOURTH BOOK 



o^ 



R I N A L D O, 



WHILE Ifolero and Rinaldo view'd 
The (lately Seine, and on the banks purfu*d 
Their pleafing way, where, winding from its fource. 
To reach the fea he held his filent courfe, 
A bark they faw befpre the breezes glide c 

In eafy motion down dip yielding dde j 
Her tackling gay with wr?aths and flowers e^^roU'd, 
Her ikils of filver, and her awning gold^ 
There lovely dames celcftial mufic raife. 
And blend their minftrelfy with vocal lays ; |o 

At once their lips harmonious notes refpirci 
At once their flying fingers ftrike the lyre. 
Drawn from their liquid depth the ftrains to hear, 

The fcaly race and wanton nymphs appev, 

f Befidc 
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Befide the courtly bark, not failing o'er 15 

The linnpid ftrcam, but on the flowery fhore. 
In regal fplendour roU'd a glittering car. 
With heavenly females, more than mortal fair ; 
The perch was gold, enrich'd with mingled blaze 
Of eaftern gems, that cafl: unnumbered rays. 20 

Gold were the wheels, and filver plates encas'd 
The various joints, with nails of filver grac'd. 
Beneath the feats a purple carpet flow'd. 
Where mingled flowers in labourki colours glow'd ; 
With rith embroidery, wrought by flcilful hands, 25 
And ftarr'd with pearl from India's wealthy lands. 
The feats of ivory fram'd, more dazzling white 
Than fnows on Apennine's afpiring height : 
Ten comely flags, with ikins of milky hue. 
And gay with painted horns, the chariot drew : 30 
Around their necks were golden circlets roU'd, 
Their tender mouths were check'd with reins of goW, 
By damfels held, accuftom'd thefe to guide. 
While Love appear'd in all his pomp to ride. 
A hundred knights were near (a fhining crowd) 35 
Of prancing fteeds and polifli'd armour proud. 
Amidft the fplendid wain, in princely ftatCj 
High on the throne a dame imperial fate : 

Majeftic 
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MajefUc wifdom on her features (hin*d^ 

With every charm that decks the female kind ; 49 

And many a lovely nymph their queen enclos'd. 

With graces rarely to the world expos'd. 

Thus on her car, in lilver luftre bright. 

The fun*s fair fitter through the peaceful night 

Direfts her courfe, while round her (ilent roll 45 

Unnumber'd ftars that gild the glowing pole. 

So Thetis, circled with her azure train. 

In tuneful concert fwells the foothing ftrain. 

When drawn by dolphins through the parting tide. 

The billows, hufh'd, beneath her wheels fubfide, 50 

Thefe dames might bend beneath their fovcreign fway 

The bofom moft reluftant to obey. 

And teach with love the favagc tribes to glow. 

That dwell on mountains clad in Scythian fnow : 

What wonder then, if gentle fouls, inlpir'd ^t 

With young defire, by charms like thefe were fir'd ? 

Thou, watery god ! beneath die neighbouring fti-eam 

Couldft own the force of beauty's fatal beam. 

That, Ihot from fparkling eyes, refiftlefs came. 

Nor all thy cooling waves could quench the flame. 60 

Thus hifling ftecl from iprinkled drops acquires 

Intenfcr heat, and bums with fiercer fires. 

But 
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But chief the wondrous power Rlnaldo foimd. 
Long fince in love's tyrannic fetters bound : 
Unmov'd he ftoodj but not unmov'd remained 6^ 
His ftruggling heart, that every check difdain'd^ 
And beating quick, would to his miftrefs fly, 
Ba(k in her fmiles, and languilh in her eye. 
Amidft this fair and honoured bevy fate 
The peerlefs maid who rul'd his better fete, 70 

Diftinguifh'd plac'd befide the gilded throne;^ 
Where Gallia's emprefs, Galarena, Ihone. 
Along the banks their fportive way they hold. 
All eyes attracting as the chariot roird : 

But while with fteadfaft gaze, with glance on fire, 75 

* 

With all the kindling zeal of young defirc, 

He views that face, whofe namelefs charms control 

His beft refolves, and melt his amorous foul. 

He calls to mmd what late, with anguilh heard. 

The wounded knight of Clarice declared : 80 

On this he dwelt, till. now the venom'd peft 

Sole rul'd the tyrant of his wretched breaft. 

Behold his tranfient joy by forrow chas'd. 

His cheering hope by gloomy fear effac'd 5 

While every pang that racked his inward frame, 85 

His tears, his fighs, his loud laments proclaim ! 

Ab 
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Ah me ! (he cry'd) ihdl then a rival gain 
Thofe charms that held me in their pkafing chain ? 
Depriv'd of her, I lead a life forlorn. 

Like faplefs twigs from &ding branches torn* 90 

Since thus another dares my blifs invade. 

Ah ! when will death afford his welcome ad ? 

Yes — let me die — (ince death's an envy'd prize 

To him who, rack'd with fufifering, daily dies! 

If wafting grief, deriv'd from cruel woes, ^^ 

Suffice not yet my hated days to clofe. 

This hand can bid life's current ceafe to run. 

And do, what years with rolling courfe had done. 

It fits to die — and end at once the fhife. 

The load of wretchednefs, the load of life ! 100 

Repent^t then — And fliall I die (he cries^ 
If other cure than death my fate fupplies ? 
How have I, wretch, fo loft the fenfc of right. 
And quench'd in darknefs reafon's guiding light ? 
What wbrfe than death, unhappy, could I prov^ 105 
Should fhe not only now rejeft my love. 
But crulh each hope that flutters in my breaft. 
Of that dear idol ftill to live pofTeft ? 
Though fortune grace me not with lavifh ftore 
Of fparkling gems, or gold's relplendent ore, no 

Whence 
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Whence now I fccm (fo different is our -ftatc) 
Unfit to join with hcr's my humble iate. 

She yet forbids me not, with dauntlefs foul. 

With ftrength of nervd, to reach the long'd-for goal.— - 

Then, perilhhe! through whom in grief I pine — 115 

But firft let lovely Clarice be mine. 

The fair my captive, and the Pagan * flain. 

Who dien Ihall dare my purpos'd will reftrain/ 

In facred ties of Hymen's rites to join. 

By every pledge of tru A, her heart with mine ? i -io 

Who then reflife to hail my love's fuccels. 

Her virtuous faith, and my defires to blefs ? 

Such thoughts revolv'd, from ifolcro's hand 
He fnatch'd a Ipear, and where the fhining band 
Of knights array'd in fteel the car enclos'd, 125 

He ftood, and daundefe all their force opposed. 
A fierce Maganzan, in Bayona born, 
Oreno nam'd, the challenge heard withfcorn. 
And promised Alda, whom with love he woo'd. 
To bring yon ftranger, by his arm fubdu'd. 1 30 

Th' impatient warriors now, with eager Ijpeed, 
On either fide impelled the foaming fteed : 
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Kor either knight his weapon vainly aim'd. 

Though different art and ftrcngth th' effcft proclaim'd 

Along the plated orb, with harmlefs courfe, 135 

Oreno's weapon glanc'd, with erring force i 

Not fo the Ipear by bold Rinaldo fent. 

This thro' the fierce Maganean's buckler went 5 

A buckler, fram'd till then in every fight 

To guard its lord from ftroke of hoftile might : 140 

Nor could the plate and mail the weapon ftay. 

Thro' plate and mail the weapon forc'rf its way. 

And with a deadlier wound tranfpierc'd his heart. 

Than late receiv'd from love's more feeble dart. 

The dreadfulwound each breaft with terror chill'd i 145 

But thine revenge and headlong fury fill'd. 

Stern Aridan ! when breathlefs on the plain 

Thou faw'ft thy deareft pledge of Hymen flain. 

Not winds more fwift than thou to affail the foe, 

Whofe fatal prowefs laid thy offspring low -, 1 50 

But ftunnM and trembling, ftretch'd along the land, 

Th6u fairtt, fubdu'd beneath a ftranger's hand ! 

Again Rinaido to the combat preli'd. 

Again his lance unbroke prepared in reft ; 

When fierce Galvano from the warrior crew, 155 

With equal fpeed to meet Rinaldo flew, 

G And, 
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And, vainly now (the conqucft dcem*d his own) 

He thus addrefs'd him in a haughty tone : 

The firft encounter Ihall decide our claim. 

And one brave jouft fecure the victor's fame. x 60 

He faid : th' event confirm'd the words he fpoke. 

The combat finifli'd with a fingle ftroke : 

But ah ! far other than his hopes enfu'd. 

His rival viftor, and himfelf fubdu'd, 

Rinaldo then, collefting all his force, 165 

Againft the reft impell'd his generous horfe ; 

And where the thickeft prefs his way withftood. 

He brandifli'd. round the fteely-pointed wood. 

Firft three his rage o'erthrew : of fix he riv'd 

Th' cnfanguin'd mail, and four of fenfe deprived. 170 

Unhappy he ! who, warn'd by other's harm. 

Shuns not the power of his deftruftive arm ! 

For know, ye Gods ! your heavenly workman's hand 

Ne'er forg'd for Troy or Argo's favour'd band 

A helm or Ihicld fo temper'd, to oppofe 175 

The fearful tempeft of Rinaldo's blows. 

Wheo Ifolero thus the fight beheld. 
And Mars in terror ftriding o'er the field. 
He felt redoubled zeal his bofom warm. 
And ftiook his quivering fpear with powerful 2(|m. 1 80 

Then 
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Then fierce Anacro midft the throng he Ipy'd, 
What time the knight with daring wound had dy'd 
Rinaldo's hand and brows, and hop'd to view 
The warrior's death fomc mortal ftroke purfuc. 
His veft was white, but Ifolero fped 
The fatal blade, that from his bofom flied 
A ftream, that dy'd his veft and armour red. 
Onward he pals'd, as bold Hernando came 
On this new Mars * to prove his weapon's aim. 
Beneath his arm he drove the cruel blade, 1 90 

And thro' the mail an ample pailage made ; 
Thus deep infix'd, the griding fteel below 
Forbade the lifted weapon's threatening blow* 

Though either brave compeer amid the fight 
Full many a proof difplay'd of equal might, 195 

Though, flowing faft (torn many a gaping wound. 
The blood in crimfon ftccp'd the flippery ground. 
Yet oft themfclvcs the cruel ftrokes confeis'd 
Of hoftiie fwords. by hoftile hands addreft. 

As when, amidft the dry and burning fand, aoo 
The favage-maftives and the fhepherd-band 
With two gaunt lions wage the dreadftil fray. 
Whom hunger draws to rend the fleecy prey : 

* ISOLERO^ 
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The timorous flock, in ruftic fences pent. 

All doubtful ftand, and tremble for th* event : 205 

So, death-like palenefs o*er each feature fpread. 

With mournful gefture, and with looks of dread. 

The lovely dames their inward feeling (how. 

Sad viftims of unutterable woe ! 

And oft, as fhifts the fortune of the day, a 10 

Their paflions change, their hopes or fears decay. 

While thus the battle ftood, and Fortune's fmiles 
Secm'd yet to favour neither party's toils, 
A champion, born beneath the freezing pole. 
Where through bleak fnows the fluggi/h waters roll. 
His lance extending, came, in certain truft ai6 

Td lay Rinaldo proftratc on the duft. 
Behold the end of all thy conquefts near t 
Even now thy days, unbleft ! fhall finifli here : 
No longer hope (he cry'd) thy wretched life aao 
Shall 'fcape the chance of this difaftrous ftrife. 
While thus, wirh empty words, the boafter read 
Heaven's high decree, his lance Rinaldo Ipcd j 
Driven through his mouth the bleeding tongue it cleft. 
And, in the midft, of iflfuing fpeech bereft. a 2^ 

He recl'di but Fauftus, with a pious hand. 
The fainting wanior in his feat fuftain'd ; 

Fauftus, 
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Fauftus^ then waging unfuccefsful fighfi 

With Spain's bold chief*, who fternly to requite 

The friendly aid, with falchion fiercely aim'd, 1230 

Lopt fhort the pious hand, and left him maim'd. 

Nor from the foe, thus maim'd, unpunilh'd went 

Th' Iberian knight * — the foe, with force unfpent, 

Th* Iberian's better hand in purple dy'd> 

And picrc'd, but (lightly pierc'd, his bleeding fide; 

Thence on Rinaldo heavier ftrokes beftow'd, 236 

That to the faddlc-front the warrior bow'd. 

Stunn'd.with the ftrokes, while Amon's generous fon 

Scarce held his feat, on him united run 239 

The fwarming throng. — A Gafcon couched his lance 

To wound the knight, when lo ! by dire mifchance. 

His brother, for his foe, the weapon found. 

Sad author of his own difaftrous wound ! 

Unhappy warrior ! by that weapon flain 

Againft another aim'd, but aim'd in vain ! 245 

With trembling voice he fell, his vigour fl^ -, 

His helmet gafh'd a vital current (hed. 

. Rinaldo now (his ftrength and fcnfe returned) 

With tenfold rage, with tenfold ardor burn'd, 

♦ ISOLERO. 
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Fernando this^ and haplefs Nifus knew> 250 

The firft he Mcounded fore, the next he flew. $ 

As pour'd from Apennine*s tremendous height^ 

The flood> with foam of torrent liirges white. 

More fiercely rages in deftruftive force. 

As mounds and fences meet its downward courfe: ^55 
So grew his valour midft his foes enclosed. 

And fiercer rag'd, as more by thefe oppos'd. 

Already, yielding now, the fainting band. 

Beneath the ftrokes of his deflxuftive hand. 

With hopes of conqued: all dieir courage dead, a6o. 

Confus'd and trembling o'er the champaign fled. 

And fudden in Rinaldo's gen'rous brcaft 

All hoftile wai-mth and rival rage fupprefs'd. 

The batde's conflidk fens the warrior's fires. 

The conflidt o*er, the noble blaze expires. 26^ 

Rinaldo now hb rapid courier turn'd 
To where the troop of lovely females mourn-'d 
With tear?and fighsj while pallid looks impart 
The cruel thoughts that rend each trembling heart. 
Before this fair and courtly train he fhow'd 270 

A placid mien, and lowly reverent bow'd ; 
Nor feem'd Icfs gende now, than late he fhin'd 
In arms terrific o'er the warrior kind. 

Mild 
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Mild courtefy on valour grace Beftowsj 

As fet in gold die pearl or ruby fhows. 1275 

On Galerena dien he fix'd his look^ 

When from his lips thefe ftudicd accents broke. 

Tranfcendeni queen I beneadi whofe fceptred fway 
Proud Gallia bends, exulting to obey : 
What grief is mine, that^ whilft to thee my wUl 280 
Inclines a vaflal's duties to fulfil. 
The tyrant love compels my feeble heart 
To adb a traiterous and difloyal part ; 
From thofe bright dames, before their miftrefs* eyes 
To fingle one, my long-devoted prize ! 285 

But he, who ofc o'ertums, without control. 
The wifcft counfel and the firmed foul. 
Takes fi^m my deeds all choice — and O ! 'twere vain 
To oppofe his ftrength, or ftruggle in his chain. 
In iiich a caufe my crime may pardon flnd, 2^ 

Such crimes are veniaMn a lover's niind ; 
And hence I go, refolv'd fome fiiture day 

My better zeal Ihall wipe ihcfe ftains away. 

So fpoke the knight, and fpeakin^ fi'om the car 
With foft compulfion drew the aftonifh'd fair, 295 
While to her heart the blood tumultuous flew. 
And pale and wan her changing features grew. 

G 4 Fain 
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Fain would the queen the rafh attempt withftand. 

And fnatch the captive from the fpoiler's hand : 

To free the maid th' cnamour'd youth deny'd, 300 

And threats and prayers in vain the queen employ'd. 

Her on a fteed of fafe and cafy pace 

He gently feated, to feme diftant place 

Refolv'd to bear the invalu'd prize alone, 

And woo her beauties in a land unknown. 305 

With looks, where onqe the rofe and lily join'd, ' 
Now wan through fear, with eyes to earth declined, 
Thofe lovely eyes that pour'd a filent tide. 
The virgin foUow'd flow her valiant guide. 
The knight, who well by outward figns divin'd 310 
The tempeft brooding in her troubled mind. 
To bend her thoughts his rifing hopes to fhare. 
From her fad breaft to banifli every care. 
His winning fpeech to foft perfuafion fram'd. 
And thus in humble phrafe her pity claim'd. 315 

Fair dame (he cry'd) whence fprings the cruel grief 
That rends thy gentle foul, and mocks relief? 
Ah! why does forrow's fable veil difguife 
The native luftre of thofe angel eyes ? 
What now appears misfortune's four annoy, 320 

May prove thy future good, thy future joy. 

For 
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For heaven's dear fake be then thy tears fupprcft. 
And ftill the fighs that heave thy mournful breafL 
Think not my wildeft hopes would e'er offend 
Thy purer, thoughts— firft earth afunder rend, 325 
To entomb thefe limbs, ere I the caufe fupply 
I To pain thy heart, or dim thy fparkling eye ! 
Ah no ! — fecurely reft— on thee alone 
Depends my will— thy blifs mcludes my own. . 
And let me ne'er a wilh on aught beftow 3 jo 

Unwilh'd by thee — my fburce of joy or woe ! 
He faid, and added more, that not co obey 
Love's impulfc blind, or paflion's youthful fway. 
He bore her thence, but urg'd by courage, cool'd 
With fober prudence, and by reafon rul'd. 335 

He told what from the Pagan's • lips he heard. 
And dwelt on all he knew, and all he fear'd ; 
Then laft his name declared, till then conceal'd. 
And ftrait his manly face and golden locks rcvcal'd. 
As when from parting clouds, in luftre clear, 340 
The ftars of Leda's friendly twins f appear. 
The fwell'd and angry waves no longer roar, . 
And bluftering tempefts vex the deep no^piore j 

♦ Knight of the Syren, f Castor and Pollux^ 

Thus, 
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Thu5> at the glance of thofe commanding eyes. 
Whence mighty Love his nobteft flaoie fupplies, J45 
The tides of grief^ the winds of terror ceafe. 
And all her ftormy breaft is huih'd to peace. 

The damlel on her lover fweetly turn'd 
Her mfodeft looks, while he with ardour bum'd. 
With eager gaze devoured each opening grace, J50 
And hung on all the beauties of her face. 

But while he ponder'd on the means to blefi 
His conihttit fufierings with deferv'd fuccefs. 
What place might footh her beft, what courtlhip ntiove 
Her coyneis to receive his proffcr'd love; 355 

Lo ! one they met, who foon their progrefs ftay'^ 
Hunfelf and ftecd in fabk weeds array'd : 
Horrid his mien ! and on his fhield he bore 
A fpeckled dragon in a lake of gore. 
Rinaldo, with a ftern and haughty look, 360 

He viewed from fiu*, and thus indignant fpoke. 
Say, whither hop'ft thou ralhly thus to bear 
(Ah ! wretch !) a dame fo honour'd and fo fair ? 
To me a pri^c, thys foully gained, refign— 
Be thine the ftiamc of guilt, the purchafe mine. 36$ 
Yield, yield her ftrait— unlefs thou feek*fl to know 

How far this fword can pierce, or «lcivq wy foe. 

' 2 But 
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But irolero> who at diftatace came^ 
With tardier pace» behind rh£ knight and dacae^ 
Soon as the ftranger's challenge reach'd his ear, 370 
Advanced with fpeed> and vainly couch'd his fyuar. 
Sudden he feU before th' opponent's ftroke : 
When thas to Amon's fon the vi£tor (poke 
In fiercer tone — With thee my power fliall wage 
Far other fight, if thou prefum'fl to engage 375 
In fingle trial my defh-u£tive rage. 

At this the Paladin> with high diidaini 
'to proud Bayardo gave the looien'd reinj 

# 

But fudden he, amidd his fiery courier 
Sunk nervelefs down^ nor foon reium'd his force. 380 
Unlook'd for chance I and prefs'd beneath his fteed 
Rinaldo lay, nor art nor vigour fi-eed 
Th' impatient youth, who (trove, but ftrove in vaiii» 
To raife Bajrardo, panting on die plain i 
And fwoln with wrath, on either hand he try'd 38^ 
Threats, ftrength, and flight, and ftroke on ftroko 
apply'd. 

Unlike his former felf the courier lay, 
A ufeleis load amidft the public way. 

While thus Rinaldo rav'd, the ftranger knight 

Againft the champaign ftruck with, furious mi^t sgo 

His 
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His potent fpear^ and lo ! to view difclos^, 
A yawning gulf the central gloom exposed : 
Earth, with deep roar, her opening jaws difplay'd. 
And Nature's laws the force of fpells obey'd : 
When iffuing forth, tremendous to behold ! 29S 

On whirling wheels a dreadful chariot roll'd : 
Four fiery deeds the wondrous chariot drew. 
Their mouths diftain'd with foam of fanguine hue; 
Their colour dark as night i thick wreathy fmoke 
With gathered flame from every noftril broke; 400 
Each cruel eye, with glaring venom filFd, 
The gazer's breaft to fudden terror chill'd ; 
Their neighings hoarfe, and hoofs refounding loud, 
Seem'd bolts and thunders from a burfting cloud. 
To this dire car the knight unknown convey'd, 405 
Half dead with fear^ the pale and trembling maid; 
There plac'd her fafe, and feated at her fide 
He fnatch'd the reins the fnorting fteeds to guide. 
Prepared for new debate, tli' Iberian knight 
Regained his fteed to o'ertake the chariot's flight, 410 
But the ftrong wheels with fpeed fo rapid flew. 
That fcarce his flraining eye-balls could purfue. 
Increafing wrath Rinaldo's bofom fir'd, 
Deny'd to give that aid the fair requir'd ; 

Thus 
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Thus torn, ah cruel! from his arms away, 415 

Like fomc poor fawn, the wolf's unpity'd prey. 

Ah ! haplefs youth ! how foon his hopes arc fled, 

Thofe hopes that late his eager fancy fed ! 

Defp^r and grief divide his foul : by turns 

He fighs with anguifti, and with rage he burns* 420 
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The argument, 

RinalJo, continuing his purfuit of Clarice, at length meets with 
a beautiful youth in the garb of a (liepherd, who jippcars in 
great affliiSion. Rinaldo accofts him, and hears the ftory 
of his misfortunes : he and the young fhepherd conceive 
a friendfliip for each other ; and both, by the advice of the 
latter, go to confult the ora:le of Love. They arrive at 
the wonderful cavern, where they enter, having parted 
through the enchanted (ire, and, after a facrifice, hear the 
oracle delivered from the mouth of the image. 
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AND now the chariot vanilh'd from Ac view, 
^ ^ While gathering round the duft aicending drew 
A fable veil> chat fnatchM from every eye 
The chear&l Iplendcx' of the golden {ky : 
When^ fudden from the ipelflil inHuence (rced^ 5 

With thundering hoof the new-awakened (teed 
Upltardng fierce, indignant fpurn'd the plam^ 
Once more obedient to the ^ur and rein. 
Rinaldo^ diough with g^ief and Ihame opprefti 
(The charm remov'd) his noble beaft addreft to 

To new purfuit, and urg'd his eager pace. 
Where the fleet wheel had left th' indented trace. 
Thick and more 'thick, around the car diipos'd. 
The extending cloud an ample (pace enclos'd, . 

H Where 
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Where not the kcencft glance of mortal fight 15 

(Keen as the lynx) cogld pierce the murky night. 

Meantime with torrent force the rain defcends. 

Yet midft the ftorm and gloom the champion bends 

His anxious fcarch^ with unabated ipeedj 

As undirefted flies his trufty fteed. 20 

I le throws up all the reins, the fpur applies. 

And to his breath the fmalleft paufe denies. 

At length, when Phoebus from the golden wain 

His courfers frees, and feeks the briny main. 

The cloud dividing flits in vapours light, 25 

Nor car he fees, nor fees th* Iberian knight * ; 

No objeft left, fave trees, and lawn, and fhade. 

And (lately Seine, that cuts the verdant glade. 

What tongue (hall tell the cruel pangs he prov'd. 

In thofc drear wilds, from human feats remov'd ? 30 

For fuch a taflc all mortal (kill were vain. 

Thou, Phoebus, canft alone inlpire the drain. 

Wild with his lofs, in delperate aft he ftood. 
By his own fword to (hed his vital blood : 
Now death fcem'd ready at the call of grief^ 3^ 

Without a crime to give his woes relief. 
And now, with frantic gaze the ftrcam he ey'd, 
Prcpar'd to plunge beneath the 6iendly tide. 

• IsotsRo. 

But 
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But hope, that wholly ne'er th' unhappy fails. 
While yet the breath of ebbing life prevails, 40 

Though weak and crufh'd beneath the ftroke offdtc. 
Still ftruggles to refill th' oppreffive weight, 
And whifpers to his foul fome faint relief 
Some foothing thought to calm his rage of grief. 
In fearch of Clarice he means to ftray 4^- 

Through all the realms that feel Apollo's ray : 
When winter whitens every field with fnow, 
When Flora bkls tlie rofe and lily blow ; 
Nor quit the fearch, till he the dame regain 
That held o'er every fenfe unrival'd reign. 50 

The dame once found, he fear'd no lucklefs hour 
Again would part them, though th' united power 
Of warriors, bred between the freezing pole 
And burning circles, (hould his hope control : 
Full well his mighty ftrength in arms he knew, 55 
With love incrcas'd, his martial ardor grew. 
Loft to himfelf, if e'er the wandering feet 
Of ftranger chance rfi* enamour'd knight to meet, 
The knight nor fcts, nor fpeaks j in vifions toft 
Of fond conceit, his fpeech and fight are loft. 60 

Or if fometimes a pilgrim's form he views. 
His eager tongue enquiries vain purfucs ; 

H 2 When 
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When fudden from a voice unknown he hears 
The plaints of forrow in his wondering ears. 
The noble warrior with impatient ipeed 65 

To explore the caufc impels his metded ftecd j 
Perchance with fome fallacious hope impreft^ 
Still prompt to harbour in the lover's breaft* 
And lo 1 he view'd beneadi a pine-tree's fhade^ 
OutltretchU on earthy a graceful fhepherd laid : 7a 
His age the Ipring of life, when early prime 
To Cyprian Venus confecrates the time -, 
When love each bofom fways, nor yet begin 
The downy hair$ to fhade the poliih'd chin. 
Around his limbs a Ihepherd's garb he drew 75 

Of fnow-white fkin, with Ipots of fable hue 5 
And o'er his locks, the lovelieft of their kind. 
In verdant wreatfis die bay and myrtle twin'd. 
Bare from the knee his well-tum'd leg expos 'd ; 
His flender foot ill azure bufkins clos'd 80 

Of fineft grain, that richly to behold 
Were ty'd in varied fornas with bmds of gold. 
Sa feem'd Endymion once in Cynthia's eyes, . 
What time defcending from her native fkies. 
Enclosed by dreams and night's fantaftic powers, 85 
She pafs'd with him the fweedy circling hours. 

Thus 
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Thus oft appears from ocean's wavy bed. 
With iplendors beaming from his radiant head. 
The ftar which beauty's queen complacent views, 
Whofe purple ray exringuilh'd light renews. 90 

In fuch a ftrain the courtly fhepherd pour'd 
His moving plaints, fo fweet his woes deplor'd. 
The ficrccft favage at his grief would melt. 
And hearts that never tender pity felt. 
Tears bath'd his cheeks, and tears his eyes o'erflow'd, 
Thofe eyes that lu^re on the day beftow'd, 96 

While ambient air the burning (ighs confefs'd. 
That burft unceafing from his tortur'd bread. 

Ah nje ! (he cry'd) why cam'ft thou^ love, the foe 
Of every blifs, the fource of every woe ? 100 

With endlefi care to work my foul's annoy. 
To cloud my peace, and poifbn every joy ? 
Alas ! what boafied honrours canft thou claim. 
What mighty triumph to enhance thy feme ? 
A fimple Ihcpherd at thy feet to lay, 16 ^ 

Whcr own'd, when firfl: afiail'd, thy potent fway ? 
I little once bcliev'd thy fatal dart 
Would deign to pierce the homely ruftick's heart. 
When Jove's eternal weapons ne'er invade 
The harmlefs tenants of the rural fliade : x lo- 

H 3 But 
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But fince thou dcign'ft on me, depreft below 
Thofe nobler aims> fuch humble power to fliow. 

Why wouldft thou fix my thought on views fo high. 

Where, hope extinguifh*d, peace muft ever die ? 

Thou, cruel, treacherous God! concealing ftill, 115 

Beneath fair pleafure's form, the Iharpeft ill. 

Thou bid'ft me grafp (O lucklefs turn of fate !) 

An objeft far beyond my humble ftate. 

I n other bofoms love from hope is bredj 

Love feeds i(i mine, and grows, though hope is dead ! 

By beams of fun or ftar, the faithful .dove j^i 

Purfues with hope the partner of his love : 

The bull, in early fpring, for fight prepares. 

And, urg'd by this, his favage rival dares : 

Each breaft, where love is kindled, hope maintains. 

In mine, alas! fole love the tyrant reigns I 126 

While thus he mourn'd, intent Rinaldo heard 
His plaints in bitternels of ibul preferred j 
And tender pity for the youth opprefs'd, 
With added pangs, his own afflicted bread. 130 

Soon as the mourner ceas'd, with eager look 
On him the champion gaz'd, and thus he ipoke, 

O lovely youth ! whole fadly moving drains 
JSo fwcetly Ipcak thy heart's confujning pains, 

Accufing 
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r 

Accufing love and cruel ftars, that (hed 135 

Their baneful influence on tliy haplefs head, 

To me difclofe die ftory of thy grief) 

So pitying Heaven afford thee kind relief. 

Behold a knight, eftrang*d from every good. 

Like thee by fortune and by love purfu'd. 140 

Each hour I live, in fecrct flames I glow. 

To others hateful, to myfelf a foe ! 

Securely then thy mournful tale difclofe, 

« • 

To him whofc bofom thrqbs with equal woes \ 

* 

Since even the wretched foothing eafe confefs, 145 
To find a fad companion in diftrefs. 

Touched with thcfe courteous words, the flranger 
rais'd 
His comely face, and on Rinaldo gaz'd, 
While down his bloonajr cheek the tears purfu'd 
Their frequent courle, and all his vefl bedew*d, 1 50 

Then thus : If thou, Q warrior! feek'fl to know 
What cruel pangs from amorous paflTion flow, 
Unpitied palTion ! from thy fteed defcend. 
And feated on the turf my tale attend. 
Hear — fince like mine, thy foul has leam'd to prove 
The wretched thraldom and the pains of love : 156 
Yet own, howe'er thy life with forrows pine, 
Thofe forrows far, ah ! 'far cxccll'd by mine ! 

H 4 Then 
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Then let thy courteous lips in turn difclofe 

The ?aufc from which thy own affliftion rofe, i(q 

Where proud Numantiai*s ancient kingdom layji 
(The rival p^ice of Home's imperii fway) 
Whoie ions have oft, amid(|k th' embattled train» 
The country dre^ch'd wUh blood of Latians (1^ ; 
Where now the fhepherd fwains (a h^rmlefs band) 
Have fix^d their dwelling from {iifpania's l^nd^ ^6$ 
With evil ft^rs I led my infant years, 
Bom of a fn'e whole wealth excelled his pe<;rs« 
A ftately temple, by our fathers rais*dj 
To' Ventis once with facred altars blaz'd | I'fO^ 

And every .firit returning morn to greet 
Of geqial May, accuftom^d here to meet^ 
From neighJMuring lands the mingled votaries came^ 

To grace with honoured fports th^ Cyprian dame ; 
Nor wholly now they flight the folemn day^i 17^ 

But annual rites to hallowed Macon ps^y* 
There prize? rapg^ reward the vidtor hand : 
Who furthcft hurls ;he difk with fkilful.hand; 
Who firfljwith ftrengd^ and art fuper^or fecn. 
Overcomes the wreftler on the crowded gre?n ; i8q 
Who with his arrow gains the foremoft name^ 
And ftrikes th( nwH that niock'd his rival's aim : 

WhQ 
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Who with fwift foot outruns the racer trsdnj 
And he whofe fpear can beft the courfe xnaintain. 
The damfelsi iprung from humble flate^ advtncei i8| 
And lead in conteft fweet the Iprigbdy dance ; 
Whil( thoie whom Heaven allots a nobler places 
3y birth deriv'd from more illuftrious race^ 
With lip to Up exchange the friendly kils i 
And Ihe whp fweeteft yields the gpntle blifsj igQ 
By common fufifrage gains a wreatli^ to crown 
Her beauty's charms with new acquired renown^ 

And now the Ain has clos'd the fepond year 
(To me how flow the dajrSj the hours appear !) 
Since to the tempki fpr my grief and flu^me^ ig§ 
To rites of May the fi^r Olinda pame^ 
The fair Olinda, cau(e of all my fmart^ 
pf lovely features, but relentlels heart : 
Olindai to our king th' acknowledg'd heir, 
Whofe fame fot beauty diftant lands declare, aoa 
Ah me ! when firft (he ^let my dazzled view. 
Through all my frame a chilling tremor flew t 
Pallid and cold, with psun I drew my breath. 
And life feem'd fluttering on the verge of deadu 
T^or yet thefe fymptoms to myfelf reveal'd 205 

Jhe moftal potfon which my heart concealed. 

But 
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But ftill intent that lovely form I view'd, 
And ndurilh'd grief with love's delightful food. 
At kngth my wound I knew — but what avail'd 
To know my wound, when every medicine fkil'd ? 210 
Too late I ftrove — for love viftorious rdgn*d. 
And o*cr my bofom ruthlefs fway maintainM. 
My fault I knew— but ah I condemn'd in vain 
The fault that ill befcei^'d my lowly ftrain i 
Still tyrant love compelled me to forego 215 

Each fond rciblve, and rufh on deeper woe. 
The living fbimt, with gurgling waters clear. 
Delights not thos the wearied thirfty deer : 
Not thus the pafture green, and dewy mead. 
Delight the lowing herd and fleecy breed : 220 

• Not thus the fanning breeze and cooly {hade 
The pilgrim, fainting from the funny glade ; 
As thofe dear beauties charm'd my ravifh'd eyes. 
Though by fuch beauties her admirer dies. 

The games begin - and firft the Iportive train 225 
Contend to whirl the difcus o*er the plain : 
A gende ihepherd, in the manly play. 
From all his rivals bears the palm away. 
The wreftlingnext fucceeds— and I, whom love 
Impeird, my courage and my (kill to prove, 230 

The 
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The conflict daring, each opponent foil. 

And win the general voice to crown my toil. 

The games proceed — and now the lovely crew 

Of gentle dames their fofter ftrife purfue. 

Full many a nymph I faw (O cnvy'd blifs !) . 235 

With her I lov'd exchange the balmy kifs. 

Ah me ! what fudden thoughts my foul enfiam*d ! 

What tempting frauds my bufy fancy fram'd ! 

Laft in her hand the prize Olinda held, 
For him whole fwiftnefs in the race excell'd. 240 
Prepared I ftand, nor find declining force 
(Though fick with wild defire) refijfe the courle. 
Love can my feet with nimble wings fupply : 
In viewlefs motion to the goal I fly — 
I pafs the reft, and foon the place attain 245 

Where fate the charming author of my pain. 
Soon as I near beheld the royal dame, 
A chilly trembling feiz'd on all my frame ; 
The prize I took, and taking gently prels*d 
Her fnowy hand, while virgin coyneis drefs'd 150 
Her lovely cheek in tints of crimfon hue. 
And prone to earth her modeft eyes flic threw. 

Apollo now withdraws his evening fires ; ' 
With him my brighter fun from view retires, 

And 
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find Ij forlorn, in chcerleis night remain^ %$^ 

The prey of grieC and ftill increaling pain* 

O ! had {oaie power, in pity of the ilrifc. 

From wearied limbs releas'd this wearied life, 

I had not then furviv'd^ fuch pangs to know. 

And feel the growing pangs of deeper woe ! a6o 

In what dire confUft pafs'd the fleeplefs night ! 

How dragged the h(:avy hours ^ morning light ! 

No mor<j I hop'd to view $hat angpl-fece, 

Thofe fparkling eyes, and every namelefi grace -, 

But fete far other doom^, whofe frowvd will %6^ 

J^repar'd to plunge me yet in deeper ill. 

Our, clime, our pkafurics charm'4 the royal fair i 

The temperate feafons, and the genial air. 

The fhelter^d vale, the gcntly-fwdling WD^ 

The ftiady foreft,^ and the limpid rill $ tya 

The fylvan game— from early childhood bred 

To rural fports, a huntreis' life flie led j 

And hence (he chofe a caftle'3 ancient feat, 

And fix'd her dwelling in the lone retreat. 

Oft times flie iffues forth at opening day, 275 

With morning breeze, and Phcebus* glimmering ray. 

What time the tender plants and flowers we view, 

Befpread with fprinkled drops of fUvcr dew : 
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Begirt with huntfmen and with khights Ihe ftands^ 

With daxncs aod damfels dniwn from foreign lands : aSo 

She follows nqw fwift ftags and timorous hares. 

And now for harmlefs birds her net prepares* 

I tha^ with partners fkilfol in the chace. 

Was ever wont the field and lawn to trace. 

And through the country bore an equal name ai$ 

With thofe who praife for ikill and fwiftnefs claim. 

Was foon with courteous look and ipeech retained. 

And midft her troop an honour'd ftadon gain'd. 

Still was I near, for ever at her fide ; 

It fecm'd that fortune now my wiih fupply'd : 290 

Her dog I led, her golden bow I bore^ 

Or held her quiver with its deadly ftore. 

I deem'd it bliis to touch that envy'd veft, 

Whofe anK>rous folds her lovely perfon prefs*d« 

Thus, thus I liv^d, till Phcebus' annual ray a95 

Again brought back the morn of flowery May ; 

When reftlels love, who gives not perfedi: joy. 

While fweets untry'd the lover's thoughts employ. 

Who draws his votaries on to new defires. 

And, while he quenches, kindles fiercer fires, 300 

Impelled me firft to dare the fraudful deed. 

Whence all my forrows, all my woes proceed! 

He 
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He with dark clouds obfcur'd my reafon's fights 

Nor let my judgment fever wrong from right. 

I purposed now, in female garb array'd, 305 

To join the dames, myfelf a feeming maid ; 

So might I hope (O ! fancies rafh and wild ! 

For which I live from every good cxil'd) 

To prefs that mby lip, whence Cupid aims 

A thoufand d^rts, and lights a thoufand flames. 31a 

Nor hard it feem'd to fafhion fuch deceit j 

My youth, my blooming form fecur'd the cheat : 

No tender hairs, matur'd by ripening time, 

Embrown'd my cheeks, that glow.'d with rofy prime. 

Full foon a veftment, fring'd with gold, I chofc, 315 

And all that female art or coft bellows' 

To deck their charms — my fecret I difclos'd 
To one in whom my faith had long rcpos'd ; 
Then reach'd the temple, where I faw refort 
The train of females to their feftive (port; 310- 

While o'er my face a fnowy veil I threw. 
To hide my features from the general view. 
But, eager for their rites, the female throng, 
Of me regardlefs, pour'd in fhoals along. 
Securely mingled with the reft, I feem'd 32$ 

Among the maids a maid, and. ib by. all was deem'd. 

• FuU 
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Full many a lip (each fair in turn careft) 
With little joy, with lefs defire I prcfji'd ; 
At leno:th I came to where Olinda flood. 
Soul of my thoughts, my every earthly good ! 330 
Around her waift, as ivy clafps the vine. 
My arms I threw, and glu'd her lips to mine : 
When ftruck with inftant doubt, all pale, amaz*d. 
The ftartled virgin on my features gaz'd : 
A fudden tremor then my members fhook, 335 

The confcious blood my guilty check forfook. 
Her doubts increased \ with fix'd and nearer view 
She marked, and ah ! too loon my fece fhe knew. 
Then fury kindling in her Iparkling eyes. 
With low, but firm determin'd voice, Ihe cries : 340 
How dar'ft thou, wretch, fo foul a treafon frame. 
How <iar'ft to aft what ftains the brow of fhame ? 
Hence— inftant fly this interdifted plain ! 
Nor hope once more to approach our chafte domain j 
And if I now forbear with rigorous hand 345 

To claim the penance crimes like thine demand. 
Know this — I fear left rumour's breath fhould raifc 
Some lying tongue to taint Olinda's praife. 
But wherefore Ihould I vainly now reveal 
The cruel pangs I then was doom'd to feel ? 350 

Whofe 
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Whofc Ible^remcmbrance ftill renews the fmait 

Of every wound that fefters m my heart : 

I fought to die— but- when I drew the blade 

To take my life, my friend the weapon ftay'd t 

To change my thoughts he try'dj nor vainly tr/d, 355 

With one who never yet his lliit dcny'd* 

He urg^d me thciicc for J^rance to bend my way, 

Where (if report was true) a cavern lay> 

Whofe wonders wide around all tongues proclaim^ 

Nor tell its equal in the world of fame^ j6o 

There, from a golden image> Love forefhows 

*f d all his vaflals future joys or woes. 

And fage advice affords in every ftate, 

Of threatening danger, or of advtrfe fate» 

This day, when morn with early iplendor glowM, 36^ 

The deftin'd path a reverend ftranger fhow'd. 

Not hence remote, o'erhung with nodding (hades. 

The fatal cave a mountain's fide pervades. 

Say now, fir knight, what pangs thy breaft may prove 

From cruel deftiny, or wayward love. 370 

Then let us both to yonder cave repair. 

And from the image needful counfel bear. 

Rinaldo briefly next his ftory told : 
Together now their friendly way they hold j 

6 Nor 
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Nor fiir they journey, ere the mountain nigh 375 

They view, and foon the wondrous cavern ^y : 

A burning fire the cavern's mouth defends : 

Full oppofite a column's height aicends ; 

Deep fix'd in earth of polilh'd fteej it (hineS, 

And bears infcrib'd thcfe monitor^ lines. 3^ 

" With fearlefe feet, ye loyal lovers ! ptefe 
That formidable cavern's deep recefe 5 
But you, ye perjur'd train, far hence retire, 
Nor hope to pals yon ihterdifted fii-e." 

The lofty mount, diat feem'd of living ftone, 385 
In luftre brighc, like flamy crocus Ihone, 
A magic work ! amund whofe fculptuh-'d bafe 
A thoufand figures rofe with vary'd grace ; 
The wars of Love, his nurneYoust)attles gatn'd, • 
And all his trophies from the Gods, obtain'dw 39a 
Florindo (thus was nam'd the gentle youthi 
In love a mirror of unfiiUy'd truth) 
With courage equal to his faith, {M^parM 
To attenq)t Ac cave, the burning tbtrori dar*d. 
And pafling through (as if a wekrome gueft) 395 
His fenfe a pure arid balmy air confe^^d. 
Such as from thick and fndrtal dregs refin'd 
Teeds nofc the tranfient life of frail miankind* 

I Rinaldo, 



1X4 R I N A t D O. BookV. 

Rmaldo> whOj with looks intent, furvey'd 

The ancient loves of £ibled gods portray'd, 400 

Soon as he faw Elorindo fearlefs caft 

Amidft the fiery blaze, and fafely paft, 

'Eager to follow, with impatient fpeed 

He fafely firft fecur'd his foamy fteed ; 

To Vulcan's threatening then his limbs he gave, 405 

And trod widiHep fecure the fecret cave. 

Three holy priefts there chofen to refide. 

And every ritual for the place provide. 

Devout attendants on the bowyer-god. 

The ftrangcrs welcomed to their lone abode j 410 

And at their altar, bade the knights prepare 

To fupplicatc the winged power with prayer 

And pious vows, bfeath'd forth from pyreft thought. 

As by their kind and fage inftruftors taught. 

Mean time the Paladin, whofe better mind 415 
The purer lore of Chriftian grace refin'd, 
Abhorr'd thefe rites -, nor deem'd that aught divine 
In fculptuf^d gold would heavenly powers confine 1 
But rather judg'd fome fiend of hell, concealed 
In fuch a form, the fiiture rimes revealed : 420 

For this, apart the gentle knig^ retired. 
And thcfc vain rites with filcnt gaze admir'd. 

Indignant 
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Indignant now the idol had .deny^d 
iFIis favouring ear^ nor to die youths reply'd. 
But Mcrlini he who fram'd the wondrous fpell, 42;^ 
Conflrain'd the image eac^h eVent to teU^ 
And wifely had prepared with prefcient poWcr 
For every chance of this predeftin'd hour. 

A milk-white bull, that never yet had known. 
In furrowM field beneath the yoke to groan> 430 
Whofe breaft but late with amorous heat on fire, 
Confeis'd the pleafing Hingis of young defire, 
. A grateful viftim oh the altar laid> 
To rnighty Love a facrifice they paid 1 

And next, tp thee ! his^ beauteous mother, flew 435 

Two gentle doves of more than Ihowy hue. 

The rites complete> the cavern trembles round. 

An earthquake feems to rock th' affrighted ground^ 

Above, below, repeated echoes groan 

\V^ith dreadful voices, and with founds Unknown. 440 

So when the fouth aflails the ilormy waves. 

The roaring fea with double fury raves. 

The (tatue nods his head, his pinions quake. 

And rattling from behind his golden arrows fhake : 

When from his lips released, thcfe accents came : 445 

^^ Rinaldo, thou purfue the path of fame, 

I a Thy 
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Thy firft dcfire ! with glory gild diy life. 

Then take the lovely Clarice to wife. 

And crown thy blifs^-know he, diat late convey'd 

From thy viftorious hand the peerleis m^d, 450 

(The maid whoie beauties, with attraftive charms, 

Eftrang'd thee from the great purfuit of arms) 

Was Malagigi, whoie o*erfeeing care 

His chariot brought, from thee thy prize 

And to her friends reftore th' afflicted fair. 455 

Thou too, Florindo ! glow with martial fire^. 

Since arms muft lead to all thy foul defires : 

For know, if yet the truth unknown remain,* 

Thou draw'ft thy birth from b}ood of royal ftrain/' 

The voice prophetic left each beating breaft 460 
With doubt uncertain, yet with hope impreft 1 
To anxious fear fupply'd a Ihort relief . 
And chac'd awhile the gloomy clouds of grief. 
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The ARGUME NT, 

Rinaldo and Florindo arrive where the Chriftians and Pagam 
are encamped. Defcription of the difcipline obferyed in 
the camp of Charlemain. Florindo leaves Rinaldo, and i$ 
introduce4 to the en^perpr, froni whom (le receives the rank 
of knighthood. He delivers a challenge on behalf of himfelf 
and Rinaldo, whofe name he conceals, to enter the lifta 
^th any knights. The challenge accepted and proclaimed^ 
as well among the Pagans as Chriftians. The joufts begui^ 
by RinaldOy who vanquiflies all opponents. He engages 
Atlas, the great chafnpion of the Psigans, and win^ the 

/ fword Fufburta. He fights with feveral Chriftians, and 
among others, kills Hugo, a young warrior of great eftir 
nation. Charles incites Orlando to revenge his death. 
Orlando anc) Rinaldo meet, unknown to each other : their 
battle deicribed, till they are parted by the emperor, ftruck 
with the valour of the unknown knight. Florindo after- 
wards fignalizes himfelf in various encounters. The day 
being ended, he and Rinaldo depart from the camp, Charley 
having in vain endeavoured to detain them. 
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TH £ generous youths the cavern now forfook^ 
And to Italia's reabns their courie betook^ 
Where, prefl by royal Charles, the Pagan date 
Already iear'd the worft from adverfe fate : 
In prdence here of Pepin's mighty fon ♦, 5 

They hop*d for wreaths in lifts of glory won ; 
And here Florindo purpos'd to demand 
The rank of knighthood from the ibvereign's hand. 
The foil they travers'd, which the Julian name 
And Julian deeds have long confign'd to fame. 10 
The rugg^ Alps they croft, in vain oppos'd 
To Afiic's mighty chief f, whofe art difclos'd 
A pais untry'd, to thee imperial Rome, ^ 
Penouncing bloody war's impending doom. 

^ Charles. f Hannibal, 

1 4 And 
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And next they viewed Italians honour'd clinie, 1 5 

In reverence held to far-fuccceding time. 

Hail, facred realm, with palms and trophies crowned. 
All hail, for virtue and for arms renown'd ! 
Of heroes, demigods, whofe glories fill 
The earth, of genius fruitful mother ftill ! 2d 

'Twas thine to fpread thy figns and conquering bands 
To Nabatei and Helperia's lands, 
' And fcorning every hoflile power combin'd> 
(As juft as brave) give laws to all mankind. 

Rinaldo thus ; and fpeaking, as he paft, 25 

His eager eyes around the plain he caft i 
And faw the profpeft rich on cither fide 
With peopled towns and cities' towery pride j 

m 

But no adventure met, that here might raife 

His generous worth, and yield his valour praife j 30 

Or give the meed, which honoured toil beflows^ 

The meed by virtue earn'd— dcferv'd repofe i 

Though long they traveU'd many a tedious night 

Beneath the chiU of Dian's filver light. 

At length they came, by early dawn of day, 35 

Where near encamp'd the Franks and Pagans lay j 

And faw their banners to the breezes ftream. 

And armed hofts refled the dazzling beam. 

Now 
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Now rofc the fun from ocean's wavy bed, 

No vapoury cloud obfcur'dhis golden hcad> 40 

And ftriking full on arms of vary 'd hue. 

From burnilh'd fteel a thoufand Iplendors drew. 

That darting to the (kies a trembling light. 

With glory pain'd, yet pleas'd the aching fight. 

The plain appear'd to burn with Etna's fires, 45 

When flafh fuccedihg flafh her gaping moxuh refpires. 

Here Charles in three divides his martial bands, 
Himfelf with one a rifing ground commands ; 
With one is Namus itation'd on the plain ; 
And prudent Amon guides the remnant train. fq 
The fearful Pagans, by their foes enclosed, 
In Afpramont their troubled ranks dilpos'd ^ 
Though numbers (till, in many a neighboviring poft, 
Maintain'd their ftrength againft the Cliriftian hoft. 
When npw the attentive knights had view'd from far 
The fielcl, the camp, and all the pride of war, 56 
Florindo, generous youth, rcvolv'd in mind 
The noble purpofe he fo late dcfi^n'd. 
And urged his courfe to where in princely ftate. 
Above the fubjeft plam the monarch jfate. 60 

Not fo Rinaldo ; he his courfer rein*d. 

And penfive on the field below remain'd. 

Amidft 
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Amidft the warlike bands Florindo prcfi'd -, [breaft) 

(Arms fcnc'd their limbs and valour warm'd their 

He faw them bent to various ^rts that frame 65 

The nerves to toil, and roufe the martial flame. 

All vile and coward fouls, whofe abjeft knft 

Delights in flothfiil eafe, are banifh'd hence : 

Nor dice,' nor ufelefs games the brave debafe 5 

Nor Bacqhus here, nor Venus finds a place. yo 

He only meets regard, whofe force and art 

From the tough bow can fend the deadly dart : 

He that with cumbrous fhield, and heavy mail. 

Can fteepy heights with fkill and vigour fcale : 

He that can leap, (regardlefs of a foe) ye 

With nimble feet, the fofle that yawns below : 

He that can fearlefs in the hardy field. 

Now high, now low, the leaden ceftus wield 2 

He that with nervous arm the fword can rean 

In fiery circles wave j or fhake the fpear i ^ 8q 

And he, whofe art with each opponent vies. 

To win in crowded lift the wreftler's prize : 

Who dares to wield the ponderous difk engage. 

And he who turns the war-inftru6bing page : 

Who, (heath'd in arms, on foot eflays the courfe, 85 

And he who curbs, or winds the fiery horfe. 

How 
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How loft arc now the hopes of ancient praifei - 
The manners^ cuftoms of primaeval days ! 
What difierent fccncs in war (O foul di(grace !) 
We now behold amongft the Chriftian race ! go 

He^ that in (lothful eafe, in idle games 
Spends every hour, and Bacchus^ fcafts proclaims \ 
Who all his prime to jojrs of Venus gives. 
He, only pri^^'d in camp and army lives I 
What wonder then, if that infernal peft, 95 

That ancient foe to dying Greece confeft. 
Should now with threats our weftem world annoy, 
By ruthlefs arts induftrious )to dcftroy !— 
But whither thus forgetftil of the way. 
Do grief and anger draw mv mufe aftray ? 100 

Whither can love and pity lead my mind ?— 

» 

Ah ! turn and tread the paths we left behind. 
Now, guided by a fquire, Florindo went 
To feek the monarch in his regal tent ; 
^rriv'd, he found the guard that watch'd the gate, 105 
And begg'd admiilion to the fovereign ftate. 
Soon as vith awe-ftruck eyes the king he view'd. 
He bent his knee— a folemn paufe enfu'd : 
A tranfient colour flufli'd his cheek with red. 
Then humbly thus with modeft words he £iid. no 

Oking! 
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O king ! to thee I conie^ ^hofe gjbriou^ name 
Like Phoebus ihines anudft the world of fame : 
I come from thee to obtayi the rank of knight ; 
With gracious hand confer the honoured rite. 

Thus he : the monarch at his prefcnce mov'dj 115 
That fpoke a gentle birth, his fuit approved. 
And hail'd him knight,, though yet unknown the race 
From which his feci^t origin to trace : 
Nor knew the youth himfelf what blood to claim. 

Or what his linage or paternal name, 1 20 

Florindo pray*d Orlando's noble hand 

(The fcourge of God and bulwark of a land) 

Might to his fide the honoyr'd fword apply, 

A lure prefage of future viftory. 

Nor this the noble Paladin deny'd, 125 

But to his fuit in courteous words reply'd. 

The gentle youth his thanks to each renew'd, 

^hen thus his interrupted fpeech purfu'd. 

A knight awaits me near, with me avow'd 
The flave of Love, and to his fervice bow'd: 130 
We, by his torch and cjarts, have fworn to wield 
Our arms for him, his champions in the field : 
Before thy prefence, Charles ! will we maintain 
(The choice of weapons to our foes remain) 

That 
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That he alone can true renown acquire, 135 

Whom Lore ihall guide and warm with noUe fire. 
And hence, fhould one amongft your warriors prove 
(Though ftrangc to tell) the foe of mighty Love< 
And this avow — the conteft let him try— - 
A knight prq>ar'd, fhail make with arms reply. 146 

This bokl defiance general honour won. 
And many a warrbr wifli'd the courfe to run. 
Then gave the king, by herald's voice, command 
To ipread the challenge through the Pagan band. 
Soon wide the rumour flew ; and thofe whofe heart 145 
Ne'er felt the ftroke of Love's refiftiefs darx. 
Or thofe who late the vaflals of his fway, 
Efteem'd his laws not eafy to obey i 
Who now releas'd from bondage, ftill retain'd 
Remembrance of the woes they once fuftain'd ; 1 50 
Appear'd with fpear and fhield to oppofe with jc^ 
His tyrant empire, and his power deftroy. 

Already Charles, d^fcending to the plain 
To mark how well the ftrangers would maintain 
Their challenge giveti j around their fovcreign ftand 155. 
The gallant leaders of each martid band. 
Rinaldo, who the firft encounter dar'd, 
Awaiting Aood wiih ttikU and lance prepared. 

GualtcrQ 
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$ 

Gualtcro firft advanced the jouft to meetj 

And headlong firfl: was tumbled from his feaCi i6o 

A mingled murmur fix)m th' aflSftants broke^ 

Who wondering^ vicw'd this uiiexpefled ftroke. 

The murmur ceas'd, as Anghileno camc^ 

To conqueft U6'd> in arms a mighty name« 

lEach champion's helm the hc^le fpear received i 165 

But Anghileno^ from his faddle heav'd^ 

A fhock fo rude unable to fuftain^ 

Stretch'd at his length> lay weltering on the plain. 

Then Berlinghero^ who the fall beheld^ 

To avenge his Ihame with rage impatient fwell'd -/ 170 

He placed the fpear in reft> he fpurr*d the fleed> 

Swift as a bow impels the feather'd reed : 

But, fiercely fmote, he fbggcr'd in his feat ; 

The reins his hand^ the ftirrup left his feet : 

Again recovered to renew the jouft, 175 

HurFd firom on high he tumbled on the duft. 

Full many^ long by beauty's charms infpir'd. 

Yet now with generous emulation fir'd> 

Eflay'd the conflift> but in vain efTay'd, 

Each, like his feUows, on the plain was laid. 1 80 

Thou firft, though ffax)ng of nerve and large of bone, 

O fierce Ricardo ! from thy feat wert thrown. 

6 Rinaklo^s 
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I 

Rinaldo's force Alcaftus^ Brufus found ; 

Orion> Breflbs^ Pulion, prcfe'd the ground^ 

Ghifmondo foon, like thefe^ commenc'd die fray^ 185 

And foon^ like thefe^ on earth Ill-fated lay. ' 

W ith him Orino falls^ who furious came j 

Whofe eager hafte deceived his weapon's aim : 

His elder born, Arbano try'd the courfe. 

His fecond prov'd no lefs Rinaldo's force ; 1 90 

Then Aldrimantes thirds their youngeft bred. 

Along the earth hb vanquifh'd members ipread. 

While thus with eafe Rinaldo from his feat 
Each warrior threw, and turn'd their quivering feet 
Againft the fky — behold, in armour bright, 195 

The Saracen, fierce Atlas, rufh'd to fight: 
Huge as a tower he ftrikes tlie aftonilh'd eyes. 
His ileed appears an elephant in fize. 
The warrior view'd him with a brave diClain, 
And, fir'd with ardor, loos'd his courfer's rein. 200. 
Without a word or fignal to engage. 
On him the Pagan rufhM in threatening rage : 
Nor more the generous foe his fpeed delay'd. 
But couch'd the lance yet ne'er in vain eflay'd. 
The mute Ipeftators gaze, intent to view 205 

Which knight to earth the rival knight overthrew : 

Of 
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Of thofe their hearts through doubt and terror beat^ 
Of thefe through noble ire and martial heat. 
•With fuch a force, tranfcending human thought, 
Achilles once and gallant Hcdtor fought, 210 

Where Ida, veil'd in clouds his facred head. 
And Xanthus' ftream through fubjeft meadows fpread. 
So rude the (hock, that each appeared to yield. 
And, ftaggering, thrice to eidier fide they reel'd : 
Alike impetuous clos'd each fiery ftecd : 215 

Of flendercr make, but Iprung of fiercer breed, 
Bayardo drove to earth the rival beaft. 
And gave to cruel death a welcome feafL 
Slow rofe the Saracen, who freed wixh pain. 
His feet encumber'd by the courfcr flain. a 10 

Meantime the knight forbears to aim a blow. 
But lights, with fpear unbroke, to await the foe. 
Proud Atlas, with a fmile, infults the knight. 
Soon as he views him from the courfer light ; 
Then from the fcabbard freed he whirl'd around 525 
His fword Fufberta, firft of fwords renown'd : 
Rinaldo dauntlefs his opponent fac'd. 
His better foot before he firmly plac'd, 
His left behind— aikl in the midft the fpear 
He graljp*d> Md dar'd the foe to combat near. 230 

3 The 
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Thfe fiery African * to meet the foe 
Advanced, and aim'd a long-Jefcending blow ; 
The brandiCh'd fpear the falchion*s aim withftood^ 
And from his flioulder drew the purple blood. 
With riOng joy th' exulting Chriftians view, 23 5 

But faddening fears opprefs the Pagan crew : 
The giant foams^ deep rage each feature dyesi 
And flames of fire flafh dreadful fix>m his eyes : 
Loos'd from his gralp he let the fword remain^ 
Secure iufpended by an iron chains 24.9 

Then fciz'd the Ipear^ and with refiftlefs might 
Had nearly thrown to earth the Chriftian knight : 
The fpear he wrefted from his ftruggling hind^ 
And hu'rl'd the weapon on the diftant fand^ 
Fuiberta fierce he wields — ^What now fuftains 245 
Thy force, Rinaldo \ fay^ what help remains ? 
How couldll thou, thus difarm'd, elude thy fate ? 
Loft is thy weapon ; but in every ftate 
Thy heart is unappall'd— he marks with heed^ 
The falchion rais'd, and; leaping round with (peed, 250 
Avoids the weapon that in vain dcfcends, 
And through refounding air an idle paflage rends* 
But ere the Pagan aims a fccond blow, 
Itinaldo dofes with his defperateYoej v 

• ArtAs, 
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The right-hand feizing^ with his dagger Vpoint 255 
He wounds the wrift, then from the feebk joint 
The falchion tears, while helpkfs to wichftand 
The giant views difarnri'd his better handj 
And from his own good fword, with fad furvey. 
Sees death impending o'er his clofing day. a6o 

Now thofe^ who lately deem'd the ftrangcr knight 
Leis wife than daring in fo fierce a fight> 
Whofe arm, no trufty weapon at his fide. 
With fingle Ipear Ms mighty foe defy'd 5 
While mute with wonder on the field they gaz'd, 265 
His prowefs equal with his courage prais'd : 
Yet not A thought fuggefts Rinaldo's name^ 
Though known to each his early thirft of fame. 
The warrior foon his deadly falchion fpedj 
From the huge trunk to lop the gafping head. 270 
Low funk the corfe, a pale and ufelefs load -, 
The haughty foul, while blood in torrents flow'd, 
Dire howling, (ought Avernus' black domain. 
To dwell with horror, grie^ and endlefs pain. 

His fpear regaiiTd, once more to fight addreft, 275 
His generous courfer young Rinaldo prefs'd. 
But firft (his well-earn'd prize) exulting ty'd 
The fword, Fufberta, to his manly fide : 

He 
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He faw completed thus his folemn vow^ 

A weapon purchase from fo lierce a foe t 180 

A fbe> from whom fuch peril late he found i 

A fword for temper through the world renowned 

To cleave the mail, or aim the pointed wound* 

When Otho (who apart reluftaiit ftood. 
Defrauded of his turn by Atlas) viewed 185 

The lifelefs chief, his fpear in reft he took, 
But fell^ in front by brave Rinaldo ftnlckh 
Then> haplefs fortune ! from his faddle caft^ 
By ruthlefs fteel good Hugo breathM his laf^^ 
Firft with Rinaldo's bofom chancM to meet 490 

The hoftile fpear, and fhook him in his feat> 
While fruitlcfs he purfu'd his erring c?ourfe> 
And ipent in hifling air the weapon*s force* 
Hcncc> rous'd to fury, on the youth he flics> 
Beneath his fury gallant Hugo dies t 29^ 

One inftant through his heart the weapoh guides. 
One inftant from his neck the head divides^ 
The fatal fword that drove through Hugo's brcaft. 
The heart of Charles with equal ahguifli prefs'df 
For. while in Court he held an honour'd place> 300 
He (har*d, o'er all, his fovereign's partial grace ^ 
And now, to fee him unreveng*d expire> 
Hia royal bofbm glow'd with generous ire : 

K2 T« 
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To great Orlando, (landing near his fide. 

He turn'd, and thus, with friendly ardor, cry'd. 305 

O ! thou, my beft bdov'd, my more than fon, 
O ! thou, the ftrength, the guardian of my throne ! 
Behold'ft thou not, where gentle Hugo flain 
By impious hands, deferts his focial train ? 
In prime of life, an early facrificc, 310 

Crown'd with our love and crown'd with fame he dies ! 
How bold in figh^ how aftive to purfue. 
How flrong in virtue, to his king how true ! 
His lofs o'er France Ihould Ipread the cloud of grief. 
And every eye lament their bloommg chief. 315 

But we ! O kinfinan ! to his merits owe 
The tcndereft duties paid by kindred woe. 
Shall fuch a champion thus refign his breath^ 
And unrcveng'd wilt thou behold his death ? 
Shall yonder foe that well-known courage quell 320 
By which Almontes and Troyano fell ? 
Subdue the boafter's pride— aflcrt the claim 
Of tribute due to Hugo's honour'd name. 
Exalt once more the fully'd pride of France, 
That now lies crufh'd beneath a ftrangcr's lance. 325 

Wi^i words like thefe, the monarch would excite 
His kinfman brave to meet as brave a knight : 

But 
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But he, who firft from empty ftrife refrain'd, v 
Nor (ought for trophies in the jouft obtain'd. 
Declines the field s till at his fovereign's prayers 330 
He yields his will, and for the lift prepares. 
All, fave his helmet, arm'd riie warrior ftands. 
Then iudden for the fight his helm demands. 
Soon o'er his brows the honoured load is placed. 
That once Ahnontcs* noble temples grac'd. ^j^ 

Rinaldo, by his fhield Orlando knew. 
That, near advancing, to the combat drew. 
And, joyfol for th' event, his courier whecr4 
To dare the trial of that glorious field. 
Here, mufes, let your facred fountain flow, 3 40 

And mightier fuccours on your bard beftow ! 
Here equal to the theme his voice to raife. 
And martial fubjefts fing In martial lays : 
And thou, Minerva, now my foul expand. 
As then thy power confirmed each champion's hand : 
'Tis thine no lefs in verfc than arms to fhine, 346 
Of Mars or Phcebus either palni i^ thiqe. 
As when in conflidt on the wavy main, 
T^^ veflcls arm'd the dubious fight maintaiji 5 
By turns their force againft each other try^^ jjo 

While oars and changbg winds their ai4 fupply ; 

K 3 V'xrt 
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Dire marks of rage are fecn on either fide, 
And deep beneath them groans the trembling tide : 
So met the knights : with equal llrength impelled 
The (pears in thunder through each buckler held 355 
Their dreadful courfc : each fteed the ihock confcfs'd, 
Firft Brigliadoro, then Bayardo prefs'd 
The founding earth — again the ftrife to dare. 
At once arofe thcfe thunderbolts of war. 
Still prompt to ftrike, or ward the coming blow, 360 
Each fees the valour of his gallant foe. 
Before his bread Orlando's buckler blaz'd. 
His better hand the fatal falchion raised* 
While, circling round, in vain Rinaldo tries 
With rapid ftep, and with obfervant eyes, 365 

To find fomc pais exposed \ the cautious knight 
Mocks all his hope-* a mailer of the fight! 
No feint, no motion draws him from his guard, ^ 
To fhift his ilation or neglect to ward. 
At length his breaft exposed Rinaldo leaves ; 370, 
His bread expos'd, the rival fword receives : 
For while above Orlando's weapon flam'd. 
And feem'd at good Rinaldo's helmet aim'd, 
Defccnding fudden, fi-om his breaft it drew 
Some drops thatting'd the mail with purple hue. 375 

Blood 
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Blood dew'd his mail^ but from his eye-halls cam^ 

With rage uneqiiall'd, (beams of livid flame I 
All caution now forgpt, the fteel he drov^ 

Againft the crcfty loud luffing from abore : 
Orlando's head could fcarce the blow fuftain, 38Q 
He bent his knees, and ft^g^r'd round {he plain i 
3ut ibon refover'd, and as ienfe retum'd. 
With boiling rage his imnoft boibm burn'd. 
Such Jove af^ars, when from his wrathful h^nd 
He darts through fable clouds the forky brand. JB5 
Rinajdo now prepar'd^ as near him drew 
The fierce Orlando, terrible to view. 
Behind his buckler crouch'd, to meet the blow 
Impell'd with either hand by his tremendous £>e. 
Thus, when the humid wind deep murmuring round^ 
With rain unfriendly threats the fertile ground, 391 

The pilgrim, who beholds tjie lowering flcies, 

» 

To fhed or cot fof welcome Ihelter (lies. 
But, though with frantic hafte, the erring fkegl 
Turn'd in his graip, and flat the weapon fell ; 395 
The buckler, with the force, in pieces broke^ 
His helm beneath r^ceiv'd die cruel ftroke $ 
The creft it reqt, but fafe the cafque enclos'd 
The warrior's head» and further harm oppos'd* 

K 4 ^^ 
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So fierce a ihock unable to fuftain, 400 

With both his knees Rinaldo prefs'd the pl^n : 
But foon great Anion's (on recover 'd ftood^ 
With rage redoubled^ and with ftrength renew'd : 
His kinfman's ihoulder felt the blade, whofe force 
Through fevcr'd plate and cuirais held its courfe^ 40JI 
And iflliing blood had dy'd his ihining arms ; 
But fate fccur'd his life with potent charms. 
Like Cygnus or Achilles (names renown'd) 
QrJiando's frame defy'd the threatened wound. 
Who now fhall tell what direful ftrokes they dealt, 41^ 
How each from each the weapon's fury felt \ 
What fhatter'd mail and harnefs rent away. 
Around the plain in glittering fragments lay ?. 
What ikiU or vigour either knight difplay'd, 
Whofe like in battle heaven had ne'er furvey'd \ 415 
That heaven, which every mortal deed defcries. 
By beams of day, or night's unnumber'd eyes ? 

The Chriftian hoft, the Pagan bands amaz'd. 
In awful filence on the combat gaz'd; 
While with himfelf imperial Pepin's fon *, 420 

Rcvolv'd what unknown knight fuch praife had won. 
Francardo now, Mambrino he divin'dj 
And now Clarillo rifes to his mind. 

Three 
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Three knightfs, whofe worth is Fame's eternal theme, 

_ I 

Beyond the feven-mouth'd NHc or great Euphrates* 

ftream. 425 

Meantime his cuirafi-plates Rinaldo viewM^^ 

^nd fraarting breaft with ifluing gore bedew'dj^ 

But found with edge or point he vainly try*d 
To wound Orlando, who a wound defy'd. 

And now his thoughts fuggeft in clofer fight 430 

To eiflay the prowefs of the rival knight i 

He hopes in wreflling yet his foe to foD^ 

Hintifelf well nurtured in the manly toiL 

His aim Orlando views, nor ihuns to meet 

The profFer'd conflift, fearlefs of defeat. 435 

And lo ! the fhruggling warriors cfofely join'd. 

With fece to face, with arms and legs entwin'd. 

His betteJF foot Rinaldo now addrefs'd 

Againft Orlando's left, and now his bread: 

With nervous vigour to his own he prefs'd. 440 

Orlando then, with ever daundefe heart. 

To ibength unequal'd adding matchlefs art, 

Around his neck in ftrift embraces clung. 

And like Typhaeus huge, a dreadful burthen hung; 

Impatient now, the fruitlefe flrifc they view*d, 445 

Aad briny ftrcams each weary limb bcdcwU " 

At 
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At length again the former fight they brav*d^ 
Now high, now low, their gleamy fwords they wav'd. 
Their former fight renew'd, the plain around 
Again returned the claihing armour's found i 4^0 
In air the ftrokes re-echo'd long and loud, 
like peaU of thunder from a burfting cbud« 
' But royal Charlcs> who view'd with wondering eyes 
Two champions dius contend for honour's prize> 
Forbade all further, ftrifc— Enough in fight 455 

He deem'd the prowcfs ihewn by either knight, 

Himfelf had every vengefol diought fupprcft. 
Which late the ftranger kindled in his breaft, 
Atid own'd the fovereign force of honour's charms. 
Of virtue, prov'd in deeds of glorious arms, 460 

Though rare it ieems in human power to quell 
Th' impaflion'd flarts that in the foul rebel. 
The wife, on cool rcflcftion, ftill reftrain 
Each wild excels with reafon's curbing rein : 
And ofi: it proves, where love of virtue dwells 465 
In generous minds axKl evil thence expels. 
By flow degrees it quenches all defire 
Of fell revenge, till hate and rage expire. 
For noble fpirits, of congenial kind. 
Whom friendly links of focial union bind, 470 

9 If 
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Jf e'er percbancej awhile the tyc they loofe. 
Soon ftroijger Ipve the gende band renews* 

The prudent king, his anger chang'd to love, 
Between the noble knights his cour&r drove : 
So feems fonie barrier raised amidft the meadsj 47 1 
To part the rage of t^o ungovern'd fteeds* 
He with a look thole haughty chie& reftrain*d| 
A look where more than mortal greatqefs reign'dt 
Then thus in Toothing ipeech their e^rs addreis'd^ . 
yind calm'd ^he rage in either rival breaft. 480 

Ah ! ceaie in fuch a quarrel to puriue 
Your mutual peril — wrath and hate lubdue ; 
And fince each knight has made in combat known. 
His (kill and force, to cither army ihown. 
Now Ihow how each, at reafon's powerful fway 485 
Himfelf can conquer and her laws obey. 
Your virtues prov'd, attend a monarch's prayers- 
Let others now the field of glory fhare. 
Embrace, my fons ! and let me hope to find 
All difcord chac'd from either generous mind. 490 
And thou, O valiant ftranger ! now unfold, 
(Whofe hand is mighty as thy heart is bold) 
Thy name and lineage— fo my lips may tell 
A knight whofe worth and deeds aU praife eaccel. 

Rinaldo 
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Rinaldo thcn~0 ! king, my humble date 495 
But little claims attention from the great. 
And Icaft from the? — nor can I, void of {hame> 
In arms unknown, reveal my worthlefe name. 
For what thou further bid'ft, .whatever befall, 
I Hand prepar'd to obey thy will in all : 500 

And here the laurel and the palm of fight 
I gladly yield to yon unconqucr'd knight. 

He faid } and reverent low his head inclin'd 
To kifs his kinfman'^ hand, whofe noble mind 

Forbade this homage, but with courteous grace 505 
Conferred the welcome of a friend's enibrace ; 
Him glorious viftor of the field he nam'd. 
And to the Ikies his valour's praife proclaimed : 
Then, at his word, a fuit of amis was brought, 
Compaffc of fcale, with art and labour wrought, 510 
Of adamantine temper, prov'd in fight. 
His trophy conqucr'd from a Mporilh knight. 
The azure furcoat, fplendid to behold. 
With filvcr rich, and rich with laboured gold. 
Thcfe arms he gave the youth j for well he view'd 515 
Rinaldo's arms in battle pierc'd and hew'd. 
Nor by his kinfman would the noble fon 
Of Amon reft in courteous deeds outdone i 

But 
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But bade his fquire produce a lion's hide> 

The tawny hairs with white diverfify'd 5 $10 

A nadve once of Afric's favage land. 

The prefent of a gentle baron's hand : 

Ponderous the fpoils ! with head and grifly jaws. 

With yellow curling mane and golden paws. 

This gift Rinaldo deftin'd to requite 525 

The generous courtefy of Brava's knight ♦. 

Meantime the ftern Maganzan Gryphon ftay'd. 
And rav'd, impatient for the jouft delay'd. 
The haughty warrior from his fteed on high. 
With warlike port attradbed every eye. ^2^ 

Such was his pride, he deem'd the prize from all. 
For deeds of valour, on himfelf muft fall. 
With him had nearly now Rinaldo clos'd. 
But here the young Florindo interpos'd. 
Already had he wrought (the youth declar'd) 535 
Such deeds as each with wonder ihould regard ; 
Behov'd him now, all bleeding from the fray. 
To heal his wounds, and yield the glorious day 
To him, who ne'er had earn'd a warrior's name, 
A. cmkn ipcftator of the deeds of fame. 540 

Behold, O Gryphon ! he whofe force fhall make 
Thy lofty foul her empty pride forfake I 

• O&X.AND0. 

Thou, 
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Thou, that didft fcom Orlando's arm to fear, 
Now ^rft (O fliame !) beneath a ftripling's ipear. 
Florindo then Avino laid in duft t 545 

And Anfuigi v^nquifti^d in the jouft i 
Alike his arm with Dionyfius dealt ; 
His force Avorio and Anfelmo felt : 
The Scot Salmones, Englifh Albert found j 
Viftanio, fent from Paris, prefs'd the ground* 55^ 
With thefc he hurl'd to earth a numerous train, 
And reap'd full harveft of the martial plam* 

Rinaldo, with expanding heart, furvey'd 
The noble deeds his brave compeer dilplay'd. 
At length, the joufts complete, the day expired, 555 
And CJiarles, attended, to his tent retir'd ; 
But ere he parted, fought awhile to ftay 
The two brave warriors from their purpos'd way ; 
And urg*d again Rinaldo to reveal 
His name and country, nor his ftate conceal j 560 
But urg'd in vain — and hence the monarch ceas'd 
From more entreaty; and the knights released 
With fair accord— -when thefe in hafte withdrew, 
Through other lands adventures to purfue* 
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The ARGUM£Nt- 

Rinaldo and Florindo depart from the Chriftian camp, ana 
hear the lamentation of Hugo's father for the death of bis 
fon killed by Rinaldo. The two knights arrive in the 
mournful wood, where they find sL company of knights 
weeping over the tomb of a dead lady. Rinaldo engages the 
knight of the tomb, and deftroys the enchantment. Story 
of the knight of the tomb. Rinaldo and his friend after* 
wards arrive at the Palace of Courtesy, on Mount Paufi* 
lippo. The place dcfcribcd. Their reception* 
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TH £ wirlike pair forfake the teiitcd plain. 
Where no frefh palnris to grace theif deed^ 

retnain, 
Since in dieir forts the Nfoorifli (qtiadrons lid. 
Nor iffue forth the Chance of arms to try. 
The knights their way to new adventures take^ 5 

To encounter future toils for hohoiir's fake ; 
That honour warm in every noble breaft^ 
The foe of floth and unperformifig reft. 

Meantime they fee from kindled torches (tream 
Acrofs the fields full many a friendly beam 5 -10 

That through the gloom of all-concealing night, 
Reftores each objeft to the doubtful fight. 
And liftening now, the deep complaints they hear 
Of forrow breaking on the troubled ear : 

L Loud 
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Loud and more loud the plaintive accents grew, 1 5 

Till nearer now the lights approaching drew : 

With thefe a man low bcftt wfh. weight of years> 

Such as the clofing ftage of life appears : 

Mis linibs atrajr'd in moomitjg's fable vcft> 

With heart-felt anguilh on his looks impreft. aa 

He (igh'd, he wept, he beat ki wild defpair 

His cheeks, and breaft^ and rent his hoary hair. 

Lo ! this the fire of gallant Hugo flain. 

The fire> who mingling with the martial train^ 

Through care paternal with his offspring came ^ 25 

Too old himfelf to fight in fields of fame. 

With ftars averfe,. with iU-prefaging j(kies> 

He came, alas ! to fee with woeful eyes> 

The fatal chance j from fuch a fight to prove 

The decpcft anguifh of a fathcr^s love. jp 

Soon as the I)ale> the headlefs corfc he view'd^ 

In iflirii^ ftreanos of crimfon gore imbru'd,. 

He fell> and falling on his Hugo's breaft> 

The body in his wild embraces prefs'd -, 

Then to the wound his reverend face apply 'd, 3 J 

The wound llill gaping in Ws bleeding fide : 

So lay the wretched fire, his fenfes fled, 

Himfelf half fcnfclels o*cr the fcnfelds dead. 
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But when his Ipirit to its home return*d^ 
Again he wept, with fighs his bofom burned, 40 

Till from his trembling lips thefe accents htokc. 
And thus in agony of foul he (poke. 

O fon bclov'd ! O fon, my fole delist ! 
My only offspring, flaughtcr'd in my fight I 
There lieft thou flain— and,ah! heart-rending thought t 

^ • 

For fuch a caufc to death unrimely brought ! 46 

O t fatal end of unarailing prayer ) 

Q ! fruitlefs hopes ! O vows diipers'd in air I 

Why muft I^ ruthlefe powers 1 fuch grief fuftain I 

Ah ! why of heaven and heaven's decrees comi^ain ? 50 

Yet thou> who gave him birth^ in death art bk&p 

Thou, dearcft confort ! fleep'ft in peaceful reft i 

While I, unhappy, but prolong my date. 

To drain the laft and bitter dr^ of fate I 

Ah ! where is now the vr(age lopt away 5 j 

From that dear trunk ? — perchance a ftrartger's prey 1 

No more that face a father's eyes fhall ble& 1 

No more a father's kifs that Up (hall pre(s ! 

He faid, and fcarching round, with heedful view 
In blood and duft the fully 'd features knew : 60 

Eager he ran, his frantic hands he fpread, 
Unlac'd the helm, and kifs*d the ghaftly head, 

L n Then 
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Then bath'd it with his tears-^heart-breaking fight ! 

An objedt dire of horror and aflfright 1 

Fix'd on the head he bent lus earned: look ; 65 

This in his pious trembling hands he took ; 

This to his lip from time to time he drew. 

Nor fhrunk with terror from the dreadful view -, 

How ftrong paternal love I — at length renew'd. 

He thus, with fobs mcreas'd, his plaints purfu'd. 70 

Ah ! where is now that eye's dear luftre fled ? 
The grace fo lately o'er thofc features ipread ? 
Thefe cheeks no more their bloomy colour boaft. 
The lively ruby of his lip is loft ! 
Is that the fece (with fqualid gore imbru'd). 75 

The face which once with fond delight I view'd ? 
The more n[iy bleffing then, the deeper now 
I feel my forrows— funk from joy to woe ! 
Ah ! take the laft fad rites to grace thy fliade. 
The rites more fitly to a father paid. 80 

With thefe unhappy hands thy eyes I clofc. 
Farewell ! — for ever now in peace repofc. 
By me if unreveng'd my Hugo lies. 
Know Heaven fuch folace to my age denies -, 
That Heaven which now, with time's all- wafting couiie 
Has drain'd my wither 'd limbs of youthful force. 86 

Touch'd 
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Touched wiih the fiiffi^rer's fate, Rmaldo felt 
His generous breaft with tender pity mck : 
Fain would he yield his pangs fbme kind relief. 
By nature prompt to fympathize with grief: 90 

But well he knew his fpeeches muft impart 
Not balm, but anguifli to a father's heart : 
Then filent from the mournful fcene he goes 
Lamentmg thus another's curclefs woes. 

And now in ruftic fheds the warriors cboofe 95 
A ihelcer from the night and lunar dews. 
But foon as morn revives her purple fires. 
And banifh'd darknefs to her cave retires. 
By ways untrod they pals, obfcure and rude, 
And reach at length a folitary wood, lOO 

Where, glooms, abhorrent of the cheerful day, 
Exclude the light of Phoebus* friendly ray. 
Here, flowly winding from its heighbouring fource, 
A turbid river rolls with noifelefs cour^. 
The bottom hid from fight: beneath the tide 105 
No fifhes breed, no gentle nymphs reiide. 
The waters thence an ample circuit make. 
And ftand collected in a Ipacious lake. 
Around whole margin yews and brambles grow. 
But no fair trees that grateful Ihade beftow. no 

h 2 In 
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In vain aroand him gaz'd each gende knight. 

Where not an ohjed gUd^ his penfive 0ght : 

No charrhs had Nature there^-al]> all inniprds'd 

Unwonted fadnefs on the (Granger's hreaft. 

The fky was ever thick, with clouds obfcur'd, 115 
The air for ever putrid fogs endur'd -, 

Dcform'd the plants, the river foul with ftains. 

Nor herbs, nor flowers enrich the barren plains. 

The youths proceeding, as they nearer drew, 

A (lately fepulchre attrafts their view, 1 20 

And round the ftrufture many warriors ftand 

With looks of anguifh, a delpairing band ! 
Each feema with pangs of thrilling grief oppreit, 
Th^y rend their locks, they beat their manly breaft ; 
They vent their Ibrrows in unwonted cries, 125 

While to their plaints the founding wood replies. 
The fepulchre, compos'd of living ftone, 
Refplendent a^ the poliih'd mirror Ihone -, 
Traniparent as the cryftal ftream, that ihows 
Whate'er the banks within its bed enclofe, 1 30 

That both the warriors, gating on the tomb^ 
Could pierce the fecrets of its inmoft womb^ 
Jn which, enfhrin'd (O wondrous to declare !) 
A dmne they faw^ of features heavenly fain 1 34 

Though 
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Though deady yet even in deatht her beauteous fraoie 
Could heaven aod earth with kindling love inflame. 
In her white breaft a dart impurpled ftoodi 
And at her back appeared the pointed wood. 
Like fleecy fiiow was feen her vilage pale> 

r 

Like ihow juft dropt from Juno's frozen veil 140 
Her eyes were clos'd, yet clos'd love ftill reveal*d 
Thofir treafur'd fweets no envious lids conceal'd. 

While either champion, in a thoughtful mood. 
With looks intent the Ufelefs damiel view'd, 
Lo ! from the warriors one, whofe a(pe£l fliow'd 14^ 
More deep diftreis, whoie tears more conftant flow'd, 
Suppreis'd his iflliing plaints, but when he ceas'd 
From outward plaint, his inward grief increased : 
His helmet he regain'd, his courier prels'd, 
And in thefe words the martial friends addrefs'd. 15a 

Ye knights ! prepare from yon ill-omen*d lake, 
Thefe waters form, a potent draught to take ; 
The virtue fuch, that he whofe lip receives 
The fpelful ftream, with fudden anguifh grieves ; 
Thenceforth for ever fix*d his haplefs do6m, 155 
To mourn die dame that fleeps in yonder tomb* 
No more delay — the fatal beverage try. 
Or make th' election by this hand to die, 

L 4 Rinaldo, 
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Rinaldo, fmiling as in fcorn, reply'd : 
Then, warrior, let the chance of arms decide, |6o 
Since enmity and ftrife thy foul requires. 
Thou meet'ft a man to anfwer thy defires. 
If by thy hand Heaven dooms me to be flain> 
Now take my life as Heaven's decrees ordain. 164 

While thus he fpoke, bothfearlefs whcePd thefteed. 
And fcarlefs met with courage, ftrength, and ipeed. 
One at the bread, one at the helmet- aim'd. 
And either thruft the champion's (kill proclaimed. 
Rinaldo ((d\ before the forceful ftroke. 
The weapon's fury on his head-piece broke : 170 
Bun he, with d^adlia^ might his lanpe addreis'd. 
And pierc'd the rival warrior's heaving breaft. ~ 
With wrath zt\d confcious fhame Rinaldo glows. 
And, fooi> recovering, from the plain he rofe. 
Fierce for reycnge - but when along the ground 175 
He faw die foe in ftreams of crimfbn drown'd, 
AH hoftile rage his generous heart forfook. 
And pity there her gentler dwelling took. 

He ran and loos'd the helmet from his head. 
To call bac)c life that (eem'd for eyer fled : i 8q 

Soon as his face receiv'd the frefhening breeze, 
Jhc wounded knight rcyiy'd by flow degrees | 

He 
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He rais'd his eyee^ a mournful figh he heay*d : 
Rinakloj though with mild compaflion griev'dj 
Yet qucftion'd wherefore (not exempt from blame) 
His mind devised this challenge llrange to frame. 186 

He then— My lips finccrely Ihall difclofe 
The caufe from which this cuftom firft arofe, 
If death pernut, whofe unrelenting gloom 
Enfolds me Tound, and fcals my fpeedy doom. j 50 
Should fuch a law to thee unjuft appear^ 
Condemn that deftiny, whofc lot fevere 
Fair Icnighthood's love compelled mc to forego, 
And feck my comfort from another's woe. 

In prime of life by fate's decree, I found 195 

(lU fate for me) my early wilhes crown'd. 
I woo'd and won to wife a peerle& maid. 
Whom now thou fceft in yonder marble laid, 
A knight was I for prowefs far efteem'd, 
A virgin (he above her fex was deem'd aoo 

Of more than human charms — her heavenly face 
Might bend to love the moil obdurate race* 
No fuitors yet her gentle heart imprefs'd 
Save I alone— I ail her thoughts poflefs'd. 
And while full many a yielding maid and dame 205 
Stoo^ prompt with mc to f(;el the rapturous flame, 

Her 
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Her chamw a]on€ my conftant fiiith employ. 
So glide my hours and days in peace and balmy joy ! 
But ah ! from black Tartarean fhades below, 
'J'herc came, to change at once my blifs to woe, 210 
That impious peft, who thro' the world deftroys 
The hope of love and poifons all his joys : 
Dire Jealoufy, with falfe dcftruftive talcs 
'My wife^ my deareft Clytia's breaft afiails. 
Oft was I wont alone, in fylvan iport, 2 1 5 

Amidil thefe woods and coverts to refort $ 
And when the fun Ihot forth his warmeft ray. 
To feek for flicker from th* oppreflive day j 
Here, in this grove with nature's gifts array'd. 
With every charm that decks the flowery fliade, 220 
Not fuch as now — when lassy horror reigns 
And chills with fadnefs all the curdling veins. 
In this retrea( (for beauty then admir'd) 
The nymph HermiUa oft with me retir'd. 
The diftafF, loom, and needle's art difclaim'd, 225 
She bent the bow, die dart and arrows aim'd ; 
And while flie glow'd to mix in Cynthia's train, 
Difown'd the goddefs of th' Athenian fane* 
Fair was Hermilla's form, her features fair* 
Ah ! cruel form that wrought my foul's defpair ! 230 

There 
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There were who Clyda's haple& ear abu^d. 

And my unchanging heart of change accus'd ; 

That cruel I, for all her love diiplay*d. 

With bafe return fuch conftant faith betray'd j 

That oft, for (heltcr from the burning heat, 235 

With me Hemnilla Ihar'd this cool retreat. 

But Clytia ere her lips my crime reprove, 

Refolv'd to wimefs firft my breach of love. 

The place (he Tought, and at my wonted hour 

Remained in covert of the thickeft bower. 240 

I came, with moifture dcw'd, with toil oppreft^ 

And woo'd, reclin'd on earth, refrelhing reft. 

Not diftant far, befide the dimpled lake^ 

I heard a ruftling in the leafy brake 5 

Then (haplefs wretch) my fatal dart I threw — 245 

{I deemed fome fylvan game conceal'd from view) 

Swift flew the dart with unrefifted force. 

And held through twifted boughs its certain courfe ; 

Then deep in Clytia's breaft a paflage found. 

And, wounding her, gave me a mortal wound. 250 

Ah ! me, ihe fell beneath the deadly ftroke^ 

When from her lips a cry of anguiih broke 

In feeble notes that chill'd my ftartled breaft. 

Though the poor fufFcrcr flood not yet confcft. 

Struck 
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Struck with the found I flew, and dreadful viewed 255 

(A fight in memory ever ftill renew'd) 

My lovely bride, as fainting pale fhc lay. 

And pour'd in fanguine ftreams her life away : 

With frantic haftc my arms around her twin'd, 

Clofe to her pallid lips my lips I join'd ; 260 

And drove the purple current to reftrain. 

At leaft awhile her fleeting foul detain, 

And ere Ihe breath'd her laft this comfort prove. 

To exchange a few fad words of parting love. 

At length Ihe half tinfcal'd her heavy eyes, 265 

She law my tears, flie heard my mournful cries. 

She wept, (he figh'd, while fcarcc my trembling ear 

In broken accents feem'd her voice to hear. 

O ever dear! O befl: beloved (I cry'd) 

What envious fortune tears thee from my fide ? 270 

Forfake not thus thy bofom's faithful lord, 

Curfl: in thy death and by himfelf abhorr'd! 

At Icaft behold what vengeance for thy fake 

This hand, in jufHce, on myfelf fliall take : 

Here turn thy eyes — this laft this mournful time, 575 

Nor punilh thus a wretched hufband's crime. 

I faid : on me Ihe fix'd a tender look, 
Jhat pierc'd my inmoft foul, when thus Ihe fpoke. 

O ! dcarcft 
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! deareft confort ! fince malignant fate 
Forbids our union here a longer date, 280 
If pity yet for Clytia wamn thy breaft, 

Refufe not now to indulge my fole requeft ; 
So when I tread the lonely Stygian coaft. 
This thought may footh my melancholy ghoft. 

That flie> Hermilla, caufe of all my woe, 285 

Shall ne'er with thee the rites of Hymen know— « 
Grant this— O ! dear by every tender band— 
She faid, and ftretching forth her chilly hand. 
Embraced my neck, then clos'd her fwimming fight. 
Ah ! never, never more to view the light ! 290 

1 then— My beft belov'd, life's deareft part 1 
What doubts have touch'd thy fond mifguided heart ? 
Ah me ! what caufelefs fear, what light furmifc 
Diflblves the knot of love's moft facred tiqs ? 

Ah me I one lucklefs hour of ra(h belief 295 

Condemns my future days to endlefs grief! 
O wretched man ! whofe too, too changing ftatc 
Subjefted lies to every frown of fate ! 

Thus I — my words when dying Clytia heard, 
A ray of joy her mournful features cheer'd, 300 

As if her fpirit bleft its near releafe, 
Tq leave its earthly pains for heavenly peace. 

Wild 
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Wild with my lofs^ I Hood prepared to flied 
My life, now hateful for my Clytia dead. 
But that 1 deem'd my blood alone would prove 305 
Too light atonement for ofFeqded love. 
I will'd thofe pangs, which every wretch mtift know 
Who lives felf-tortur'd, to himfelf a foe. 
Who loaths the fun in heaven's ethereal vault. 
Should be the lafting penance for my fault.- 310 

And that my foul might never know relief. 
For ever near the objeft of its grief^ 
I caus*d a fage, m arts of magic (kill'd. 
Of clear pellucid ftone yon tomb to build. 
That holds the once dear partner of my heart, 315 
Still in her bread infix'd the fatal dart : 
Though dead, by Ipells prcferv'd in beauty's prime, 
Unchang'd by feafons, undecay'd by time. 
But ill thefe fcenes, where peace and joy combined, 
Bcfeem'd the anguilh of a wounded mind : 320 

Hence, at my prayer, the fage confcnting, fill'd 
Thefe fliades with gloom that every bofom chill'd. 
Congenial glooms — nor here an objeft brought 
To abilradi from prefent grief the brooding thought* 
Such was th' enchanter's power, his words had force 
To (hake the earth, and trouble Phoebus' dourfc. 316 

And 
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And more — -to find in my difaftrous llate> 

Friends of my woes and partners in my &ce s 

That Clytia's death might ever be deplor'd 

With rites befitting her my foul ador'd; 330 

I willed him here his further arts to franie^ 

And charm the (treamsj that each who hither oune 

To quench his thirft, might nourilh in his breaft 

Strange griefs for her that lies in filent reft; 

So fliould he here refide in fix'd defpair, 335 

And join with me to mourn the haplefs fair; 

As now thou fce'fl, where wrapt in Ibrrow's gloom 

With eyes intent they gaze on yonder tomb. 

Hither I came> prepared, by ni^t^ by day. 

In this abode to wear my life away : 340 

And every warrior here, by fortune brought. 

This arm compelled to tafle the fatal draught : 

But know, with my unhappy being ends 

The magic influence which the fbeam attends ; 

And each, who now bewails my Clytia's fatc^ 345 

Returns that inftant to his former ftate. 

He faid, and fainting at th^ approach of death 
Scarce fpoke the latter words with faultering breath. 
When foon his fpirit freed, diflblv'd in air. 
And ibar*d ailoft to job his kindred flar* 350 

§ The 
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The warrior dead, the' reft who lately kept 
Their vigils fad, and round the damfel wept $ 
Their caufe of grief forgot, no longer mourn'd. 
But peace and calm to every mind returned : 
Each look'd on each, and long in dubious thought 355 
Revolv'd the wondrous change fo fwiftly wrought, 

Rinaldo, forrowing for di' unhappy knight. 
So late expired before his pitying fight > 
Yet joyful for the new-delivcr'd train 
Of knights released fi-om marc's dreadful chain, ;^6o 
To them, with friendly mien, his fpecch addrefs'd 
And clear'd the doubts that rofe in every breaft ; 
The tale difclos'd, to him they grateful bow'd. 
To him their lives in future fervice vow'd. 

,The warriors foon behold, with wondering eyes, ^^j- 
Above the plain a fecond tomb arife. 
And fudden, plac'd befidc the former ftand. 
The work ftupendous of fome viewlefs hand ; 
And more they marvell'd, as they now furvey'd 
Within the tomb the flaughtcr'd champion laid ; jyd 
And read confpicuous on the polilh'd ftone 
In letters graved the fad event made known -, 
There trac'd, to every ftrangcr to relate 
Eaph lover'^ paflion, and their baplels fate. 

Now 
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Now all the warriors frbhi the fhadc withdrew, 375 
by different ways their fortune to purfue> 
Fair greeting firft exchang'd with courteous (howj^ 
As knights arc wont at parting to bcftow. 

With Amon's mighty foil * rcmain*d behind 
Florindo fole, in bonds of friendfhip join'd. 389 

As urg'd by inftindk fag^, the hound purfues 
The various gande, and winds the tainted dews> 
Hunts every bufh, each dell, and thorny brake> 
And lurking caves where bcafl:« their covert make, 
So fmit with generous love of honour's name, 385 
Each knight adventures feeks and deeds of fame. 

The third fucceeding day, what time the fun 
From eaft to weft had half his journey run. 
They fee the Tyrrhene ocean's placid wave 
The pleafant fhore with fiient motion lave^ 396 

And round them ftretch'd th' enamell'd mead they 

. view. 
That fmil'd with ffowers of every dazzling hue : 
Their hues as various as the namelefs charms 
That grace the maid whofe love my bofom warms. 
That blooming youth f > whom once in liicklef « hour 395 
The dlfcus flew, here Iprings a fragrant flower^ 

^ RlNALDO. t HyACIKTMXTS. 

M And 
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And he ♦, who felf-deccivU for grief expired, 

Infcnfatc, with his own pcrfeftions fir'd j 

And he \, whofe manly graces once could move 

Thee, beauteous Goddefs, ever prone to love j 400 

Compel thee Mars, and Vulcan to forego. 

And quit thy heaven to range the woods below. 

Acanthus, nardus, here their odours Ihcd ; 

Their leaves the crocus and the lily fpread ; 

With plants, and' flowers, and (hrubs, that Nature's 

hand 4^5 

Ne'er gave to enrich another favour'd land. 

Midft thefc, in gentle murmurs to the main, 
A cryftal river rolls his ferpent train 5 

His beauteous horn with coral fill'd and gold ; 
Not Tethys' realms more fplendid treafures hold: 410 
Nor oaks, nor elms, nor beeches here are feen : 
But myrtles fair, and laurels ever green> 
With namelefs trees, their leafy arms extend. 
And from meridian heat the foil defend. 
There lovely birds the heart to rapture move, 415 
\ The heart that ne'er could tender paffions prove j 
And while from branch to branch they fportive fly. 
In notes melodious to their mates reply. 

* Narcissus. f Adonis, 

The 
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The warriors gazM with wonder and delight^ 
While fancy painted to their mental fight 420 

« 

Such Eden was^ that once our parents held> 

Where Adam with his Eve^ his confort dwell'd. 

And now they heard a horn refounding far> 

That ftruCk with pleafing notes the trembling air ; 

And foon in view two courtly damfcls came, 425 

Of fair demeanor and of beauteous frame : 

This, round her head her wavy locks entwin'd 

In twifted braidsj with pleafing Ikill confin'd : 

O'er thefe a net of laboured work was roU'd, 

The knots adom'd with pearl and fineft gold. 430 

Thatj o^er her fiioulders^ with a carelefs air» 

In art neglefted left her flowing hair. 

Which now the fofdy fanning breeze unfurl'd. 

Now blew afide, now rais'd, or fondly curFd. 

That, on her limbs a filken purple Wore> 4^5 

With golden lilies rich embroidered o*cr : 

This, round her beauteous fopm a vefture drew 

Inftarr'd with gems, and of the laurel's hue^ 

White was the palfrey either damfel rode. 

And to their feet the filver trappings flow'd ; 440 

And all their fquires with like device and veft. 

The guife and colours of their dames exprefs'd 

M 2 Soon 
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Soon as they joined the knights, each gentle maid 

To each brave knight a lowly reverence paid, 

T^hen afk'd a friendly boon 5 aqd tb comply 445 

With what they wifh*d, no warrior could deny, 

Rinaldo then — And who, fo fair addrcft. 

Would fpurn, how hard foe*er> your joint requcft ? 

*Tis yours, O dames ! to (peak your fovercign will, 
Ahd ours, with prompt obedience to fulfil, 450 

To him they thus return'd— The boon attend. 
And let your glad confent our fuit befriend. 
Vouchfafe this day to grace our friendly feat. 
Where yortder palace yields a near retreat : 
1/6 ! on that hill opposed the ftrufture ftands, 455 
And wide around the fubject plain commands. 

This faid s they turn'd, the noble knights to guide. 
Who how in pleafing converfe, fide by fide. 
On thefe feir dames all praife and thanks beftow'd ; 
To thefe fair dames all praife and thanks they ow'd. 
The knights and dames the neareft path purfu'd 461 
Till rifing near, the beauteous hill they view'd, 
Whofe verdurous fides perpetiial charms difclofe. 
Beneath whofe foot the Tyrrhene ocean flows : 
This Paufilippo nam'd— here NatuVe breeds 46 £ 

All wondrous works, and even herfclf exceeds. 

In 
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In lafting bloom here Chloris ever dwells, 
Pomona here her richeft ftore excclls : 

■ 

The Graces here in dance eternal ftand. 

And Love and Venus join the frolick band : 470 

Forfaking Cydnus, once their dear retreat. 

In thefe fweet groves they fix their happier feat. ^ 

The hill's proud fummit gain'd, once more they hear 
The horn*s flirill notes refounding in tbp ear : 
The bridge is lower'd -, attending dames that wait 475 
The fignal, iffue from the palace gate.' 
Their limbs were lovely, lovely every face. 
Their veftments fafhion'd with becoming grace. 
Courteous their mien ; but from each feature beam'd 
Such modeft charms as virgins beft befeem'd. 48 q 
Then one, that o'er the reft the fceptre fway'd, 
Whofe high behefts the obfequious train obey'd. 
Received the warriors with a fmiling look. 
And each by turns, in accents mild, befpoke. 

Their hands ihe feiz'd and through the lofty gate 485 
Convey'd to fumptuous rooms of regal ftate. 
With coft and labour fram'd, whofe meaneft part 
Eclips'd the nobleft works of mortal art. 
And now they reach'd the winding ftairs that fhone 
With poliih'd white of alabaftcr ftone | 490 

M 3 An4 
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And gain'd a fpacious hall from which they yicw'd 
The plain, the mead, the (hore, and Tyrrhene flood, 
The ftnfe refrcfli'd here every breeze inhales s 
Where dawns the day, and where its Iplendor fails j 
Where blows the north, and where on tepid wings 49^ 
From warmer climes the fouth his tribute brings, 
Full in the midft a (lately altar rais'd, 
With gold and gems in mingled luftre blaz'd. 
A pifture here, whofe vivid colours glow'd 

With matchlefs fkill, a female likenefs (how'd, 50Q 

* 

Whofe more than human charms the foul furprife. 
Benignant looks, fweet fmiles, and piercing eyes : 
Her open hands fcem'd ready to relieve 
The wants of cachj> and eyer prone to give : 
Acrofs her breaft a figurM fcroll was fpread^ 50^ 

On which in letter'd gold thefe words were read : 
" 'Midft all the virtues rnoft rever'd on earth, 

■ 

Daughters of heaven, I boaft celefBal birth j 

And none but he, whofe heart I deign to fill, 

5>hall e'er afcend true Honour's facred hill." na 

Around were hung, in each confpicuous part^ 

y nnumbcr'd femblances of living art. 

Of cither fex, of various features feen. 

Of different hiabits, and of difierent mien. 

8 ApcUes^ 
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Apelles' pencil fcarce of old dilplay'd, 515 

Nor Salviati fince luch forms portrayed ; 

That Salviati, who with tints can ihame 

Fair Nature's works, and kindle Envy's flame. 

When now, with fteadfaft gaze, each gentle knight 
On thcfe awhile had fed his eager fight, 5 20 

And round the hall, with like amaze, beheld 
The countlefs wealth that every wealth cxcell'd j 
They afk'd the dame who rul'd this courtly place. 
What penciird virgin, with tranfcending grace, 
Adom'd the dome s and what the names of thofe 525 
Whofe likenels round each painted wonder fliows. 
Of her they next enquired, of all the train 
Of gentle damfels that with her remain ; 
And how flich females, bright in blooming charms, - 
There liv'd fecure fix)m danger and alarms ? 530 

So queftion'd they. Some fitter time ihall fhow 
(Replied the dame) what now ye fcek to know. 
Then to an inner room the knights fhe led. 
Where choiceft cates the fumptuous banquet fpread. 
And now a ready troop of damfels fair, 535 

Miniftrant Hood to attend the warlike pain 
One from the cuirafs-plates the bread relieved. 
And one the dagger and the fword received. 

M .4 . Some 
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Some laid the bracelet, (hield, and helm afide. 

This loos'd the greaves, apd th^t the fpurs unty'd. 540 

Some on their handsa from golden vafcs ftor'4 

For plenteous ufe, tlie fragrant liquors pour'd. 

Twice ten fair damfels with the warriors lh^r'c| 

The genial banquet, which before prepar'c^ 

As many damfels in profufion plac'd, ^45 

With every viand that allures tlic taftc. 

As many Bacchus' generous juice fupply'd. 

And muc'd with limpid ftreams the fparkling tide 1 

While with fofc mufic's melting (trains com|>in'd. 

As many more tjieir warbling voices jpii^'d. 55q 

And now the focial rites to nature paid^ 

Their hunger fated, and their thirft allay'4 5 

When frpm the board the fnow-white linen roll'd, 

Difclos'd the carpet wrought w^th flowers of gold j 

The dame in ftation rais'd above the r^ft, 555 

Turn'd to thq ftranger-lqrds, and thus ajidrefsy 

With gracious anfwer to the;r late requeft. 

In Naples, feated by the neighbouring main, 
A noble dame once held the fovereign reign^ 
A noble dame, for every virtue fam'-d, 56Q 

But chief o'er all for courtefy proclaim -d. 
She, warm with generous zeal, to extend her praift.. 
By fome great work to fiu*-fucceeding days. 

With 
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With force of potent fpcUs (that age beheld, 

Her power in magic fpells by non^c excell'd) 565 

To Courtesy, her virtue moft rever-d. 

On this £iir hill the (lately fabric rear'd i 

Her image o'er the facred altar plac'd. 

Thence ne'er by hands remov'd, nor time defac'd ! 

Ift lively tablets drawn (he hung around 570 

The forms of all, thro' every region found. 

In prefent, paft, or fliture tim^ renown'd, 

The Ipips of weajth (he treafur'd here, decreed 

By her bequcft for ^vcry generous deed, 

Np time can wafte — though years on years the fun 575 

His courfe through Cancer and through Taurus run. 

None e'er Ijl^e her atchicv'd fuch lafting fame ^ 

No king with her can equal riches claim : 

And at her death Ihe will'd this wealth and place 

Shquld ftill be govern'd by the female race j 580 

By damfels, ^ho, of noble parents born. 

In happy Italy, the world adorn; 

Who, by her laws, not only muft afford 

To friend or ftranger hofpitablc board, 

An4 fheltering roofj but fearch around to make 58^ 

Each knight and dame with them reieAion take. 

For this (he bade, that from their gende band 

T]yp dames (hould traverfe o'er the flowery ftrand. 

And 
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And kindly there each pafling ftranger greet, 

And urge the willing gueft to this retreat. 590 

But left the fair fhould find their virgin fanw 

Expos'd to rude attack of lawlefs flame^ 

With wondrous force her Ipell the hill defends. 

And twice three miles around the diann extends. 

Whoever dares (by ruffian paffions fway^d) 595 

To touch ¥nth hands impure the btuihing maid> 

Sudden his frame confumes with hidden fires. 

Till, rack'd with mortal pangs, the wretch expires. 

But as the Ipell defends with certain power 

The maid who prizes virtue's deathlefs flower, 600 

So fhe, who once forgets her better fame. 

Shall, banifh'd hence, be here no more a name. 

As lifelefs limbs are driven from forth the deep. 

As Ihephcrds drive away th* infcfted fhcep : 

So this all wondrous force of magic ipells, 605 

From thefe abodes the haplefs dame expels. 

Who, drawn by love, or urg*d by fordid gain, 

Confents to yield to foul difhonour's ftain. 

While here we Hve, our friends fecurely reft. 

To fee us bleft in peace, in virtue bleft. 610 

This princefs. Alba nam'd, to win the crown 
prom all who fought by courteous deeds renown. 

And 
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And flxQw her frieni^y eye. tq k^igbt^ that rovtt 

From climp ta clime acjve^jtuies acw to prQ7«> 

A wondrous bark of magi? textiire ^am'd, 6ig 

And this t)ie queen the l^Ahf^ APYSKTVMua miki'd ( 

For every warrjoy that.m this confide 

The v^flel fwift tQ fi>ine. adventure guides* 

Without a pilot's aid, by fpelful force. 

Through billowy feas (he holds her certain courfei 6aq 

And fafely be^s each fearlefs errant knight, 

Where deeds await to prove his dauntlcfs might: 

As you, if feats like thefeyour courage move, 

O noble warriors ! may i;hc dasger prove* 

Not diftant hence the ready bark we keep, 625 

Where rpUs againft our fhore the curling deep, 

|t only refts yet further to unfold 

In this pur female ftatc what rule we hold ; 

Each year we fix on one amongft our train, 

Whp o'er the reft alTumes the rightful reign : 6^q 

'Tis her's ix) bid— her bidding we obey. 

If wife her words and virtuous is her fway j 

^d I bu| late by juft eleftion claim 

This honoured rank, Eurydice my name, 

prom brave Guilantes I derive my birth, 635 

W!>9 n^rd in (JIapua when he liv'd on e^rth, 

The 
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The virgin ceas'd j but foon hcf Ipccch renewed. 
And next to tell the name and race purfu'd 
Of every gentle dame^ till riling night 
With gloomy (hade fucceeding cheerful light, 640 
Each, at her will, retired to ibft repofe. 
Till bright in heaven new beaming morn arofe« 
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The argument. 
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Rinaldo and Florindo hear the account of the piAures in the 
Palactf of Courtesy. They take their leave of the ladies 
and enter the enchanted bark. They engage an armed 
veflel belonging to Mambrino, that had juft captured an- 
other vefiel, and fet many knights and kdies at liberty. At 
length they conclude their voyage, and land near a ftate* 
]y pavilion, where they fee a folemn facrifice performed be» 
fore an image, which proves to be the likenefs of Clarice. 
Rinaldo contends with Francardo. Death of Francardo. 
Battle of the two knights with the knights of the pavilion, 
till the latter are either flain or put to flight. Departure of 
Rinaldo and Florindo. 
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AURORA waken'd by the pleafing drain 
Of wanfx^n birds> forfakes the placid maia» 
With rofy fingers rends the veil of night. 
And fprcads the cheerful ftreaks of growing light. 
While at her gifts, with full accordant voice. 
The air, the waters, and the earth rejoice. 
And fbft defcending from the fmiling iky. 
Like lucid pearl the morning dew-drops lie. 

Soon as the knights had left their downy reft» 
In polifli'd fteel their manly limbs they dreft. 
And with the noble train of dames repaired 
To where the mimic forms fuch life declared. 
Each warrior wifh'd the favoured names to know. 
To which their honour future nmes fhould owe. 



ID 



And 
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I 

And what the worth, which oft by Alba nam'd, i j 

From age to age fucceeding tongues proclaimed. 

Well knew the fair Eurydice, and well 

To others cars the grateful truths could tell : 

Pi?epar*d to anfwer all each knight defir'd 

(For cither knight an equal wifli inlpir'd) ao 

On both fbc fix'd awhile her earneft look. 

Then oh each fhape portray 'd, and thus fhe fpokct 

Behold a generous'pair, whom yet unborn. 
In time the iacrcd purple (hall adorn ! 
Lo ! there Hippolito, from weftcrn (kies 25 

Well known, to where the beams of morn arifc -, 
And Hercules Gonzaga — thefe ihall make 
The power of herefy before them (halce. 
And, form'd for high attempts from early birth. 
Give to the church her laws, and laws to earth. jq 
See one, who near the hallow'd altar plac'd. 
His brows with more than regal honours grac'd. 
Is blefs'd with gifts beyond a mortal's pride. 
And next in virtue to die gods ally*d| 
Of Efte's blood — he Lewis fhall be nam'd, 3^ 

Scarce yet a youth, but with the foremoft fam'd. - 
'Midft all the glories that his deeds may boaft. 

Fair Courtcfy (hall raife his merits moft, , 

. And 
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And fubjefts for the bard ahd fculptof givCi 

In tuneful verfe or breathing ftonc to live. 40 

Now turn, and mark yon fearlefs chief that dares 

Like Mars's fon^ and Mars's likenefs bears* 

To fuch defert what honour can we join> 

What honours frame to worth fo near divine ? 
For him the Po fhall roll a Ibfter tide, . 45 

And Ocean's felf with friendlier billows glide : 
Alphonfo he— the fecond of the name, 
And blefl; Ferrara ihall his fway proclaim. 
See one, whofe aweful brow and look fevere. 
With regal majefty combined appear ; ^q 

Of great Francifco fon, whofe mighty deeds 
In peace he equals, and in war exceeds. * 
Urbino, by his fage dominion bleft. 
Shall find nor dangers threat, nor ills moleft. 
But through her peaceful lands with joy behold 55 
A happy country, and an age of gold. 
This youth fhall fingly wars on wars maintain^ 
And lead fucceeding armies to the plain : 
Second to none, a thunderbolt in fight> 
A prudent leader, and a valiant knight. 60 

-^ Ne'er fhall he die— for who can yield to death, 
'J'hat lives in every heart, in every breath ? 

N • Of 
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Of two, that eadi a youthful alped bears^ 

See one the fword^ and one the mitre wears. 

This Hannibal of Capu^, whofe relief 65 

Difplay'd for Rome> ihall change to joy her gr]e£ 

And this, with fortitude and wiidom join'd. 

By noble deeds the path to heaven fhall find 

Count Staniflaiis, of Tamovio nam'd) 

Whole priufe ihall ftand among the firfl: prockim'd, 

Lo ! Sci[MO GazuoU near — ^who feems the v«\fe 7* 

Of every virtue, every courtly grace ; 

To Pallas, Phoebus, and the Mufes dear, 

'Still virtue's friend, to vice a foe ftvere. 

Fulvio Rongone fee, who boafts he won, 75 

Afar and near, the rank of honour's fon« 

See Hercules Fregofo next aipires, 

Whofe pen and fword, an equal Ipirit firc5. 

Then he, whofe looks a gentle mind proclaim. 

Shall boaft of Sfbrza Santinello's name. 80 

Now tum^ and view, whatever of beauteous kind 

The heavens can yield, in narrow ipacc combined i 

The fun belide ne*cr fees fo fair a fight. 

The fun that looks liuough all with piercing light. 

Behold Victoria, of Farnefian blood, 85 

Ma^iiicent and courteous, wife and goad* 

Eflcniii^n 
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Eftenfian Lucrece then, wkofe locks fhall prove 
The golden net of hymeneal love : 
Whole iparkling eyes indulgent nature arms 

* 

With every modcft grace of female charms* 99 

Here Pallas and Pieria's virgin band 

Alike our cenfure and our prsdfe demand : 

Our praife, that flie with them for conqueft yic$i 

Our cenfure^ that fhe gains from them die prize* 

Two fifters follow^ pious^ wife^ and fage, 95 

In every gift the wonder of their age i 

And faithful guides^ amidft this vale of ftrifcj 

To lead fix>m fin's abode to heavenly life. 

liO ! one whom beams of beauty's light enclofe;, 

Whence Love himfelf with kindling ardor gk>ws : 109 

Claudia Rangona — not to fame made known 

By others' pens^ but honoured by her own. 

The noble virgin ceas'd, and either kni^t 
Her pleafing converfe heard with like delight. 
Meantime with mutual zeal the warriors j^ow'd 105 
To plough, dirough briny waves, the liquid road, 
And humbly now the gentle train addreis'4» 
To grant the &tal bark to their requeft s 
Nor thefe the bark to their requeft deny'd. 
But gifts with this, of nameleHi |Mice, iupply'd. im 

N a ' RiiiaU^ 
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Rinaldq for-his deed Bayardo, gains 

Refplendcnt trappings, and embroidered reins ; 

"Which every gazing eye with pride furveys. 

Where frequent jewels dart a mingled blaze : 

The polifh'd bits of damafk'd filver ihine, 115 

The ftirrups pureft filver from the mine : 

The like the faddle-bow, of fumptuous coft. 

With many a form in fair device emboft. 

They give Florindo o*er his arms to wear, 

A mantle wove in gold of texture rare : 1 20 

A tafk like this ne'er grac'd Irene's thought. 

Nor fuch Arachne or Minerva wrought. 

There bufy hands the needle's art beftow. 

And every deed of Phoebus' filler flaow. 

But chief the work with mimic life exprefs'd 125 

The pangs of Niobe's diftradted^breaft: 

*Twas nature all ! — flie wept her children dead, 

(Pale death itfelf o'er every vifage fprcad) 
With hands conjoin'd (he lifts her hagard eyes. 
And feems in dumb delpair to threat the (kies. 130 
Behold in guife fuccinft her veftments ty'd. 
The ready quiver pendent at her fide. 
With locks fomc braided, fome diipers'd in air. 
Her crooked bow the virgin goddefs bear ; 
^* Her 
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Her treflcs feem to wave, while kindled ire 135 

From every feature darts vindiftive fire, 

Andj as her hand the ruthleis weapon wings. 

Through parting clouds the dreadful arrow fings. 

Her living daughters round (a mournful train) 

Grow to the bofoms of their brethren flain, 140 

And, truly drawn, in every aft appear 

The dire effefts of grief and mortal fear. 

One, while flie opes her rofy lips in vain. 

To ibothe with pious words a mother's pain. 

Full in her mouth the fatal weapon flies, 145 

Cuts fhort her ipeech, and as fhe fpeaks {he dies. 

This fondly flretching forth (ah ! haplefs maid !) 

Her better arm to lend a fitter aid, 

A fingle fhaft, with deathful force addreft. 

Drives through her'arm to pierce her fitter's breaft. 

A third, all pale and fainting on the ground, 151 

Feels in her bleeding fide the feather'd wound : 

And by the fame refiftlefs dart transfixt, 

A fourth beholds their life's warm current mix'd. 

A fifth congeal'd with creeping terror ttands, 155 

And clafps in Ipeechlefs gaze her chilly hands. 

Another fees her wretched fitters die. 

And lifts her trembling feet in aft to fly. 

N 3 Sad 
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Sad Nk>be the hft diftra&ioa feels. 

And, with her body bending o'er, conceak 160 

Her fole furviving child, who paadng feems 

To fcreen her own beneadi her4nother'$ limb^. 

Now to the^ibore the knights their courfe addrtfi'd. 
And now the fatal bs^rk fecurcly prefs'd. 
Her freight receiv'dj fhe parts, with infiant fpeed, 165 
As from the bowftring leaps the bounding reed. 
The waves divide and murmur with dildain, 
Before the prow idiite curls the frothy main. 
Meantime far diftant from the land fhe flies, 169 
The land now vanifli'd from their wondering tyeSi 
And nought appeared but circling waves and fkies. 
Her courfe direft th' enchanted veflcl fteers. 
Nor rij^t nor left her fteady fail (he veers : 
From fea to fea, her magic way flie cleaves. 
And far behind the Tyrrhene waters leaves, 175 

The fetting fun withdrew his feeble ray. 
And by his abfence veil'd the face of day ; 
With filent motion now, afcending night 
Roll'd round the fphere with every ftarry light ; 
When fudden founds their liftening ears invade, 1 80 
The voice of forrow wailing through the ihade ; 
Like thofe who mourn, oppreft by ruffian force : 
To this, fclf-mov'd, the bark dircdb her courfe. 

Wondrous 
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Wondrous to teU ! as ipelfol nuigic guides^ 
JLcTs (wift a dolphin cuts the whizzing ticfea, it5 

Now^ near at hand, the warlike pair deicry'd 
Two yeifels cbfely grappled, fide by fide z 
One viftor feem'd -, of this th' exuiting crew 
Vaft (polls and treafure from the conquered drew. 
And in their vcflcl ftow'd; with many a knight, 190 
J^nd dames anddamfels made their prize of fight : 
The warriors heavy chains of bondage wear. 
But no fuch bonds opprefs the captive fur: 
The vidtors looks be^ak them men that giiw 
Their days to plunder, and by rapine live« igt 

Midft thefe Rinaldo leaps wkh threatening cries. 
With hina the generous youth their force defies. 
When one, that fcem*d the bravcft of theu- band. 
And o'er thefe pirates rufd with ftera command, 
Sefpoke his train— O friends 1 thefe wretches view 
That madly thus their own deftniftion woo : aoi 
Wearied of Ufe, their dcljperate valour knows 
This only choice — to fall by noble foes ! 
Then co Rinaldo turning —Yield (he cry'd) 
Thyfclf and ar;Bs — or now our fates be try'd. 20c 
Yet, if thou yield, thou may'fl: from me receive 
That grace which I, and I alone, can give. • 

N 4 Thus 
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Thus he : great Amon*s fon indignant bums. 
Nor to the Pagan word for word returns. 
But through his heart,, where panting life refides, 210 
From breail to back the bloody falchion guides. 
As bees in fwarms attack the village Twain, 
By whom they faw but late their monarch flain^ 
Buzz round his face, their little ftings apply. 
And in their wifh'd icvenge contented die ; 215 

Againft Rinaldo thus, enflam'd to ire. 
With fhouts and cries the brutal crew conlpire: 
Too tardy found to avert their leader's harms. 
Not tardy now to meet his viftor's arms. 
Rafh, furious, blind ! you run to take the meed 220 
Which heaven affigns to every lawlefs deed : 
By rage mifguidcd, not to avenge the dead. 
But find death hovering o'er each guilty head. 
Rinaldo then, amidft the brutal crew, 224 

Difplay'd what valour, ftrength, and (kill could do. 
Nor lefs in arms his friend Florindo glows. 
Alike with him prepared to invade the foes. 
Thick and more thick the thundering ftrokes they deal. 
And lightning gleams from either brandifh'd fteel : 
Nor helm, nor plated targe from thefe defends, 230 
When from above the hoftile arm defcends i 

No 
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No armour's ftrength can bear the weapon's might. 

No mortal eye fuilain the flafhing light 1 

Eight wretches firft, amidft th' ungodly train, 234 

With eight dire wounds by Amon's fon were flain. 

The firft he ftruck, the fword afunder hew'd 

His helm, and purple ftreams his locks bedew'd* 

But while his lifted hand the wound explor'd, 

Dcfcending fudden came Florindo's fword, 

With direr fway the well-aim*d weapon flew, 2401 

And cut the nerves, and lopt the hand in two: 

Wild with the pain, his rage to madnefs rofe ; 

He fbam'd, and round him dealt redoubled blows. 

Sidelong, dircft, forgetting Ikill or flight. 

And prefs'd with favage force the wary knight ; 245 

Till in his breaft Florindo's falchion flood. 

And lanc'd his heart and drain'd the fpouting blood. 

Lycus, Orgates, Eurybaltes feel 

Florindo's force : the firft his trenchant fteel 

from neck to flank with fatal fury cleaves : 250 

A ftroke the fecond of his hands bereaves ; 

Between the fever 'd brows a third his wound receives. 

To thefe had fortune join'd Alphemo's name, 

But with Lanfranco Folerico came. 

Who while they fought to give Alpherno aid, 2$$ 

With their ownlives anothcr'3 ranfom paid. 

So 
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So fought the warriors, warm'd to noble rage. 
With deeds unknown in this degenerate age : 
They feem'd like bolts that rend the crafhing grove 
Launch'd by the red right hand of angry Jove, 269 
Already now the Pagans chac'd from life. 
No longer wield their arms in murderous ftrifc 5 
Or thofe who 'fcap'd the fword (a hcartlefs train) 
To feek their fafety, plunge amidft the main. 
One only from the numerous foes remained, 26§ 

The fole furvivor of the lawleis band; 
To him Rinaldo fliesi and whirling round 
His fatal weapon meditates the wound, 

* 

But ibrrowing he, in artfiil words addreft. 

Thus for his life prefers the dear rcqueft. ayo 

Know, valiant fir, that here your courage fhown. 
Our death infuring but infures your own : 
Your evil flars have urg'd you thus to fhame 
With fuch an outrage great Mambrino's name : 
He, firft of Saracens, to whom we bend ay 5 

In fervice vow'd — our mailer, king, and friend i 
He, in our caufe, will fuch revenge purfue. 
As fuits th' ofTcnce and to his fame is due. 
His fervants we, by force thefe females made 
Our welcome prey, and to his realm convey'd. aio 

To 
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To every land his envoys make refbrc. 

And choofe the faireft to adorn his court* 

When to his car the certain news Ihall (pread^ 

Of all his captives loft, his warriors dead ; 

No time fhall Ibothe him, till his arm repay 285 

On you the flaughter of (his dreadful day. 

To him ilire tidings of our &te will fly. 

Though I unhappy by your hands (hould die. 

Whoever flays us, he alike will know. 

Whether a Pagan or a Chriftian foe, 290 

Since in his court a fage of magic (kill, 

Difclofes all things at his ibvereign's will : 

But if thou fpar'il my life, I truft to gain 

From him remiflfion for his people flaiit 
. Rinaldo cut him fhort^Let life be thine, ^pr. 

To thy entreaties I my wrath refign : 

So may'ft riiou, to thy lord returned, relate 

What daring hands have wrought his fervants* fate : 

Then if he feek to avenge their wretched fall. 

And dares our force to equal combat call, jod 

Declare from Charles we came, and fcarlefs ftand 

In arms prepared to meet him hand to hand. 

Florindo he, and I Rinaldo nam'd. 

Of Clarmont*s line and fon of Amon fam'd. 

Not 
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Not him I fear— as future time ihall Ihow 30^ 

If e'er we meet in battle, foe to fgc ; 

When vengeance him o'ertakes, whofe ruthlefs mind 

No law can govern^ and no juftice bind ! 

Hence, with thy fhip ! depart— and thank the power 

That Ipar'd thy life in this deftroying hour. 310 

This faid, with gentler Ipoks, he turn'd, and view'd. 
Where plac'd apart the knights and damfels ftood ; 
And courteous thefe with fbothing Ipecch addreis'd, 
JDiiperfing doubt and fear from every breaft ; 
Then, with his own, he loosed their captive hands 315 
Behind each back reftrain'd in fervile bands : 
With him Florindo thefe from gyves relieved. 
Till every knight his freedom foon receiv'd. 
Enquiring now, the warriors learn the name 
Of each adventurous knight and lovely dame ; 320 
That (lie, whofe charms all rival charms excell'di 
A powerful kingdom in Arabia held, 
Pandion's daughter, AurifteUa fair i 
Each knight and damfel, at the general prayerj 
Their names, their fortune, and their rank declare, 

Such convcrfe finilh'd with the courtly train. 
The champions feek the wondrous bark again. 
Declining every coftly gift to take 
The queen had profFer'd for their valour's fake. 

♦ The 
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The bark, as with a (pur the fiery fteed, 23^ 

Cuts through the liquid brine with viewlefs ipeed; 
A length of ocean paft, Ihe fteers to land. 
And with her prow divides the yellow iand. 
As falling weights that to their center tend. 
That center gain'd, muft every motion end ; 335 
So when th* enchanted pinnace touch'd the fhore. 
She ftopt — The knights, this bold adventure o'er. 
With fteps impatient from the bark proceed. 

And from their fquires receive each ready ftced. 
.Scarce Vere they landed, when from every view, 34a 
The fliore fbrlaking, fwift the veflel flew. 
And, guided by the magic fpell, regain'd 
Its ancient feat and ftadon'd there remained. 

Meantime upon the flowery plain appear'd 
Before the knights a rich pj^vilion rear'd 345 

With regal fl:ate, which like fome palace wide 
In ample circuit flxetch'd on every fide. 
The warriors, entering here, a pillar view'd 
That in the midft, of alabafler fliood ; 
On which was plac'd, in female garb array 'd, 355 
The image of a young and beauteous maid« 
A folemn facrifice then fill'd the place. 
With rites as us'd by Afia's ancient race. 

With 
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With whofe mifguided zeal fuch pomp was known 
In empty worlhip to an idol fhown. 355 

There, ftruck between his horns, the bnll was (lain. 
And drench'd with tepid blood the purple plain. 
There harmlefs flieep with tender lambkins dy'd, 
Effufing from their throats the bubbling tide. ^ 
From living flame arofe a Iplendor bright 360 

That round the tent diipers'd a golden light. 
While from the facred fire rich incenfe broke, 
Arabian gums involved in wreathy fmoke. 
That curling high diflfiis'd the fcents afar,' 
And mix'd, by flow degrees, with common air. 2^^ 

Rinaldo on the ftatue caft his eye. 
He faw— he knew — and breath'd a tender figh. 
He knew thofe eyes, whence Love had fent the dart 
That flrfl: had pierc'd and pierces fl:ill his heart ; 

- He knew thofe locks that could his foul enchain, 370 
And ftill the flxong, the pleafing bonds remain ; 

He knew thofe charms that every fenfe beguile, 
And the foft lightning of her dimpled fmile. 

- While thus intent the noble champion view'd 374 
The dcar-lov'd form diat all his thoughts fubdu'd, 

A knight, of giant limb, of haughty air, 
J^icrcc, jealous, proud, with eye of lion-glare, 

• 4 FuH 
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Full on Rinaldo bent his furious look> 
And thus aloud in threatening accents (poke. 
And com'ft thou^ impious ! thus our rites to greet, 

< 

Nor here to worihip quitt'ft thy courier's feat ? 381 
How, in my fight, prefumptuous ! fhalt thou dare 
To view with eyes pro&ne yon heavenly feir ? 
Confefs thy crime, and if thy maddening mind. 
Seeks not the death thou well dcferv'ft to find, 38 J 
Thou, with thy partner, from your ileeds alight. 
And, join'd with me, complete the folenm rite. 
But more— confefs that I of men Ihould claim 
The praife alone to adore fb fair a dame : 
That none bcfide is worthy to fuftain, 390 

For charms like hcr's, a lover's pleafuig pain. 

And who art thou (Rinaldo thus reply 'd) 
And what thy merits ? — now thy caufe decide : 
Not leis than thee I own the fecret power 
Of mighty love, with thee thofc charms adore : 395 
'ftut know my foul thy proud demand di£lains. 
To weai:> unrivall'd, yonder beauty's chains. 

In me Francardo view ! Armenia's lord. 
Let thb (iiffice — he faid, and at the word, 
Rinaldp's heart beat high with kindh'ng ire, 460 

And every feature fialh'd vindi&ive fire. 

When 
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When to the Pagan's words, in words as high> 
As well befeem'd, he made this ftern reply. 

Thou merit'ft leaft of mortals' numerous race. 
On fuch a dame thy fcnfclefs hopes, to place, 405 
And, at diy choice, behold my fword prepares 
To prove this inftant what my tongue declares. 

He faid : his fpecch, with fearlefs warmth addrcft. 
To fudden frenzy fir'd the Pagan's breaft : 
Wrapt in his veft he flew to attack the knight, 410 

And with his fword alone began the fight. 
Rinaldo fmiling now with brave difdain— 
Rcfume thy arms and then thy caufe maintain. 
To whom the king-This trufty fword (he cries) 
And diis alone my vengeance fhall fuffice. \\ % 

Ah ! (faid Rinaldo) Ul he knows his fame 
Who feeks, himfelf unarm'd, the fight to claim 
With one who better heeds a warrior's name. 
But ftiU with fword unlheath'd Francardo bum'd, 
WhUe Amon's fon afide Bayardo turn'd. 419 

This hand Ihall ne'er thy hand in combat greet, 
TiU both (he cry'd) in mail and armour meet. 
A knight am I— nor Ihall thy frenzy make 
My better mind fair knighthood's lore forfake. 
To whom the Saracen-No arts like thefe 4^$ 

Evade my jufticc or my wrath appeafe. 

He 
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He fiud, and ftrokc on ftroke indignant aim^d^ 
That all Rina]do*s fkiU and courage daim'd. 
Kot long Florindo €X>uld the fight fuftain ; 
His generous bofom fivell'd with brave diidain. 439 
Hold, furiousj hold ! vhofe more than brutal rage 
Impels thee thus the infenfate war to wage : 
Tuntf turn to me-— 4f thy fierce foul (he cries) 
Unarmed thylclfj a well-arm'd knight defies. 
Here i^ove chy ftrength^ nor dare afpire fo high^ 435; 
fieneadi diat fiim'd, thtt honoured fword to die. 
As when a bear^ that feeli a cruel blow. 
With threatening paw gttacks his daring fi)e» 
Jf chance a new aflailant meet his eyesj 
He leaves die firft^ and on the fecond flies: 44O 

So tm Florindo tum'd the Pagan's amv 
But now upraised to woik another's harm. 
To oppofe the (word his taige Florindo hekl i 
No fencing targe the hoftile edge repell'd % 
His artn it wounded, aU hi^ armour broke, 44^ 

The faddle-bow receiv'd th' ungende flroke. 
At diis Florindo*s boibm glow'd with ire. 
From every feature flafh'd the living fire : 
High on his ftirrup, rifing to the Mow, 
He whirl'd his diundering fword to cleave the foe* 459 

O Tht 
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The Pagan's falchion met the vyqajpox^'s, Wiirlc, ; 
But met in v^^the iUcl wii^ fweepf (px^^ 
Deep in his temple op'd a rnortal vroundi 
And purple torrents dy'd the verdant ground . . 
He falk-^as ioofen'd from the mountain's .br6Wj 455 
A rock falls thunderii^ to the plain befow. - { 

The warriors of the tent^ whofe eager fi^t 
Was fix*d to attend the perils of (He fight, 
^heii lifelef2>^ ftretch'd on ^rth> dicir KM^4^y view'cf^ 
His featurea pak^ and all deform'd with. bloody 4^ 
Each furious ihatch'd his dxigfii thcfc i^jichiona glca^li 
Here briftkd fpears and mingled javelins beam 1 
And fome thei^ perfofis^ fbi: dc^SeiKCj iiivcft 
^ath cuiraf$> greaves^ and hekn wichii^ddui^.creiit* 

Of theie the foremoft King Clarillo came, 465 
A mighty champion of redoubted &me ^ 
Amidfl: the re^ in this pavilion plac'd. 
The noble chief their folemn ritiu^ grac'd ; 

Mambrino's brother he, and near ally'd 

« 

To King Francardo : pacing at his fide, 470 

A lion, rough with tawny hairs was feen. 
Of fize enormous and terrific mien ; . 
Bloody his teeth, his claws to ravine uaM, 
His cruel eyes with flamy fire fuffu&'d. 

8 CliriUo 
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ClariUo once> rare proof of fearlefi mighty 475 

Subdued this noble beaft in doubtful fights 
Then Iboth'd his angry heartj his ipirit tanfi'd. 

And to new kws his favage nature framed. 
Thenceforth for ever with the knight he ftay'd. 
His motions heeded5 and his voice obey'd ; 4S0 

.When fiir and ntsir^ this wonder all proclaim'd^ 
And him the ehampicHi of the lion nam*d. 

To Urn Rinakk) now his fteed addrefs'd. 
Ere hcj with force combin'd9 Florindo prefs'd : 
The Pagan prince advanced with equal heat 485 

His iron lance, Rinaldo^s arm to meet : 
Nor flow the lion feems the fight to wage. 
But flies the Chriftian warrior to engage ; 
Invades with rending paws and fharpen'd nails^ 
And with his teedi Bayardo^s haunch aflails. 490 

With backward ftroke, upon his front imprefti 
Rinaldo's wrapon wounds riie lordly beaft. 
Then whirFd around^ againft the Pagan foe. 
Full on his helmet deals the weighty blow : 
A fecond blow fucceeds, with direr fway, 495 

And through the ringing buckler drives its way 
To reach his arm, that though unwoundcd, feels 
A ftroke which fuch refifl^efi fury deals. 

O 2 Clarilto 
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Clarillo now, impadetit of dUgrace^ 

Twice, with his falchiooi wounds Riiuldo's face : 500 

Qn him once more the lion lifts his paws. 

And feeks to rend him with his piercing claws :: 

Rinaldo both attacks; himfelf defends. 

He threatens this, on that his force he bends t 

Quick are his eyes and hand, his courfer fure, 50^ 

His courage fteadfaft, and his hope fecure. 

Whene'er the Pagan fpeeds a downward blow^ 

Rinaldo^ heedful^ difappoints the foe. 

Bayardo drives the threatening lion &r. 

With furious hoofs that ftrike th* impafllve air -, 510 

With fpur or rein obeys his mafter's mind. 

Fierce as the flame, and rapid as the wind. 

How oft Clarillo aims and aims in vain ! 

But where his aim fucceeds, no arms the force fuftam* 

The Paladin, with deadlier fteel addrefti 51^ 

I las dy'd with blood ClariUo's fiu:e and hreaft ; 

His artnow pierced and hew'd, his vigour fails. 

Fierce and more fierce the noble foe aflails. 

Till (lain at length he fitlls— as by the power 

Of Jove*s dread thunder fidls fome Ihtely tower. 52a 

The raging lion that Clarillo view'd 

Already dead; with purple gore imbru'd. 

From 
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From ftrong aSeAion (wondrous to relate !) 

All fbanning flew to avenge his matter's fate \ 

But fit>nQ Rinaldo twice received a wound^ 525 

And dying bit with bloody teeth the ground, 

While diftant &r, at his tremendous roar, 

Refounds the lea, reibunds the crooked fhore ! 

Then for his &ture ereft Rinaldo took 

A tawny lion, terrible of look, 5Jo 

The panther laid afide, which late was raised 

High on his helm and on his tai^t blaz'd* 

Meantime Florindo fingly fights, enclosed 
By numerous knights, to peril huge expos'd, 534 
Yet round he whirls his fword with dreadful fway, 
And fearlefs ftill aipires to win the day. 
Already now before his conquering hand 
The Pagans fell, when midft thdr (hrinking band 
Rinaldo rufh'd ; and coundefs warriors flain 
By either champion, heaped th^ enfanguin*d plain : 540 
Or thofe that fcap'd with life each valiant knight, 
Enfur'd their fafety and their lives by flight. 

And now Rinaldo, with a lover's hafte» 

The ftatue fix>m its piUar'd height difplac'd ; 
Then by the force of blind afieAion fway'd, 545 

He kifs'd with rapturous wamidi the fculptur'd maid ; 

O3 Nor 
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Nor faw the fond deceits while m his arms 
He held, and gaz'd and kindled at her charnifi : 
He deQni'd the fhadow, truth, the fonn, alive ^ 
Thus love can lover's hearts of fenic deprive. 550 
His error foon he knew^ and mourn'd to find 
The fweet delufion banifh'd from his mind 

Meanwhile the fun to wrap the world in night, 
In ocean's bofom fmks his mifty light. 
When on a fteed Rinaldo plac'd with care 555 

The much-lQv'd form of Clarice the ftir; 
Then took the path his friend Florindo wen^ 
Who fought fome habitable land, intent 
To iind a gende fage, with friendly ikill. 
By falves or magic charms his wounds to heal. 560 
Florindo now rcftor'dj for many a day 
Through AIia*s realm they held their wandering way^ 
Deprefs'd the favage and unrighteous mind. 
But ever rais'd the mild and virtuous kind ; 
With arms or counfel gave to heart-felt woe, 565 
That aid which arms or counfel can beftow j 
Till either name to earth's reniotcft goal. 
Flew on the wings of Fame from pole to pole, 
Rinaldo treacherous Conftantine o'erthrew. 
And Bninamontesj proud in combat, flew. 570 

Thcfc 
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Thefe in Clarillo and Mambrino trace 

Their blood> to Gods and men a hateful race 1 

One, under friendihlp*s leeming form, addrefs'd 

tnfidious ihares to entrap the unwary gueft ; 

And one, with open force, in murderous firife 575 

Or flew^ or held in bond$ his future life. 



END OT THE EIGHTH BOOK. 



O 4 THE 



THE 



NINTH BO O K 



O F 



R I N A L D O 



The argument. 

Rinaldo and* Flotindo mett with' the queen of* Media, and 
joufl with ber knights^ Their entertainment at the court 
of Media. Rinaldo relates to the queen his early achieve- 
ment in defence of his mother*i honour. The queen en- 
tertains a violent paffion for Rinaldo, who for fome time is 
detained by her allurements, till being warned in a dream^ 
he, with his frifind, fecretly departs fronx the court. 
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TWICE had the Goddcfs, born in Deles* (hade, 
Full orb'd the luftre of her beams dlfplay'd, 
As. oftj in heaven, with lefs refplendent lights 
Graced with her filver horns the brow of night : 
Two figns were pafk by him who drives away 5 

The vaporous glooms and glads the world with day^ 
Since^ with Florindo, Amon*s noble ion *, 
The battle of the rich pavilion won. 

Now in a plain where cultur'd trees around 
Difius'd their grateful (hade, the warriors found 10 
A troop of damiels bright in bloqming charms 
With knights, their honour*d guard, in fhining arms. 
Numerous the dames, and numerous gifts declare 
Th' attractive power of every blooming 6ir, 

• RiNALDO. 

While 
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Whfle to their natural graces join'di they fhow ig 

What wealth or bncj can with drefs beftow. 

But o'A^ 4he reft a dame iuperior rofe^ 

like Dian whom her virgin nymphs encloie^ 

What tiioe the chdr in ifkightly dances Ied» 

On Cynchus' top fhe nx>yes with ftately tread. zo 

She gives her golden locks to fport in air^ 

The quiver, ftor'd with fliafb, her fhoulders bear : 

Latona fees, and (cance her heart conuins 

A mother's joy that trickles through her veins. 

Soon as th^ dame beheld (fo rarely feen) 25 

Two comply knights of fuch exalced mien^ 
That each appear'd welKtaughc his arms to wield 
And feldom patr'd in trials of the field -, 
A page fhe fent^ befceching either knight 
Againft her champions now to prove their might, 30 
For much fhe wifh'd to view in knighdy deed. 
How far their look^ and valorous hearts agreed. 
The page obey'd, and from die virgin told 
The mefTage fent to either warriw bold. 
Rinaldo, gracious, to the noUe name 35 

Fair anfwer gave, and afk'd the virgin's name. 
To ^hom the page— We her commands obey, 
And fhe o'er Media holds the fovercign fway. 

She, 
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She^ Floriama cali'd (as yec untry'd 
The nuptial knot) ne'er knew die name of bride. 40 
This faid, he went and to the queen declared • 
That both die ftrangers ftood for jouft prcpar'd. 

The virgin then her mardal train addrefi'd^ 
And rous'd the flanne in every generous breaft. 
With winning fpeech, with all the grace refin*dj 45 
By which the gentler fex can rale manlfwr^ . 
Till knight with knight in friendly conteft ftrovc 
Who firft with ready fpear die joaft fliould prove. 
At length Imantes, well in combat try'd^ 
And fierce Galaflb firft the knights defy'd : 50 

But fbon they fell with feet againft the fkies» 
Such proweft to die ftraHgers Mars fupplies^ 
Albermo, Adrimantes thefe fiicccedj 
Who came fi^om where the Tygris parts the mead. 
Both backward fell; that, on his vizor took, 55 

And, this beneath hb breaft recrivM the ftroke. 
Then Argo and Androglio, great ih might. 
Together came, companions of the fight : 
Alike their mKn — in either buckler ftood 
A Iblid rock above the dafhing flood, 60 

Where golden charaders this vaunt declared 

^ 

In quaint device — For. ALt attacICs piiipar'o : 

As 
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As if they meant, by fuch device, to thaw 
Their valour equal ftiU to every foe. 
Ah me ! what empty pride, what error light €$ 

The lamp of reafon hides in deepeft night ! 
Not folid rocks, but feeble jdants they ftaod 
Before Rinaldo and Florindo's hand. 
Lucindo next and Floridano came. 
For youthful graces lov'd by every dame. 70 

Together thefe in arms the ftrangers meet. 
Together &r are tumbled from their feat : 
And many knights that midft their fellows bear 
The higheft name an equal lEbrtuoe ihare : 
And hence with wonder at their valour fhowD, 75 
The dames difcourfe of eithir kni^ unknown* 
But moft the gentle queen delights to praife 
The noble youths^ (he every honotn- pays 
Where nrx>re than human gifb ihe thinks combine. 
Each look, each motion and each deed divine ! 80 
Yet chief her thoughts on brave Rinaklo dwell. 
And feem fome future evil to foretel. 
As one who. waits the fever's quick return^ 
When parching heats fhall every member burn. 
Perceives by fits thro' all his vital frame 85 

A fhuddering coldneis that precedes the flange ; 

So 
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So flie^ whofe bofom naw muft letirn I6 prove 
(Befbrt unknown) the various powers of lore. 
Alternate fi^b each change of fofc defirc^ ' 

A creeping chilnd$s or a lambent fire. i ^ 

New virtues her enamoured icml furpirife» 

New, beauties ftiU actraA her ardent eyes. 
One wifh remain'dj tx> fee thofe looks reveal'd 
Which fix)m her fig^c his envious helm conceal'd. 
Chance fiivoiir'd all (he wifli'd^ th' adventurous knight 
Who^ kft unhors'dj confeis'd Kinakb's mig|it> 96 
LoQs'dj in ihe ihocki the iron clafps that bound 
Rinaldo's cai()uCf and hurled it to the ground 1 
And to the view thofe youthful charms expos'd. 
That eveiy fweet of paradifc difclos'd : 100 

She faw colledk^ in one peerie^ face^ 
All manly beauty and all manly grace : . 
There love to her Lqi native power appear'dj 
And viftor there his potent en£gn rear'd. 
There held his ftat<;i:as when in triumph boroe^ 105 
Tr9iid wreatha of palm hb conquering car adorn: 
Thence from his golden quiver every dart 
He wing'd with certain aim to pierce her heart ; 
Compelled her thence bis ihackks to fuftainj 
A hcavy^ noy^. yet fcarce unpleafing chain. no 

With 
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Widi wonder all the warrior's form behold^ 
His black and fparkHng eyes^ his locks of gold; 
His dark majcftick brows^ o'er cither eye 
Bow*d to an arch ; his forehead rifing high i 
His fpeaking features fluih'd with rofy red, 115 

His Rowing checks with early down o'erfpread j 
The eagle nofe, fure figpal to difpJay 
His claim to lordly tank and regal fway : 
They mark his fhoulders broads his amfde cheft. 
His weU*knit arms^ the nervous power expreft 1 20 
In every limb ; th< legs, where ftrength, combined 
Widi perfeft lhape> oudiript the la^ng wind ; 
The iprightly carriage, which to blooming years 
Gives namelels charms and every praife endears : 
A noble fiercenefs, and becoming pride, 125 

And fearlefs foul with mikkft grace ally'd. 
What wonder then if (be who ftiH confofi'd ^ 

The tendereft pafllons of a fenule breaft, 
)f ow made the flave of love, and love's defire. 
Should prove the fuel of a noble fire I 130 

Yet ftill herfelf, as happy in her pains. 
Adds to the pcnfon glidii^ thro' her veins« 
She dares not think the warrior (hooki depart; 
The firft 4ear objeft of her long^ hea^f. 

9oe 
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Bur> with a courteous mien, the knights addrefs'di 135 

« 

And both befought beneath her roof to reft. 
So oft, fo wam^ly fu'd the princely maid> 
Each warrior yielded, and her will obey'd. 
Then towards the city turned the mingled train. 
And Amon*s fon * condyfts her palfrey *s rein* 140 

Meantime the menial crew with bufy care 
The regal palace for their queen prepare : 
Some, from the ivory cornice hung, unfold 
Embroidered tap'ftry, ftifF with woven, gold : 
Some on the floor the fplendid carpets place, 145 
That every work of vulgar art difgrace ; 
And fomc the walls with mimic painting Ipread, 
The lively portraits of their fathers dead : 
While fome, the tables in fair order laid. 
And cover 'd with a fhow-white linen fhade, 1 5^ 

The vales fet, where polifti'd metals (hin'd. 
Of various labour, and of various kind ; 
There, from the hands of dark oblivion fav'd. 

Were foreign deeds of Media's kings engrav'd ^ 
And fculptur'd forms, of mingled art and coft, 155 

On filver p>jre, or flamy gold emboft. 

Soon as the troop before the palace ftay'd, 
Rinaldo's arms received the princely maidi 

♦ RlKALDOf 
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And gently lifted from her palfrey's feat : 
Then throbb'd her tender pulfe ; with flulhing heat i6o 
Her features glow'd, and loft in ftrange delight. 
Her fluttering foul feem'd ready wing'd for flight: 
But when more willing could flic yield her breath. 
Or how could Heaven afibrd a happier death ? 

To every ft ranger Floriana ftiow'd 165 

That welcome ftill by courteous minds beftow*d 5 
But, more than wont, flie now each thought addrels'd 
With high regard to honour either gueft. 
Lo ! thus can love— love, even the bafeft heart 
Impels oft- time to deeds of high defer t; 170 

But in a royal, noble mind, inipires 
More generous views, and kindles brighter fires. 
The queen's example all her peers purfue. 
And pay the ftrangers more than ftrangers' due -, 
For ftill on hers depends their every will, 175 

As on the parent fpring the ifluing rill. 

Soon came th* accuftom'd hour, of all defir'd. 
For that fupply by Nature's wants requir'd. 
To raife the fainting limbs with due repaft. 
Left ftrength fliould fail, oppreft with lengthened faft. 

And now the courtly guefls the table grac'd i 18 j 

^ 

Full oppofitc againft Rinaldo plac'd. 

Fair 
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Fair Floriana fix*d on him her eyes. 

As wary pilots watch the northern flcics. 

And with that food which feafts of love beftow^ 185 

She fed her fond defircs, and nourilh*d woe* 

Meantime the golden lyre Mufeus ftrung, 

And myftic lore to heavenly mufic fung : 

He firft, by Phcebus taught, high" truths exprefs'd 

In tunefiil verfe, to win each liftening gueft : 190 

So fweet his fong, the notes might render vain * 

All favage force, and warring winds reflxajn^ 

When Eolus fcts wide his ftormy cave, 

Where round its hollow womb th' impatient captiv«i 

rave. 
He fung, from chaos rude how Nature drew 195 
The feeds of all, whence infant order grew i 
And how, beneath her plaitic hand, arofe 
Thefe beauteous forms that now the world compofe ; 
To each aflign'd its laws and proper bound. 
Fire, air, and earth, and ocean's watery round : 20^ 
The whole in peace by feeming difcond held. 
Of all we fee, and all that lies concealed. 
He told, when time had fecn three ages pa6. 
Each various age of filver, gold, and brafi. 
How juftly Jove, incens'd at human race, 205 

PouKd down a flood on earth's extenc]ed face y 

P 2 How 
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How P jrrrha and her fjpoufe behind them threw 

The &tal ftones that muft mankind renew^ 

Whence, like their origin, fuch men were born. 

As held the toils of human life in fcom. 219 

Nor did he, laurel'd God ! thy flames conceal. 

And all the wounds that love has made thee feel : 

Why Daphne, near her father's banks, perceives 

Her arms to boughs, her hair convert to leaves. 

How haplefs 16, to a heifer tum'd, 215 

On Nilus' fteepy brinks her fortune moum'd. 

Of Argus and of Syrynx too he told. 

Their cruel deftiny by Heaven enrolled. 

So have I heard thee, Vcniero, raife 

Thy voice and notes with more harmonious lays, a 20 

And oft have feen, emerging from the tide. 

Beneath thy feet the liftening fiflies glide ; 

And birds innumerous, with the found detained. 

As if by power of magic fpell conftrain'd. 

Their rapid pinions ftop in middle flight, 225 

And round thy feat in filent flocks alight. 

But Floriana now, the baflquet o'er. 
With various talk beguil'd the pafllng hour ; 
Still on Rinaldo's fpeech attentive hung. 
And drank deep poifon from his eye and tongue; 230 

N6w 
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Now aflc'd of royal Charles^ and now enquired 
Of brave Orlando, through the world admired 1 
And now (his lineage and his name confeft) 
On his own deeds diicours*d her noble guelt. 
Declare, if not ungrateful to relate, 235 

(She cry'd) how yet, m youth's unripen'd ftate. 
Your deed could vindicate a mother's £ipie, • 
And clear to all her nearly fully'd name. 
Long fince I heard (unleis my memory fail) 
A knight of France difclofe the pleafing tale, 240 
Before my fire ; what time from Gallia's port. 
He came a welcome gueft to Media's court. 

Rinaldo then — ^Though fuch a deed can raife. 
From fuch an audience, litde claim to praife ; 
Yet, fince you feek to know, my lips fliall tell, 245 
With truth fincere, how aU in courfe befeL 
Indulgent hear— and let my tender age. 
My filial piety, alone engage 
'Your partial voice, for fcarce an annual fun 
Had o'er my head his thrice five courfcs run, 250 
Ginamo of Maganza, once inflam'd 
With rival love, his fuit with Amon claim'd -, 
For both, when youth was warm in cither's breaft. 
With love my mother in her bloom addrefs'd. 

P 3 Long 
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Long time in vain dieir mutual hopes they try'd^ 255 

At length refolv'd that combat ihould decide s 

When bale Ginamo^ with a daftard*s mind. 

The conqueft yielded, and the fair refign'd. 

But 'gainft my fire he nourifli'd ftill apart 

The worm of hatred gnawing in his heart, 260 

And, like his kindred, ever vers'd in guile. 

Would Amon's life betray by fecret wile ; 
But all his treafons fail'd. — When now at laft 

Long years had brought oblivion of the paft. 

Imperial Charles a folemn feaft declar'd, 265 

In honour of his natal day prepared. 

One day, when at the regal table plac'd. 

The king beheld the court with nobles graced, 

A fudden thought revolving in his breaft. 

He turn'd, and thus th' affembled peers addrefs'd : 270 

Unconquer'd friends ! in ^very peril known, 
My ftrength ! my arms ! the bulwark of my throne ! 
Let each before his king fuch merit name. 
As from our hand the higheft grace may claim. 

Each baron then in turn the filence broke, 275 
Thefe urg'd their modcft plea, thofe vaunting fpoke. 
Amidft the reft my noble father rofe, 
An4 for his theme this fing^e merit chofc j 

That 
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That three fair Tons had bleft his gexiial bedj 

In (tripling age to feats of glory bred, a8o 

With him in future join'd, midft all alarms. 

To guard the church and ftate from foreign arms. 

Well-pleas'd imperial Charles my father heard. 
And foon his fenfe to every gueft appeared j 
The goblet, wont himfelf to ufe, he took, aSi 

And reach'd to Amon with a fmiling look ; 
When Gano's kinfman felt his treacherous heart 
Transpicrc'd at once with Envy's keeneft dart : 
Ginamo, who in ill with Gano vy'd. 
There prefcnt late, and all that pafs'd defcry'd j 290 
And brook'd but little, to the court made known. 
Such honour, o*er himfelf, to Amon fliown. , 
New fuel now the ancient flame increased 
Of hatred, bmoding in his impious breaft. 
So fwell'd at length his rage, his rancour blind, 295 
(Heav'n wiU'd it fo) no more by craft confined. 
From his fell foul deep fchemes of malice broke. 
And with ftern brow to Amon thus he fpoke. 

No longer, Amon, (halt thou falfely fliine 
In borrowed honours, never juftly thine : 300 

Know that, reiponfive to my warm defire. 
Thy Beatrice confeis'd an equal fire j 

P 4 Oft 
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Oft were wc wont the fwcet ciFefts to prove 

Of mutual wiihes^ and of mutual love. — 

Hence fprung thefe three fair boys — by me they live. 

My fons I — and let th^ wife the boaft forgive : 306 

Let her forgive, that now to thee revcal'd, 

I ipeak of blifs long paft — fo long conceal'd. 

Thou too for^ve — nor take the deed in fcorn. 

Since from luch deed fiich noble fruit was born. 310 

If Love with thee his power could ever ufe. 

Thou know'ft fuch crimes no lover would rcfufe. 

Then more — no longer what is mine detain. 

Nor let me here demand my fons in vain ; 

And, had not fear to pain a husband's breaft 3 1 5 

(Though juft my caufe) till now my fpeech repreft, 

Thou long ere this in better time had'ft heard 

This truth, fo unexpected, fully clear'd : 

But all muft yield before a nobler claim. 

Paternal love, and generous thirft of fame. 320 

He faid and ceas'd: the king by looks confefs'd 
His high difplcafure, nor his fpeech repreft. 
But moft thefe words of dire infernal art 
Sunkj deeply funk, in wretched Amon's heart : 
Yet thus — 'Tis bafely falfe ! (enrag'd he cries) 325 
Forg*d in that he^, that magazine of lyes— 

I know 



Book IX. R I N A L D O. ttj 

I know thee, earl ! nor this the firft I trace 
Of treafons fpringing from Maganza's race. 
And front to front (thou time and place ordain) 
This trufty fword (hall, what I fpeak, maintain. 330 

A prudent man (Ginamp thus reply'd) 
Will try all other means ere arms are try'd. 
Who errs in this, we fafely may confefs 
His courage mighty, but his wifdom lefs. 
For me, though har{h the proof to Amon's ear, 335 
I Jhall not paufe to make my truth appear $ 
So may my honour ftand confirmed of right. 
As fits my rank, and fits a loyal knight. 

Thus he ; and (peaking, from hb velhire drew. 
And fudden held in all th' affembly's view, 340 

Three coftly rings, which for ibme ill delign'd 
In former time, by his deep-plotting mind. 
Her maid, at his requeft, from Beatrice purloin'd, 
Thefc, now extending with a fmiling look. 
He fhow'd my fire, and thus, exulting, (poke. 345 

Are theie unknown ? Lo ! Amon, thus we prove 

« 

How Beatrice return'd our fsuthful love, 
Theie were thy gifts (nor canft thou this deny) 
When join'd with her, unbleft, in Hymen's tye 5 
And thefe undoubted proo& to all proclaim 350 

{iow thy raih tongue has wrong'd Ginamo*s fame. 

yet 
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Yet I forgive — nor need'ft thou now repent. 
This truth confirm'd, confirms thy punifhment. 
Why look'ft thou, vretch ? Again tliefe tokens view, 
Exaniine well — and own Ginamo true. 355 

How then was Amon ? Who can paint aright 
His ftormy mind ? — He vanifh'd from the fight. 
And impotent his frenzy to refi;rain. 
Would heal his honour with his confort flain : 
But fiie^ by fecret meflage, doom'd to hear 360 

Thefe cruel tidings with a trembling ear. 
With us, her three unhappy fons, retir'd. 

To ftiun the rage that firft his bofom fir'd ; 
And with her fire a fure afylum gain'd. 
Where fafe from Amon's fearch the dame remained. 
Till time fliould clear the falfehood deep impreft 366 
]Sy impious treafon, in her hufband's bread. 
To feek her now fage Malagigi came. 
Who bore us all a kinfman*s gentle name ; 
The dame he counfell'd, I fliould thence rcfort, 370 
With both my brethren, to the regal court, 
That there to proof of arms I might defy 
Ginamo falfe, and give his tongue the lye : 
Put firft to me ^n oath the matron took. 
That nothing e'er her feith to Amon ihook, 375 

6 And 
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AikI callM on Heaven to prove ber word (incere. 
By every truth that CbriftiaQ fouls revere. 

Soon as I reach'd the court, the wretch I dar*d 
To fingle %ht; but he, with feign'd regard 
Of facred ties, would fuch encounter (hun, 380 

Nor lift (he cry'd) a hand againft his fon. 
I heard enrag'd, and every feature (how'd 
The high difdain with which my bofom glow'd s 
While he, who view'd my inexperienced age. 
Beheld my death with iecret glad prefage, 3S5 

Though with the looks of deep diflembling art 
He veil'd the paflions of a ruthleis heart. 
Impatient of delay, I ftrait demand 
The rank of knight from Charles's kingly hand. 
With me my brethren equal grace obtain : 390 

And now, inroU'd in knighthood's noble tjain. 
Again I dar'd Ginamo to defy. 
Again I gave his treacherous tongue the lye, 
Till he, with outward ftiow of deep regret. 
As if conftrain'd, the proffcr'd challenge met. 395 
The fpear I grafp'd, and juftice, that inflam'd 
My fearlefs mind, my righteous weapon aim'd. 
While fenfe (rf* inward guilt and fraud bereav'd 
His nerves of vigour^ and his ftroke deceiv'd. 

His 
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His lance I felt not ; but with mortal wound 400 
Ginamo from his faddle prefs'd the ground. 

fair decrees of Heaven ! that give fuccefs 
To iacred truth, and falfehood's hopes depress ! 
Soon as my lance to earth the traitor threw. 

With eager ipeed to take his life I flew, 405 

But humbly he befought that every ear. 
Ere yet he died, his dying words might hear : 

1 then (no malice harbouring in my breaft) 
Was little flow to grant his laft requeft : 

When he before his death the truth explain'd, 410 

Himfelf a traitor own'd, and Beatrice unftain'd. 

Each covert treafon lurking in his mind. 

Each artifice againlt my fire defign'd. 

He told, and to its former fpotlefs fame 

Reftor'd my mother's lately fuUied name. 415 

Full high the king extoll'd my conqueft, gain'd 

Without a fword, by fingle fpear obtained ; 

And hence I fwore no. fword to wield in fight. 

Till one I conquered from fome potent knight. 

So fpoke Rinaldo ; when, the tale complete, 420 
With change of features, rifing from her feat. 
The royal maid withdrew, and parting left 
Her heart, in anguilh from her boibm reft. 

Already 
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Already now the night with filent pace 

A third had travelled of her humid race, 4^5 

And from her gloomy breaft profufcr Ihed 

Deep, quiet fleep o*er every mortal head : 

Yet the fad queen, diftradked with her pains. 

Love's fatal poifon creeping through her veins. 

In vain attempts her weary eyes tq clofe j 43Q 

The cares of love can never know repofe : 

But oft her reftlefs mind, in fweet review. 

Revolves her lover's various gifts anew : 

Th* excelling valour that ib rare appears 

With tender bloom of inexperienced years ; 435 

The namelefs graces that unite to raifc 

This theme of wonder, and this theme of praife. 

And now Ihe pondered, in her fecret thought. 

What once a kindred female fage had taught. 

Who long in various arts of magic wife, 440 

And vers'd in every fecret of the fkies. 

Could tell how planets rule our world below. 

What good or ill we to their influence owe. 

She to the queen foretold, that potent lovQ 

(And nothing human could th' efFeft remove) 445 

Should for a Chriftian knight her heart inflame. 

Of manly beauty and of warlike name ; 

That 
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That ftie to him would yicld> in liberal hour, - 

The praife of chaftity's unfully'd flower. 

And thence, with ripening time, in naatron throes, 450 

The fecret offspring of her love difclofe ; 

Two goodly twins, by ruling fete decreed 

To many a high, to many a generous deed : 

The one a male, and one a female, born 

To rank with thofe whofe names the earth adorn. 455 

When from the mind is banilh'd calm repofe, 
Alas ! no cahii the wretched body knows. 
Now here, now there, fhe tries her irkfome bed. 
In vain — where'er (he moves all reft is fled ! 
Oft to the eaft fhe turns her longing eyes, 460 

To mark if yet Aurora's beams arife ; 
If yet fome ftreaks appear of glimmering light. 
So hateful now the downy plumes of night. 
Soon as the morn, with tints of various hue. 
Appeared, and welcome day-break met her view, 465 
She waited not her train's accuftom'd aid, 
But her fair limbs in coftly vefts array'd. 
Slow fcem'd each menial fair, and now Ihc mov'd 
Each dame to fmile, and gently now reprov'd ; 
And, fcarcely by her faithful maidens join'd, 470 
She went in haftc her noble guefb to find. 

As 



Book IX. l( I M A L D O. I2j 

As tht tall cyprefs from the genial bed 

Of foftering earth exalts its ftately head. 

Sets all the beauties of its form to (how. 

As if in fcorn of bafer ftirubs below : 475 

So feem*d her lover to th* admiring queen. 

So midft the throng his flature, looks, and mien ; 

While o'er the reft his godlike front he rais'd. 

From which a thoufand beams of glory blaz'd. 

With fweet regard fhe firft the knight addrefs'd, 48^ 
Through Acatana then (he led her gueft. 
Her regal town ; to him the temples fliow'd. 
Where chiefe of old their laurel'd trophies ftow*d ; 
The ftately tombs for her forefathers made. 
The lofty domes, the public ways difplay*d j 48 5 

Each wall, each fortrcfs, each afpiring tower. 
And all her wealth reveal'd, and all her power. 

The evil, nourilh'd, works unfeen its way. 
Till life begins to wafte by flow decay : 
All impotent her paffion to control, 490 

Love fills up every palTage of her foul : 
Her mien is chang'd, and now to fpeak fhe tries. 
Now on her lip the timorous accent dies 
In half-form'd words, and now with reftlefs tread 
She moves, now gazes round, now droops her head. 

Oft 
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Oft from her heart (he heaves a mournful ligh i 496 
Full oft the tears would trickle from her eye. 
But fhame forbids — now earth ihe lilent views. 
And now with upward looks would Heaven accufe. 

At length ihe fix'd, unhappy, to difclofe 500 

To her lov'd nurie the caufe of all her woes* 

My Helidonia ! by whofe tender care 
I liv'd when firft I brcath'd the vital air. 
From whom thefe lips the milky moifture drew. 
In whom ,alone a mother's name I knew, 505 

Afliil me now— when flrange defires infeft 
The deep recedes of my virgin breaft : 
Yet fcarcely known, fo ftrong this evil grows. 
As threatens fbon my wretched days to clofe. 
My fufFering from thefe foreign gucfts I date, 510 
The elder rules thy Floriana's fate— 
Ah ! fee'ft thou not how beauty, valour, grace. 
Excel in him, the firft of human race. 
Ah me I — ah ! never, never thence to part. 
How deep his form is imag'd in my heart ! 515 

How every aftion to my fight appears ! 
How every word ftill vibrates in my ears ! 
Ah ! mother, fliall I dare to thee proclaim 
My fccrct wifh to indulge this wretched flame ? 

But 
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But whither rove I ? — firft let earth cnhume 520 
My living body in her opening womb> 
Ere, chaftity, I break thy (acred tie— 
If death awaits— I (land prepared to die. 

She ceas'd to ipeak ; then dry'd the tears flic (hed 
In copious ftreams^ and hung her drooping head: 525 \ 

Awhile the ancient crone revolv'd in mind. 
What once the magic prophetcfs divin'd. 
Full well (he faw, by every (ign expreft. 

How love had (eiz'd the queen's unhappy breaft ; ''^' 

Awhile in filence arid fufpenfe (he ftay'd, 53O ^ 

At length in accents mild this anfwer made. 

My child ! my queen ! for both I hold thee (till- 
No mortal conquers Fate's re(iftle(s will : 
Th' enfeebled bark, amidft the war of waves. 
With tackling torn^ in vain the tempeft braves : 535 
Nor muft we hope to pafs the certain bound, 

Prefcrib'd in deftiny's eternal round. 

I (peak what many, many a proof has (hown 

In rolling time, by long experience known. 

If all thy efForts nuy fuccefsful prove, 5 40 

From thy fad heart to pluck this rooted love. 

Bid other wi(hes, other hopes a(pire. 

And warrh thy bofom with fome new defire, 

Q^ Roufe, 
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Roufe, roufc thy virtue — bnrft this tyrant*s chain. 

This vcnom'd worm that gnaws in every vein, 545 

That threatens to deftroy thy virgin-fame. 

Which loft, alt beauty is an empty name. 

B\it if each counfcl fails — as much I fear 

By every fign— why flied the friiitlels tear ? 

If ftrongcr deftiny thy life purfues, 550 

Let human weakncfs thy defeat excufe. 

And fuice th' enchantrefs, from this venial crime 

Declared fuch mighty good to future time. 

No longer from thyfelf^ from us, withhold 

Thy double offspring, thus to fame foretold. $§^ 

She faid, and fpeaking, footh'd the princely dame, 
And foftcn'd in her foul the fenfe of (hame ; 
Her hopes exalted, gave her fears relief^ 
Increas'd her paffion, and allayM her grief. 

Now Floriana bent her thoughts to prove, j6o 
What means might crown with blifs her eager love. 
And Amon's fon with kindred warmth in{pire. 
Some portion of her heart's confuming fire. 
At firft fhe tries, with every winning grace. 
To make the Paladin her faith embrace, 565 

With promife to receive him for her Ipoufe, 
And with the regal crown inveft his brows ; 

5 Sincc^ 
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Since; at his death; to her direAmg hand 

Her fire bequeath'd the rule of Media's land. 

Biit when no fuit like this his foul can movei 570 

She turns her baffled aim new fcheifnes to prove. 

With art and ftiidy (beauty's powerful arms) 

She feeks to improve the luftre of her charms : 

, She fets in lovelieft form her golden hair, 

Hfer perfon decks with garments rich anil fair ; 575 
Then lively painted in the mirror's face. 
With joy contemplates every rifing grace. 
So, after fhowers, fome giudy bird difplays 
And fmooths his pliimes in Phcebus' gliftening rays. 
Now with foft glances j now with lighs profound, 580 
She to the knight reveals her fecret wound. 
While from her piercing eyes the darting fires 
' Inflame his kindling breaft to like defires. 
Rinaldo with the foft infcftion fighs. 
And fmile for fmile and glance for glance replies; 585 
And while his bofom owns a purer flame. 
Love bends him now to this all-conquering dame. 
A Ipacious garden near the palace lay, 

. Where Flora's hands her treafur'd fweets dilplay : 
Here only from th' apartments they repair, 590 

Th' apartments of the knight and royal fair : 

0^2 Here 
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Here oft at morn would Floriana rove, 
To tafte the frefhnefs of the breezy grove. 

One day (lie form'd, to deck her graceful head, 
A crown of rofes from their fragrant bed, 59^ 

And near a ftream, that trill'd with wanton play. 
Along the dewy turf reclin'd flie lay. 
Oft with herfelf^ and oft by fancy fir'd. 
With him fhc commun'd whom her foul defir'd. 
Ah ! my Rinaldo ! fhall I ever live 6od 

To fhare that blifs which thou alone canft give i 
Now came the Paladin, and chanc'd to hear 
Th' cnamour'd fair-one with enraptur'd ear. 
How look'd they both, when each the other view'd \ 
O'er every feature flufh'd the mantling blood ! 605 
With foft delire in either bofom rais'dr 
They trembling> filent, on each other ga^'d 1 
While in their humid eyes a dancing gleam 
Play'd, as in waves the fun's reflefted beam. 
Fair Venus fmil'd, and from her heaven abovc^ 610 
Shed on the place Idalian fweets of love. 

Thus many a day the Paladin remain'd 
With Media's queen, in foft oblivion cliain'd : 
The fecond paffion (foe to love and fame) 
Had nearly ftiflcd all his former flame : 615 

At 



Book IX. R I N A L D O. 229 

At length a fudden chance compeird the knight 
(Unloojc'd for chance) to take his fpeedy flighty 
Reviv'd the firft and honour-bred defire. 
To quench the fecond and ignoble fire. 

The ftar of love, with gentle, beams array 'd, 6ao 
f\i$ golden locks in higheft heaven diiplay'd; 
The fun a«Jorn'd his brows with fplendor bright 
To grace the eaftem Ikies with fiiirer light ; 
When by Rinaldo^ who with Casp oppreft. 
Forgot his toils and cares in balmy reft^ 625 

A blooiping virgin in a dream was ieen. 
In fnow-white veftmcnt with defpondinjg mien i 
But yet her mournful £ice fuch luftre (bed, 
So fweec a calm was o'er her features ipread^ 
At firft he dcem'd his eyes Aurora view'd, 63Q 

Who, with her prefence, fniiling (Jay repcw'd : 
But when on her he fix'd his eager fight:, 
Though fcarce his lenie could bear th* opprefiive lighc^ 
He deem'd his once-lov'd Clarice he knew/ 
N6 lying form which fleeping fancy drew : 635 

He thought the beauties of her face appear'd. 
He thought thft-mufic of her voice he heard: 
That^ feem'fi with gentle looks his foul to cheer, 
This^ (ouch'd with aiild reproach his confcious ear^ 

0,3 Ah{ 
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I 

Ah! love unchong'd! ah ! faith without a ibain! 640 

Ah ! fuch the boafl: of knighthood's noble train ! 
Who give each fickle promife to the wind. 

And pay, with fraud, the fond believing mind. 

Canfl thou, Rinaklo, baniih from thy heart 

Her who could never from thy image part ? 645 

Canfl: thou to other charms a viftim prove. 

Forgetful of thy firft, thy nobler love ? 

Turn, wanderer! turn— to my remembrance wake — 

Each hour, alas ! I languifli for thy fake. 

To thee thefe tears, to thee thefe fighs appeal, 650 

Too certain tokens of the pangs I feel ! 

But if my grief^ my fond afFe£tion fail 

To touch thy foul — thy honour may prevail-^ 

Shall it be faid Rinaldo thus retires. 

In Media loft, a prey to loofe defires ? 655 

Submits to fhackles from a Pagan dame. 

Nor heeds the found of arms or voice of fame ? 

She faid ; and fpeaking thus, like vapours light, 
Diffolv'd in air, and vanilh'd from his fight. 
The youth, awaking, gaz'd with anxious pain, 660 
To find his fair-one ; but he gaz'd in vain. 
With riling fenfc of inward (hame depreft, 

V 

Difdain and anger kindled in his bread : 

His 



Book IX. R I N A L D O. 231 

His former love its wonted power regained. 

The lecond vanifli'd, and no more remain'd. 665 

At once he feiz'd his veft, and arms in hafte, 

And round his limbs the mail terrific brac'd ; 

When lo ! it chanc'd the fculptur'd form he view'd 

Of lovely Clarice, that near him ftood ; 

Now mute and movelefs, as the pillared flone, 670 

His eyes, his thoughts, are fix'd on this alone : 

At length, like one who, held in flumber*s chains. 

The vifion vanilh'd, all his power regains. 

Sudden he rouz'd, the ties lethargic broke. 

And claip'd his hands, and thus impaflion'd ipoke. 675 

How could I e'er, oh ! once my foul's delight^ 
With fuch return a love like thine requite ? 
Though all thy other merits vanquifh mine, 
My conflant truth fhould fure have equall'd thine ! — 
Difloyal treacherous knight ! — thyfalfehood view, 680 
And let thy puniihment the guilt purfue — 
But ah ! what greater fuffering can I know. 
Than all the pangs that from repentance flow ? 

This faid; he call'd his friend and bade refume 
His cuirafs, mail, and helm "with crefted plume 4 (85 
Adjur'd him then by every friendly tie, 
^ith him in haftc froni Media's court to fly 

(^4 When 
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When he, who fought in all things to fulfil 

Rinaldo's wilh, prepar'd to obey his will ; 

Yet mildly afk'd what caufe had fway'd his breaft, 6 90 

And Amon's courteous Ion the caufe confefs'd. 

As, when the fyrens warble o'er the main. 

The cautious pilot flies th' enchanting ftrain. 

Spreads every fail to catch the favouring breeze, 

And cuts with every oar the buxom feas : 695 

Rinaldo thus, who warm in fancy hears 

The wretched queen, and fees her dreaming tears. 

Flies from that grief which might his thoughts control^ 

And Ihake the fteadfaft purpofe of his foul ; 

Departs in filence, while his bread: retains 700 

A tender fenfe of Floriana's pains : 

Though quench'd his flame, her memory ftill he keeps. 

And o'er her fortune foft-ey'd pity weeps. 

Her beauty, courtefy, fuch tribute claim. 

And all the virtues that adorn her name. 705 

Fain would he pour the balm to footh the woes 

That menace foon to banifh her repofc. 

But fears to her his dire refolvc to own. 

And with his friend departs to all unknown. 
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BUT cruel Iqve, though ever vcil'd his eyes, 
That^ foon or late, each hidden deed defcrics. 
To Media's queen, by certain tokens, Ipread 
The fatal tidings of her lover fled. 
Who left her thus abandoned and forlorn, ^ 

In floods of grief her haplefs ftate to mourn. 

Sad Floriana now her anguifli vents 
In mingled (ighs and tears ai^d loud laments ; 
Now, filent, wrapt in thoughtful gloom appears j 
Nor objefts flirike her eyes, nor founds her earsj lo 
And had not ftHl (tho^ loft her maiden fame) 
Some confcious fenfe furviv'd of honeft fhame i 
A fenfe, which ftill her lofty foul retain'c). 

Which fliU each aft in decent bounds reftrain'd, 

• . '■ • 

Her 
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Her bloomy cheek, fair neck, and ivory bread, i c 

And lovely trefles had her rage confeft : 

Yet long as day its golden beams^ifplay'd^ 

Her fteps around the regal gity ftray'c} : 

Fronn place to place (lie flew with refllefs mien. 

As ill befeem'd a noble dame and queen, 2q 

So fares a wretch that in himfelf retains 

Some evil fpirit (miqifter of pains) 

Fronri whom he feels internal war, nor knows 

One flendcr interval of bleft repofe. 

O polyer of love ! that rules all hurnan kind, 2j 

And clouds, witl^ error's mift, oyr reafoning niind ! 

At length lier thoughts the only means fuggeft 
To kindle hope, extinguifh'd in her bread : 
Some knights to fend from all her mardal crew^ 
By land and fca her lover to purfue j jq 

That niight or eloquence or force employ 
To bring him back, and with him every joy j 
And, fhould their prayers aud foft demeanor fail^ 
At leaft with courage and with arms prevail. 
This done ; with doubtful trembling heart (he ftay'd 
Their wUh'd return, and fear'd each day delay'd : ^6^ 
Like fome pale prifoner doom'd in chains to wait 
The hour that muft decide his wretched fete. 

Too 
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Too well her looks ta every eye difplay 

The anxious pains that on her bofom prey : 40 

Her faltering words, her mournful geftures fhow 

Tqo certain tokens of her inward woe. 

But k) ! the third fucceeding day there cam* 

Six knights -of thofe felefted by the dame 

To o'ertake the noble youth : thefe fix rctum'd, 4^ 

Their hopes defeated, and their prowefs fpum'd ; 

The firft aflault unable to fuftain. 

Stretched by Rinaldo wounded on the plain j 

As thefe, againft his will, tlnited ftfoVe 

To force him back to Media's court and love. 50 

Before the lofty dame thefe fix appeared. 

When from amidft their number one was heard. 

O queen ! we went— and foon the knights wc view'd. 
Who with impatient fpeed their way purfu'd : 
And now, perfuafion's every art apply'd 55 

To win the youths, againft them next we try*d 
The power of threats, and laft with arms aflail'd ; 
But prayers, and threats, and fterner combat fail'd. 

When courteous wc began, in courteous wife 

_ « 

The fpn of Amon * fram'd his fair replies ; 60 

With ipecious reafons urg'd to heal the blame. 
Which ftain'd for fecret flight his better name j 

• RXNALDO. 

That 
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That he reluAant from your feats wiehdrewi 
And gladly would the Median court review j 
But firft he fought^ compell'd by fudden chancei 6^ 
Great Pepin's * fon amid the plains of France. 
With what a winning grace the knight appeared I 
With what a placid air our menace heard ! 
And every (peech^ of fierce and haughty fhraini 
Returned with mild addre& and words humane. y6 
But when in arms he found determined foes> 
Then fwell^d h'ls wrath, then high his courage rofe ; 
Tremendous then his wonted valour Ihone, 
Our ipears he met^ an eafy conqueft won^ 
And all our ftrength diflblv'd like fnow before the 
fun. 75 

And now lubjefited to his fovereign willj 
The vidims of his power to fave or kill^ 
Our lives (he faid) had fure aton'd the fauk 
Of fuch unknightly^ unprovok'd aliaulti 
But fince he wilh'd that ever for thy fake^ 8a 

All thoie who fervid thee fhould his love partake^ 
He hop'd to pay, by grace on us beftow'd^ 
In part that duty which to thee he ow'd. 

So Ipoke the knight; and like a barbed dart 
Each word he utter'd pierc'd his fovereign's heart. 85 

^ Charlemaxn. 

Her 
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Her Ipirit feem'd^ releas'd from fleihly chains^ 

To quit its prifon and its mortal pains i 

But (lowly foon again poflefllon take 

Of thofe fair limbs it languifh'd to forfake. 

At length the dame, recovering, round her threw 90 

Her heavy eyes, and now th* apartment knew. 

To which convey'd, her maids with decent care. 

On her own bed had plac'd the fwooning fain 

She faw her filent damiels waiting near. 

She faw on every cheek the duteous tear ; 95 

Till feigning now to indulge the reft required. 

She wiU'd them to depart, and each retired. 

Thus left alone, her tears no more repreft, 
O*erflow'd her face and trickled down her breaft j 

And from her inmoft bofom feem'd to fly ico 

Her troublet;} foul in one colle£ted figh ; 
Then, clafping both her hands, a furious look 
As on herfelf (he turned, and thus fhe Ipoko, 

Where am I ? wherefore this unworthy fcenc ! 
Do tears like thefe become a powerful queen ?— • 105 
No, Floriana — ^thou with generous (com 
Rejed fuch plaints to (buls ignobly born ; 
And Ihew by every proof of confcious worth. 
The royal blood to which thou ow'ft thy birth. 

While 
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While fortune fmird on all thy joys below^ no 

And heaven had never yet appcar'd thy foe ^ 

While ipotlefs chaftity thy praife endear'd; 

Thy life was haippy, and thy name rcver'd ! 

But now, thy honour, life's iblc blcfling, loft^ 

Thy every hope by heaven and fortune croft, 1x5 

Die, wretched queen ! — nor fear by death to gain 

A welcome pafTage from a world of pain. 

For, ah ! thy virtue gone, thou canft but know 

Succeeding ftings of fhame, remorfey and woe ! 

O fovereign Jove \ who hear'ft me from above, 1 20 

And view'ft this iflue of unhappy love j 

If prayer, like mine, can pierce the heavenly fphere,- 

If prayer, like mine, can touch thy pitying ear i 

If pure devotioh from a mortal breaft 

E*er mov'd thy power to grant a juft reqiieft j 1 25 

Let him, through whom in cruel death I bleed. 

Let him receive his juft his equal meed ! 

Give him, O righteous king ! in love to burn 

For fome proud female that difdains return ; 

And let him witnefs, from th* ignoble herd, 13© 

Some worthlefs lover to himfelf preferr'd : * 

Yet fure to fuch a treacherous heart belongs 

Far other punifliment to avenge my wrongs : 

I Thine 
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Thine be die caufe ! — nor know I to require^ 
What equals his deferts, or my defire — 135 

But wherefore thus to female wai lings fly ?— • 
*Tis now no time to ponder — but to die — 
Away with words ! — one ad: concludes the ftrife. 
This fatal moment ends my woes and life. 

She faid; and frantic then a dagger clalp'd, 140 
Which once the valiant fon of Amon * gralp'd: 
While this all naked in her hand fhe took. 
She view'd it with a ftern determined look : 
A fiidden warmth, from fearlefs paflipns bred, 
Flufh'd every feature to a dee{)ening red; 145 

And widi a firmncfs, fcarce by mortals viewed. 
The dame, in words like thefe, her fpeech renew'd. 

O falfe Rinaldo !— but O pitying fteel ! 
The wounds thy lord has made, 'tis thou muft heal ! 
His fecret flight has clcfc diis heart in twain, 150 

That but furviv'd to feel increafing pain ; 
Thy friendly point fhall give by death relief 
To that which but furviv'd to nourifh grief. 
The firft dire ftroke my heart of blifs bereaves. 
The gentlar fecond all its care relieves. 155 

That, every good deftroys which lovers know } 
msj cures the fharpefl: pangs of human woe, 

* RlXALDO. 

R Thou, 



241 R I N A L D O. BookX. 

Thou, confcious bed ! while happier days allow'd. 

Dear witnefs of the peace by love beftow'd^ 

Alas 1 how changed my now difa(&ous ftate, i6o 

Sad intneis of thy Floriana'is htc ! 

And as diou once, within thy friendly bread: 

Recciv^dft thy quecn> of every wifli pofleft. 

So now receive her> pale with (hortening breath. 

The hft &int ftm^les fi>on to end in death : 16 j 

Receive nny blood ! — here drink the crimfon tide. 

And tell the -world how Floriana died. 

Then, with dry eyes, her bofom firft flie barU— 
And rais'd her weapon, for the ftroke prepared; 
But k) t the fteel, abhorrent of her gore, 170 

Fell from her graip, and harmle£ prefs'd the floor ^ 
When,, with a whirlwind blaft, wide open flew 
The dark balcony, and expos'd to view 
A wondrous car, and to the yoke conftrain'd. 
Four monftrous birds of uncotkh figure rcin'd. 17^ 
There iate a matron, in whofe Matures fage 
Were read deliberate thought and reverend age i 
Medea this, who flciird in magic lore. 
With Floriana^s fire one mother bore ; 
In fuch diftrcfs, a timely aid flie came, 1 80 

From black deipair to fnatch the regal dame. 

Whatever 
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Whatever had chanc'd her prcfcicnt Ikill divin'd, 

Thciovcr fugitive, the death defign'di 

And hSthcr, bent on fpced, (he drove from far 

Through elemental florms her rapid car. 185 

Entering flic faw her royal niece refume 

The fallen fteel, to fix her cruel doom : 

At once her arm the ftruggling fair embraced. 

And feiz'd the dagger with preventive hafte j 

Then fudden o'er her eyes and bofbm threw 1 90 

{Of potent aid) fome drops of magic dew. 

That foon with flcep her drowfy lids opprefs'd. 
And lull'd each paffion to lethargic rclt. 
This ancient dame, in every fecret taught. 
From Lethe's Ihore th* enchanted liquor brought, 1 95 
Of power the weary members to repair. 
And blunt the flings of heart-corroding care. 
While flumber thus the fair one's eye-lids weigh'd^ 
Her on the car the fage enchantrefs laid, 
Herfclf afcending, feated at her fide, 200 

She fnatch'd the reins their deflin'd courle to guide. 
The chariot flew, its miflrefs to obey. 
And cut through fleecy clouds its vaporous way. 
Not with fuch fwiftnefs ftoops from upper fk'.es 
The bird, that views the fun with fteadfeft eyes : fioj 

R a Not 
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Not the bright rocket mounts with equal fpeed. 

Nor from the bow-fpring flics the feathered recd» 

An ifle. there lies amidil tlie breezy main> 

Beyond the bounds that mariners reftrain^ 

Alcldcs* bounds, where (hips with danger ride, aifli 

Aijid Calpc's niountain parts the roaring tide. 

In this abode, this far-fequefterM feat,. 

Where peace and gladnefs hold their bleft retreat. 

Where frolic paftime Iports, where all unite , 

To form a fmiling region of delight, 2 1 5 

'Tis faid that Jove the manfion has aflign'd 

For heroes, once the pride of human-kindtj 

When worn with labour, or with years oppreft. 
Their fouls relcas'd, afpire to endlcfe reft— 

No further cares, no evils here annoy, 220 

Each, near approaching, feels the general joy : 

For gifts like tliefe the wondrous region fam'd. 

Is hence by all the isle op pleasure nam'd * 

Hither th* enchantrefs fteer*d her airy flight,. 

Here ftay'd her wheels, and bade the car alight ; 225 

Here on foft turf fbe laid the Median queen, 

Wak'd from falubrious fleep with mind ferene t 

No more the thorn of love torments her bread,. 

No more fht mourns the blefling once poflTcft ^ 

Yet 
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Yet fix'd remembrance of her wrong retains, 230 
Though not a trace of former grief remains. 
In this fair ifle, where heaven's benignant hand 
Sheds every grace to blefs the happieft land. 
Where Delos* mighty god his temperate rays 
Difilifes round to give the genial days j 235 

Where rich on golden ftalks the ruby gleams. 
Where glide the Iportive fifti through cryftal ftreams ; 
Her royal niece in this fequefter'd feat 
Medea keeps — her own, her lov'd retreat. 

Meantime, with brave Florindo, on his way 240 
Went Amon's * Ion, impatient of delay s 
The force of Floriana*s knights fubdu'd. 
Who late with hoftile arms his flight purfu'd. 
His former love, rekmdling in his breafl:. 
The youth to Europe's climes his ipeed addrcfs'di 245 
The Median realms and countries left behind. 
Where nations dwell of unbelieving kind. 
Now Media's Ipacious kingdom travers'd o'er. 
To reach Armenia's lands their courfe they bore, 
Armenia, greater nam'd, whofe fovereign lord | 250 
Late funk the vi6lim of Florindo's fword : 
With this, Aflyria paft, they journey 'd on 
To Soria, firft by Syria's title known ; 

• RlKALDQ. t FrANCARDO. 

R 3 Here 
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Here, on Barud's coaflj a bark obtain'd. 

When general calm o'er (ky and ocean reign'd, 255 

Their fafety now to dalhing waves confign'd. 

Each bellying fail extended to the wind^ 

The happy ifle * they view, of old fo dear 

To beauty's queen, who rules the filver fphere; 

And that f where Jove, a cradled infant, lay ; a6o 

Not far remote, Morea they furvey } 

With Sicily, where three fam'd mountains fhow 

Their airy brows, and fhade the deeps below. 

While thus their pleafing voyage they purfuc. 
And round them caft by turns a tranquil view^ 265 
The fkilfiil pilot every night defcries 
Ten thoufand ftars that deck the fable flcicS' ; 
Obfcrves the fam'd Triones' golden gleam^ 
And arm'd Orion's more refulgent beam -, 
The ftormy Hyades, Arfturus flow, ^ aj^ 

Oft-time to mariners prefaging woe, 
' He marks the moon, and fees her vifagc fpread 
With vapoury clouds, and flulh'd with fiery red. 
So look'd flie once, perchance, with blufhes dy'd, 
When naked fcen amid the limpid tide. ay 5 

Difmay'd the pilot ftands, his colour flies, 
And faddening doubts within his bofom rife, 

♦ Cyf&us. t CaET«. 

Lo! 
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Lo ! falling ftars fhoot through the murky nightf 

And leave behind a flender trail of light : 

As whizzing rockets fir'd, that upward tend^ 280 

Their fury ipent, again to earth defcend« 

And now a fhoal of rdtlefs dolphins cleave 

With rapid fins the furface of the wave. 

Ah me ! I fee too well (the pilot cries) 

That flormy Eolus to arms defies* 285 

To every found he turns his liftcning ears. 

And filent fighs at every found he hears : 

The tofflng billows foam and rave below. 

As pent-up fires in caverns fiercer glow : 

Through night's deep womb is dreadful heard around 

The howls of Juno thro' the daik profound* 291 

Now Eolus bids all his winds engage, 

Burfls their fbong caves, and fliniulates their rage* 

Impatient each die battle firft would try. 

Before his fellow each impatient fly : 295 

Thq earth wide trendies to their iflliing roar. 

And what but late was fU'd, is fix'd no more. 

While jarring elements, commixt in fight, 

(One horror hides in univerfal night* 

s 

Torn from his lowefl feat, black ocean raves, 300 
And foams and bellows with refounding waves i 

R 4 Air 
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Air louder groans— the pilot fees his foes , 

Thick and more thick the fufFering bark enclofe. 

And drains his powers a bold defence to noake. 

Inviting each his labours to parttke. 305 

The few, of no avail with heart or hand, 

Whofe terrors but difturb the failor-band. 

Are fent below, where lefs the eye or ear 

M^y fee the tenrfpeft, or the tymult hear, . 

Now fome, with fpeed, the larger fails unbind, 310 

The tppfail, only left, receives the wind. 

One, with Ihrill fignal, gives command to all j 

Each, ready at his poft, obeys the call ; 

13ut what, alas ! can fkill or toil avail, 

When more ;lie fiiries of the ftorm affail- 315 

The reeling bark, o'er which proud ocean flows. 

Like fon^e fierce chief above his yielding foes ? 

Torn from the deck the refluent tides would fwecp 

The ftruggling fcamen in th' unfathom'd deep. 

But thefe, adher'd to cords and tackling, fave 3 2Q 

Their Ijv^s (bme nrwments from a watery grave, 

Now Neptune whirls his forky Ipear fo high, 

He feems, at war with Jove, to threat the Iky ; 

The trembling crew, with force impetuous driven, 

Arf bprne amidft th' eternal lights of heayem 3%^ 

Then, 
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Then> plunging down> behold on either band 

A liquid wall, and (tril:e againfl die land* 

Nor lefs die fury of die ratding wind 

Now drives before, and now impels behind. 

The giddy fhip, till widi a founding blaft 330 

Fierce Boreas fnaps in twain die cracking maR:, 

And, frozen as himfelfi at once imparts 

A mortal coldnefs to the failors* hearts. 

Ah ! who can paint what pangs each bolbm fwcU ? 

What horrors now in every feature dwell ; 335 

While winds and floods in dreadful contefl: vyc. 

And death terrific glares in eveiy eye ? 

This mourns a fon> and that a widow'd wife. 

Pear comforts in the peaceful hours of life : 

This a lov'd father left behind, depreft 34a 

With creeping age, with poverty diftreft; 

And that his friends (a try'd, a faidiful train) 

Never, al> ! never to be feen again : 

And fbme, to whom fuch ties are little known, 

No danger feel, no fufFerings but their own, 345 

While fomc devoutly bending to the (kies. 

With hands uplifted, and imploring eyes, 

Addrefs'd that heaven, which now furrounding night 

In pitchy darknefs vcil'd from human fight j 

And 
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And if through opening clouds they catch the gleam 
Of fiery meteors that in ether ftrcam, 351 

New terrors rifej they fear that heaven declares 
Thcfe figns of anger, and rejefts their prayers. 

Rinaldo now, amidft thd foaming main 
Commands the boldeft of the fdlor-train j§s 

To launch the fkiflF, in this diftrefsful date 
Himfclf and friend to (hatch from threaten'd fate ; 
For foon he hopes, by ftrength of labouring oar. 
To pafs the feas, and fafely reach the Ihorc : 
But from the fhip he firft removed with care 360 
His fword, his gallant fteed, and fculpturM fair. 
The crafty feaman, who the veflcl fteer'd. 
Who more his own than other's danger feared. 
Left adding weight to that already ftow'd, 
The (lender bark (hould fink beneath her load, 365 
Himfelf fecur'd, the cable cuts in twain, 
Forfakes the (hip, and feuds along the main. 
While all Rinaldo's threats and prayers are vain. 

And now the (hip at either opening fide 
Admits the influx of the hoftile tide. 370 

The failors toil to clofe the gaping feams, 
And to the fea return the briny dreams. 
Lo ! where the furious wind with dreadful roar 
Frgm the high ftern the faithful rudder tore : 

FuU 



BookX. R I N a L D O. 251 

Full on the pilot's head a billow broke> 375 

The hapleis pilot (ftunn'd bene^h the flxoke) 

Plxing'd to the deep abyfsj and in his &U 

Involved the lafl:, the common hopes of all. 

What now can five the ihatter'd vefTel^ to& 

On boiling wave$> her guide and rudder loft ? 3801 

The wretched feaman's (kill avails no more, 

Deipair and horror rule the fatal hour. 

A freezing hand now prefles every hearty 

And more than ice congeals each vital part. 

You only, generous pair ! you only feem 385 

With mind composed in peril's dire extreme s 

As if in every feature (hone expreft 

The godlike virtues of a dauntlefs bread:. 

Dalh'd on a rock in thoufand fragments flies 

The wretched veflfcl — fliricks and piercing cries 390 

Are heard around— fome call on Macon's name^ 

And lbme» in death, their purer faith proclaim. 

This, with an arm above the waves appears, 

That, fcarce his forehead o'er the water rears. 

One climbs a rock, and one a wreck attains ; 395 

One by his comrade's help his finking weight fuftains, 

S^inaldo and his friend, as chance fupply'd. 

Had fciz'd a plank that floated on the tide : 

To 
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To this one nervous hand adhefivc held. 

And one the fierce and angry waves repelFd, 400 

That Hill return'd, which thcfe with panting breath 

Ejef jng, ipurn'd riu briny tides beneath 

With finev/y fcct : long time riiey held their courfc 

Through warring billows with unconqucr'd force; 

Till o'er dieir heads huge mountain-waves defccnd. 

And part Rinaldo from his gentle friend. 406 

Florindo loft the plank, by wliicli fo late 

They both had ftruggied long with adverfe fate. ' 

Still Anion's generous fon his fricndfliip proves 

T' aflift the youth, and for the life he loves 410 

■ 

Oft riiks his own — but ruthlefs fate denies. 

The clofing waters round Florindo rife. 

And fnatch him from Rinaldo's longing eyes. 

Rinaldo now, a prey to black defpair, 

Detefts himfelf, detefts ethereal air ; 41^ 

Now, now refolves no longer to contend 

With angry waves, but to the deep defcend, 

A willing victim with his lifelefs friend. 

But reafon foon, with ftronger power, aflails 

The frantic knight, till better thought prevails, 420 

His purpofe chang'd, again with ftrength renew'd 

His pliant limbs divide th* oppofmg flood, 

That 
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That murmurs at his brcaft ; and foon he Ipies 

Where o'er the tide the land in profpcft lies. 

Now with redoubled ftrength his feet, his hands 425 

He plies, and treads at length the welcome fands. 

Where on fmooth pebbles roll the murmuring feas ; 

Then with uplifted eyes, on bending knees. 

With grateful heart his vows to heaven he paid. 

For life preferv'd by heaven's all-powerful aid, 43d 

But when his mind recalled Florindo loft. 

His pallid corfe on furging waters toft ; 

A youth, the nobleft of the noble kind, 

A form fo graceful, and a fearlefs mind ! 

A life fo finifli*d deeply he dcplor'd, 4J5 

And little triumph'd in his own reftor*d. 

How gladly with the dead the knight would fharc 

His remnant days ! as Leda's filial pair * 

Enjoy 'd, by turns, the gift of vital air. 

But while he mourns, a caftle near he Ipies 44a 
With ftately turrets lifted to the fkies. 
On which the peering, fun, from ocean's ftream. 
Through fcacter'd vapours darts his morning beam : 
To this he Ipeeds, and fees with gentle flow 
The Tyrrhene waters lave the walls below. 445 

The courteous lord with welcome fair receives 
Good Amon's fon, and every want relieves ; 

♦ Castor and Pollux. 

Widi 
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With armoorj fteed^ and trufty iquire fupplies^ 

And points to where the Roman towers arife. 

With thanks the noble youth hb (eat foribok> 45^ 

And thence for France his eager way he took : 

The third fucceeding day a knight he view'dj 

In dazzling arms befide a cryftal flood. 

And near, beneath a pine, his fteed confined 

Jn golden reins — ^the nobleft of his kind ! 455 

The trunk an image bore : on tbefe amazed 

With eyes intent, the fearleis hero gaz'd. 

lie knew his own Bayardo, and confels'd 

That image ever fculptur'd in his bread : 

Then, turning to the ftrangcr, next efpy'd 46^ 

The fword Fufterta pendant at his fide. 

The crafty feaman, who forfook the fhip. 

And fafcly with his flcifF had ploughed the deep. 

Who left the Paladin deceiv'd behind, 

Expos'd to greater rifks from fca and wind; 465 

Himfelf deliver'd from the furgy main, 

Refolv'd to turn his prize to venal gain. 

This knight he met, to him (the terms agreed) 

He fold the beauteous image, fword, and fteed. 

Rinaldo, from the ftranger mildly claim'd 479 

His own by right i but he, with pride cnflam'd, 

t Difcourteous 
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Difcourteous lpoke~*Tis not my ftrain (he cries) 
To part thus lightlf with fo fair a pri^e. 
If thefe are thine, let arms thy right declare, 
'Tis bafe to wafte the time in wordy war. 475 

, Thus he ; nor aught the generous youth reply'd. 
But, lighting, drew the ^chion from his fide: 
Rinaldo fcom*d th* advantage to pur(ue» 
Th' advantage Fortune gave, for well he knew 
No foreign hand could e*er, by force or* l^htj 480 
Bayardo lead againft his lord to fight. 
The knight unknown, indignant to behold 
His brave opponent, deem*d him raflily bold. 
Who durft with him in equal combat meet. 
With him fo fam^d for every hardy feat. 485 

Firft with his fword Rinaldo aim'd a blow. 
The aim made fruftratc by his wily foe. 
Who railing next his fteel, half fmiling, cry'd ; 
Behold whofe hand can beft the weapon guide ! 
The (h-oke refiftlefs cleft the Ibield in twain, 490 
And lent the halves divided to the plain. 
And, thence defcending, with continu*d courfe, 
Againft his thigh the weapon fpent its force. 
Not with fuch rage imperious Neptune glows. 
When on his furface ftormy Boreas blows, 495 

As 
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As now Rinaldo fbam*d — a fluftiing red 

Fromr mantling blood o'er all his features Ipfead : 

Fire flalh'd his eyes, and every look might make 

The ftouteft heart with fieezing terror fliake. 

What arm Ihall then the furious weapon (lay 500 

Defcending from on high with (weepy fway ? 

Full on the helmet came the dreadful llroke. 

Beneath the fteel the helm in pieces broke. 

The ftranger fell, but fell without a wound. 

Though fudden ftupor all his fcnfes bound. 505 

Then thus Rinaldo — Here the conteft ends. 

With me no more yon haughty knight contends- 

Fufberta then he fciz'd ; once more regained 

His dear-lov'd image, and Bayardo rein'd,' 509 

His courfer's back he prefs'd — the courfer, proud 

To bear his matter, ncigh'd with joy aloud. 

And every fign of gratulation Ihow'd. 

Thus oft we fee befide his patron ftand 

A trufty dog beneath the fondling hand. 

In aft to part, by chance Rinaldo view'd 515 

His buckler in the fight afunder hew'd. 
Again he turn*d his courfer's head, and found 
The vanquifh'd knight dill fenfelefs on the ground* 
From him he bade liis fquire the buckler take. 
By Brontes forg'd, of more than mortal make ! 5 20 

A damfcl 



iSooK X^ R i N A L D 6. 157 

■ 

A damfel therie by wondrous fkill was wroughti 
Of form divine> tranfcending human thought ! 
Alive flic feem'd> and in the mimic ftrife, . 
But Ipeech and motion claim'd to vie with life. 

In evil hour (ah! better far ungain'd 525 

Such fatal prize !) this fliield the knight obtain'd : 
With this he hop*d in fight his breaft^to guard> 
But for his heart a cruel wound prepared. 
The (hield received, again the warrior held 
His eager way, by goading love impelled. 53a 

No paufe, no flop — while Phoebus gilds the day. 
Or fhed^ his morning or his evening ray : 
Alone when heaven in flarry fplendor glows> 
Awhile he refls, yet fcarcely flcep he knows; 
Full foon he fees thofe happy realms extend, 535 
Wliich here the feas, and there the Alps defend; 
The hills defcending to the fubjeft plain. 
He hails with joy his native foil again^ 
And now, approaching Paris' walli he hears 
That Gallia's fovereign with his warlike peers, J40 
His royal fpoufe and dames^ in tents refide. 
Where in a flowery mead, with Avinding pride, 
A river glides ; a place that feem'd defign'd 
For ch^ce and paftimes of the regal kind : 

S That 
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That there a baron for the lift prepared, 545 

Each foreign champion to the combat dar^d : 

Encountering all that came, the boaftful knight • 
Before the dames difplay'd his fingle might. 
Now view*d Rinaldo on the fhinlng plaln^ 
Of dames and warriors an illuftrious train 5 550 

Their nervous limbs, or fofter beauties, drcft 

■ 

In gold, in ftecl, or vary'd filken vcft : 

Vermilion thefe, and thofe of tinfturc blue, 

Thefe fnowy white, and thofe of verdant hue ; 

While thence the fun reflefts the mingled dyes, 555 

And with another rainbow paints the fkies. 

Meanwhile by each the Paladin was feen. 

On fierce Bayardo, with exalted mien : 

His looks ereft and dauntlefs front exprefs*d 

The generous ardor of a knighdy breaft. '^60 

Firm on his feat, he ieem'd a ftately tower 

That fcoms the northern blaft or wintry ihower. 

All eyes on him with pleafing wonder gaz'd. 

While each to each his noble femblance prais'd. 

But Gryphon who, in height of martial pride, 565 

For love of Clarice the knights defy*d. 

Impatient of a ftranger's honours, (lew 

Swift as an arrow uom the twanging yew. 

Secure 
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Secure to win, he plac'd his fpear in reft. 
But ere they met, thefe haughty words addrefs'd: 570 
Swear, warrior ! fwear, whatever thy chofeh danrie. 
She yields to mine in charms and fpodefs name. 

Long ere this day, by beauty's power fubdu'd. 
Had Gryphon 01ivero*s fifter woo*d j 
While heedlefs of his fuit the fcornful maid 575 

With cold negleft his eager warmth repaid. 
But when at length he found his bofom burn'd . 
With fruidefs flame, to Clarice he turn'd 
His fervice vow'd ; nor could Rinaldo*s ear 
(Himfelf fo far remote) thefe tidings hear. 58a 

For no bafe fears (Rinaldo made reply) 
The tongue which honour guides fhall truth deny a 
And ill it iuits a knight of noble ftrain, 
To^fhrink at danger, or from toil refrain. 
X truft to prove how far thy challenge wrongs 585 
The facred honour that to truth belongs. 
Fair is thy dame, but all her boafted charms 
Muft yield to her whofc love my bofom warrTis. 

Thus menac'd they ; and noMj to threats fucceed 
The brandifli'd weapon and the fearfiil deed. 59a 

Each hand fuftains a Ipear of wondrous length. 
Long as the maft and like the maft in ftrength. 

* ^ §0 
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So fierce they rulh*d to meet, with equal fpced. 
That borne on pinions feem'd each flying fteed. 
While to the fhock th' affrighted air around 595 

Rcmurmurs deep, ajid tremors (hake the ground. 
But vainly Gryphon every nerve apply 'd. 
Through eager haftc his weapon fwerv'd alidc. 
Not fo Rinaldo — his, with better aim 
Full on the bucklcr*s boDy convex catnc, 600 

And from the feat indignant Gryphon flung j 
Againft the earth his polilh^d armour rung. 
Now round Rinaldo aU impatient prefs'd. 
Each peer and noble joining to requefl 
The knight to loofe his helm — ^at length conftrain'd 
Their fuix he granted, nor conceal'd remained : 606 
His vizor rais'd, he gave them to behold ' 
His graceful features and his locks of gold ; 
Nor fecm'd lefs fair in beauty's manly charms, 

■ 

Than brave before in hardy deeds of arms. 610 

And now his face, his locks difclos'd to fight. 

All fee and all confe(s the well-known knight: 

The friendly circles fhout with loud acclaim. 

And voice to voice repeats Rinaldo's name. 

Already now Jiis mighty deeds they hear, 615 

Alrc^-d/ founds, his pralfe in every car. 

In 
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In tuneful ftrains his ralour Glory fings, 

And, hovering round him, claps her golden wings. 

Ail tongues unite Rinaldo's name to raife. 

Each lip to him its gratefiil tribute pays. 620 

Some grafp his hand, fome to their boibms hold. 

And fome his neck with friendly arms enfold ; 

And fome, whofe fouls a nearer love confefi. 

On his young cheek the kils of friendfhip prcfs. 

Old Amon to his breaft the warrior ftrains, 625 

Paternal rapture throbbing in his veins. 

^nd now, his father left, the noble knight 

Appears before his mighty fovereign's fight. 

With Galarena near — to each he kneels. 

On cither regal hand his duty feals : 6 jo 

With placid mien, with looks of cordial love. 

The royal pair his faithful zeal approve. 

The gende dames in foft contention vye. 

The youth to honour with a favouring eye. 

While each foch token of regard dilplays, 635 

As fuits the modefty of female praifc. 
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The argument. 

Jealoufy of Clarice. Grief of Rinaldo. Rinaldo ki]](s An* 
felmo, who difputes with bim the hand of Alda at a ball^ 
and is baniflied by Charlemain from the court. After tra« 
veiling fome time he enters the valley of Defpair: defcrip- 
tionofthat place: his lanxentation, till being at lad delivered 
from that difmal dwelling, he arrives at the hill of Hope i 
while he is contemplating the beauties of the place, he fud-« 
denly hears the noife of arms. He engages a troop of Pa- 
gans, and delivers aj^ unknoiyn knight : the battle followed 
by an interefting difcovery. 
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"D tf T Clarice apart in anguilh fighs, 

■■^ While jealous thoughts within her bofom rife, 

Dilpleas'd fhe fees how all impatient run 

To grace with honours Anion's mighty fon *, 

She feels her anger rouz'd at Gryphon's fliame, 5 

Whofe late defeat involy'd her injur'd name i 

At him, on whofe depidled {h\cld was fhown 

The lively portrait of a dame unknown. 

Suffic'd it not, ah ! perjur'd man ((he cries) 
To break thy faith, and love like mine defpife ? 10 
But could'ft thou thus the caufe triumphant fhow 
From which thy crime, from which my forrows flow ? 
My rival abfent, yet thou fet'ft to view 
The fopn of her that could thy foul fubdue. 

* S.1NAL00. 

- Aud 
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And now, the champion of another's charms, i f 

« 

Againft my glory bear'ft thy treacherous arms. 

« 

As under flowers the yenom'd fnake we trace. 
So by a courteous mien, and manly grace. 
Is veil'd in thee a barbarous mind that turns 

r 

From proflfer'd faith, and pure afiedtion Ipurns. ao 

Ah ! flyj ye dames, thofe looks enticing, fly 

That modeft air, that mildly beaming eye. 

Which promife life, but death, alas ! befliow 

On all who hope to thefe their blifs to owe. 

But why, infenfatc ! thus with fighs complain, 15 

Since fighs and fond complaints alike are vain ? 

Shall he, when fickle and deceiving, find 

His love requited, and his miftrefs kind ? 

No— fuch as he— fuch Clarice Ihall prove. 

The fame for confl:ancy, the fame for love, 30 

She faid, refolv'd her features fhould impart 
The deep refentment brooding in her heart, 

O Jealoufy ! of love untimely born, 
Whofe birth has ofcen caus'd thy fire to mourn. 
Thou mingleft with his fweets thy bitter juice, 35 
Thy impious arts a parent's ills produce. 

* 

Depart to feats of punifhment below. 
To pains, to howlings of eternal woe ! 

9 Refpcft 



Book XI. R I N A L D O. ^6; 

Relpeft ths peace of fuch a virtuous breaft. 

That merits not to admit fo dire a gueft. j^p 

The Paladin, who kept his eager fight. 
Ere fince he came, on her his foul's delight, 
Saw in her looks the kindling anger rife, 
J-ike meteors flafhing through the troubled Ikies, 
He faw, but knew not yet what hidden caufc, 45 

What crime on him the fair's refentment draws. 
Why fhould my prefehce thus with frowns dilgrace^ 
The tranquil beauties of that angel face ! 
And am I then (he cry'd) fuch labours pall, 
Jleturn'd to die — and thus to die at laft ! .^o 

for, ah 1 I die, if fhe, my lovely foe. 
With fcornful pride deforms her gentle brow^ 
Wljy arm'ft thou, Love, with fuch unkind difdain 
TThofe eyes where thron'd thou hold'ft thy potent reigai 

Now tow'rds die regal walls the noble band 55 
Prepare to move at Charles's high command. 
Tent after tent is loofen'd from the plain. 
And foon no marks of former pomp remain ; 
When every knight, whofe bofom feels the flame 
Of faithful paflion for fome courtly dame, 60 

Firft on her palfrey lifts with gentlcft care. 
Then by the filkcn reins condufts the blooming fair. 

Rinaldo's 
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Rioaldo's arms his Clarice embrac'd, 

And on her feat the lovely burthen plac'd : 

While in her features deep difplcafurc gloVdji " 6g 

Adown her check the tear of anguifh flowed. 

And though her tongue from fbrrowing fpeechrefrain'd. 
Enough her looks in mute diftrefe compJain'd. 

The knight, who knew each moment to miprove> 
Emboldened in the hour of profperous love, 70 

When from his miftrefs* eyes the pleafing fires 
lie firft received, enkindling (oft defires. 
Now cautious watch'd the time, which feem'd with care 
Peny'd her lover by the offended fair. 
At length, th' occafion found, he filencc broke, 75 
And thus the troubles of his bofom (poke. 

Ah ! cruel he, who from another's (polls 
Purloins the fruit of all his faithful toils \ 
And cruel he, to pity's name a foe. 
Who comforts not the heart oppreft with woe, 8a 
To thee, my Clarice, I thus complain. 
Since every peril, every deed is vain. 
My fole reward with-held — and midft my grief 
No friendly tongue affords its kind relief. 
For all my fuffcrings, all my batdes gain'd, 85 

And all for thee — is this the prize obtain'd ? 

A cold 



B^oK XI. R I N A L D O. 26f 

A cold difdain that clouds thofe lovely eyes. 
To me> alas ! each hope of peace denies : 
Thofe eyes, that once could every pain control, 
And raife to noble heights the drooping foul — 90 
Ah me ! what caufe — but here the lofty maid 
Cut fliort his ipeech, and thus feverely faid. 
From her thy comfort fcek, from htr whofe charms 
Againft my honour late irilpir'd thy arms : 
Whofe form not only dwells within thy breaft, 95 
But proudly triumphs on thy fliield impreft. 

Thou, cruel Love, that could'ft direft a dart. 
From every word to pierce his bleeding heart. 
Thou only canft defcribe a lover's pains, 
A fubje6t that tranfcends the Mufes* ftrains. 100 

Too clearly now the confcious knight defcry'd 
The fecret meaning her reproach imply'd. 
Though darkly urg'd, and trembling to his ear 
In accents breath'd himfelf alone might hear. 
Already flood prepar'd the noble youth 105 

To plead, with modeft grace, his loyal truth ; 
But Clarice prevented all reply. 
Sudden (he turn'd and with averted eye 
His converfc fhunn'd ; Orlando from the reft 
Apart, (he with a courteous mien addrefs'd ; no 

Tq 
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To him fome Iportive caufc of fpeech fupply'd. 
But to Rinaldo ftill her car deny'd. 
Arrived at Paris, from his fight flic fled. 
And in his mind new fource of anguifh bred- 
Unhappy knight ! by fortune doom'd to prove, 115 
The wrongs of fortune, and the wrongs of love 1 
Thy pafllon from thy grief new force acquires. 
And every moment glows with fiercer fires. 

Six times the fun had chas'd, with cheerful light. 
The dreary darknefs of furrounding night, 120 

But from Rinaldo no returning day 
Could drive affliftionls fable Ihades away. 
And fuch he feem'd, that Clarice confcfs'd 
No weak afFcftion warm'd her lover's breaft. 
Whatever his late ofFence — and now fhe felt 1 25 

Her harfli refolves in foftening pity melt ; 
'But this fhe kept within herfelf conceal'd : 
Her mind was foften*d, but her looks revcal'd 
No gentle change ; and hence the champion drew 
New caufe of fear ; for ah ! he little knew 1 33 

What pafs'd within, where Cupid,, for his fake, 
Eflay'd again the numbering flame to wake. 

Meanwhile the fovereign and his queen prepare 
A fplendid meeting for the gay and fair. 

When 
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When thofe, whom fccnes of feftivc pomp delight, 1 35 

Already wifli'd die fun rcfign'd to nighL 

With thefe Rinaldo gladly fees decay 

The light of heaven and hopes the finilh'd day. 

O ! fbolifh mortals, to the future blind. 

Oft feeking that they foon regret to find ! 140 

Now night ah-eady fprcad her humid Ihade, 

And heaven's eternal glittering lights difplay'd 5 

Thofe conftellations, whence defcending, flow 

The good and ill to human kind below. 

Already thro' the regal dome around 145 

Is heard enchanting mu6ck's iprightly found ; 

While, fbft and clear, thro* trembling ether floats 

The fkilful harmony of blended notes. 

Full foon the palace fills on every fide, 

With gallant knights and dames in gracefijl pride. 150 

As midft the leflTer fl:ars^ with luftre feen. 

Great Jove and Venus beam in flcies ferene : 

So midft the train, where namelefs charms combine. 
Fair Clarice and her Rinaldo fliine, 

Whofe powerful eyes a thoufand fweets impart, 155 
And flicd fofc poifon in th' unguarded heart, 
Nor yet Rinaldo in his lov'd one's face. 
Could tender pity for his fuffcrings trace, 

Kor 
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Nor meet that fmile, accuftom'd to difclofe 

To him each charm that trcafur'd love beftows; i6o 

Now, ill-advis'd, he deem'd that Alda fair 

Might thefe unhappy feuds of love repair $ 

And hence his partoer for the dance dcfign'd 

The dame, from whofe dear aid he hbp'd to find 

What only could relieve his wounded mind. 165 

Long time with friendlhip pure he lov'd the maid. 

With equal friendfliip fhe his love repaid : 

For when in court his early years were led. 

With her from infant age his youth was bred* 

Full well he knew that fhe die rule poffefs'd 170 

Of lovely Clarice's now alter'd breaft, 

That flie with each perfuafive art could bend. 

In aU (he wifh'd, her ever gentle friend. 

To her Rinaldo went, her hand he woo'd 
To lead the harmonious maze, nor vainly fu'd 175 
Her favouring hand, but lo ! that inftant came 
Anfelmo to prefer an equal claim. 
Fair Alda, fore perplex'd, in doubtful mind. 
Her face and golden locks to earth declin'd. 
With modeft eyes, nor this nor that refus'd, l8d 

But unrefolv'd in fweet confufion mus'd. 
The ftern Maganzan * then his haughty head 
To Amon's oSpring tum'd and furious faid. 

• Ans&luo. Henccj 
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Hence, ftripling, hence ! refign the lovely prize, 

Or more than words thy folly ftall chaftife. 185 

Thus he ; nor lefs incensed, with noble pride 

To him the knight of Clarmont * fwift reply*d. 

Yield thou to me, unlefs thou mcan'ft to try 

Thy claim by combat, which I here defy. 

On him Anfelmo caft a lowering look, 1 90 

And with a fcornful fmile, indignant fpoke. 

How (hould I e'er this boafting hero face. 

If like Anfelmo's his illuftrious race. 

When thus he dares with mine obtrude his name. 

Forgetful of his birth and mother's Ihame ? 19$ 

He faid ; and inftant like a pointed dart. 

This infult pierc*d Rinaldo's generous heart ; 

And like a wounded lion, all on fire. 

No power availM to curb his dreadful ire : 

One hand Anfelmo's throat with forceful clafp 200 

Cbmpeird, who panting ftruggled in the grafp : 

His better hand the dagger's point addrefs'd. 

And fheath'd it in his fierce opponent's breafl : 

Faft welling from the wound, the purple flood 

Diftain'd the feflive floor with ftreaming bloodj 205 

While with his blood the furious fpirit fled. 

And left on earth the pale Maganzan dead. 
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Soon as hia kindred (aw Anfelmo fail, 

A tumult echo'd through the fpacious hall. 

Of mingled cries : as when fbme dire difeafe aio 

Sweeps from the crowded hive the labouring bees. 

With murmurs deep ; as when the wood receives 

The wind loud rifing through the ruftling leaves. 

At once drawn forth with lightning's fudden blaze, 

A thoufand falchions dart their fiafhing rays. 215 

Here raging Gano with Maganza's crew. 

Fierce for revenge, againft Rinaldo drew 1 

And there, in his defence, with daundefs hand,. 

His brethren flood and all the noble band 

Of Clarmont's line ; with thefe his houfe's pride, 220 

Th' unconqucr'd knight ♦ by whom Almontes dy*d : 

The gentb dames were feiz'd with chilling drcad^ 

From each fair cheek the bloomy colour fled. 

So blufhing rofes, nipt with eager frofl^ 

Decline the jiead, and all their fweets are loft^ ^25 

Quick throbbed the heart in every female breaflr. 

With features wild, with trembling knees they prefs*d 

Around their queen— As from the ftormy main 

The fhattcr^d veflel fceks the port to gain. 

Imperial Charles, whofe face with anger bum*d, 23^' 
Now diofe with-held, now thefe rebuk'd, and tum'd 

• Orlanpo* 

la 
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In threats to (bmc i with fptech and gefture try'd 

To calm the difcord ^read on every fide. 

With tardy ftep> with mien eredt and bold^ 

Around his arm his fencing mantle roU'd^ 235 

Retreating now^ the gate Rinaldo gain'd^ 

While yet his better hand the fword fuftain'd. 

The fierce Maganzans, who with vengeful mind 

In one conient againft Rinaldo join'd^ 

But now, far other than they once believ*d, 240 

Such mighty champions in his aid percdv'd^ 

Reprefs'd their anger> firft to madncfs fir'd» 

And half repented^ whit their rage inipir'd ; 

Yet (till, with brandifh'd arms and threatenings^ fhow 

The difbuit femblance of a gallant foe. 245 

So looks a troop of timorous dogs dtfmay'd 

Who raihly dar'd the flately bull invade^ 

Butj back retreadng, foon defert the fray^ 

And dread the terrors, and at diftance bay. 

Unhurtj unwounded by Maganza's band, 350 

The youth had fafcly now his home regained. 
But that his ralh and fatal warmth imprefs'd 
Too deep refentment in the monarch's breaft ; 
Who deem'd fuch boldnefs to his fovereign's face 
A crime beyond the reach of royal grace. 255 

T 2 Long 
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Long time in fecret thought th* offence he wei^'d, 

At length, by Gano*s impious counfcl fway^d. 
He feal'd his doom^ an exile thence to roam> 
For ever from his friends and native home. 

What now remains ? what further ills to prove. 
Alike rgeAed by his king and love ? 261 

Ah ! Cruel fortune, thus thro' lengthen'd woes 
To lead thy knight, and thus his labours clofe ! 
That when in thought he grafps his promised joys^ 
One cruel ftroke his every hope deftroys ! 265 

And now the written tablet he prepares, 

To her, as love inipires, his ibul declares : 

The tablet feal'd, a trufty hand receives. 

And to the feir the gentle token gives. 

But ihe, unkind, his humble fuit derides, 270 

Rejeds his meflagey and his envoy chides. 

For jealoufy once more, envenomed pcft. 

Has ihed dire poiibn in her tender breafl*. 

She.faw him court the lovely Alda's hand 

(Her own neglefled) to the feftive band : {^75^ 

From every dame ihe heard his partial voice 

(O death to hear !) to her diredt its choice : 

So ftcadfaft to retain th' clefted dame^ 

Anfelmo*s blood muft feal his fatal claim« 

Then 
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Then to herfcif— Alas ! with Ace ((he cries) 280 
How humble Ipeech and prayer the truth dilguifc I 
Unfeeling, flattering and difloyal knight ! 
Thus— doft thou thus my conftant truth requite ? 
A faithful bofom, form'd like mine, deceive ? — 
Infcnfatc Ihe that henceforth can believe ! 285 

Yet who would difbelieve thofc tender fighs. 
And the fweet glances of thofe conquering eyes ? 
I love (thou cry 'ft) thefe eyes my love impart— 
Yet thefe fomedmes but ill difcloie the heart ! 
Alas ! too true — 'ris Alda's beauty fires 290 

Thy changeful flame, and kindles new defires. 

Meanwhile the Paladin, with anxious care^ . 
Awaits his envoy from th' ofl^nded fair \ 
But he> returning, adds increafing pains 
To all his deeply-wounded heart fuftains. 195 

He hears the meflage fent ^ the meflage gives 
New pangs, and fcarcely now he dies or lives ; 
Nor weeps, nor (peaks, nor utters plaintive fighs> 
For grief itfcif to grief the pafs denies. 
As bubbling waters, pent in narrow (pace, 300 

yi^hen flames afcending climb around the vaic. 
Expand and foam, till rifing o'er the fide 
In copious ftreams defcends the boiling tide. 

T 3 So 



tvS R I N A L D O. Book XI. 

So his deep anguilb, now no more fuppreft, 

Burfts forth impetuous from his i^ruggliog breaft. 305 

At lengthy wi(h feeming calm^ he bends his mind 

To nieet the fentence by his king allign'd ; 

No more delays^ bur arm'd aicends his fteed 

To take the path that chance or fate may lead. 

As thus the knight, from every joy expeird^ 310 
His lonely way in filent anguifh held, 
He came to where left deeply flowed the Seme, 
And pour'd a ftronger current to the main. 
Awhile he here reftrain'd his courier's hafte. 
Then from his laden Ihoulders ftrait unbraced 315 
The hated fliield s on this an angry look 
The warrior fix*d, .and thus indignant fpoke, 

O ruthlefs foe ! from thee my ills I date, 
O dire difturbcr of my happy ftate ! 
Plung'd in this gulphy ftream a vidbim go, 32a 

And with thee bear Rinaldo's grief below. — 
But only thee this friendly ftream fhall hide. 
For, ah ! with me muft ever grief refide^^ 
Qo then — ^Ict none henceforth thy orb defcry. 
There undifcover'd reft from every eye; • 325 

That never, from this iatal hour, again 

■ 

May lovers, like myfelf, of thee complain. 

Rinaldo 
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Rinaldo fpoke^ and as the words he faid> 
Jiis hand the di6bites of his lips obey'd -, 

And^ inftant finking^ by the weight impell'd^ 330 

Through doling waves its courie the buckler held. 

Rinaldo thence a difierent track purfu'd. 
Uncertain where, and while in heaven he view'd 
Eight times Aurora from her treffes flied 
The morning dews and tinge the clouds with red, 335 
The warrior rov'd : at length when Phoebus' ray 
Had brought on earth the ninth revolving day, 
A ftraight and level path his fteed conveyed 
To reach a valley black with dreary ihade. 
There fate a (hape, that feem'd of human kind, 340 
On his fad arm his drooping head redin'd. 
Squalid his mien ; tears trickled from his eyes 
With upward gaze direfted to the ikies ; 
While from his lips, in chill affliftion's tone, 344 
He breath'd the loud complaint and mingled groan. 

Soon as the knight approached this mournful vale> 
He fdt increafing pangs his heart aflail : 
Such pangs he never till that day confels'd. 
Such pangs as all his vital powers opprefs'd. 
Onwaid he pafs'd, and lilent flill purfu'd 350 

The guiding path, till nearer now he viev'd 

T4 ThU 
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This child of woe ; and, as he gaz'd^ he drew 
Infectious grief, that deep and deeper grew. 

Between two liiUs concealed the valley lies. 
Two hills that intercept the cheering (kies 355 

With horrid gloom, where fcarce a joyleis ray 
Through lazy vapours gives a doubtful day. 
Such as we fee ere yet reviving light 
Reftores the colour'd tints obfcur'd by night. 
The earth around difplays a balefid fcene, 360 

With plants and herbage of funereal green : 
There trees, of forms unknown to mortal eye. 
From fable leaves envenom'd juice fupply. 
Where black ill-omen*d birds fecurely reft, 
And build, in odious flocks, their frequent neff ; 365 
Thcfc, each to each, in flirieks their wants impart. 
In Ihricks that pierce the fhuddering hearer's heart ! 

Lo ! ftretch'd on earth unblefl Rinaldo lies, 
Tears following tears, and fighs fucceeding fighs : 
Where'er he turns, fome objeft prefent breeds 370 
New caufe to mourn, and endlefs torture feeds. 
Afar, or near, Defpair around him (hows 
His fad variety of countlefs woes ! 

Ah me ! (he cry'd). in this congenial gloom. 
Here may I weep at full my wretched doom ! 375 

With 



•*. 
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With mcj alas ! how fits this difmal Ihade^ 

This dire retreat for forfew's dwelling made I 

Thus let me live, for fo my lot ordains, 

The litde fpace of l;fe that yet remains ; 

Till here I food for hungry ravens prove, ^8a 

^ yiftim, Clarice, to thee and love 1 

All day and all the live-long night he pour'd 
His foul in apguifh and his fate deplor'd ; 
While every moment (kimm'd before his fight 
A thoufand forms of horror and afiright ! j8c 

But when the morn her early luflre flied^ 
And vapoury damps before her prcfence fled. 
He viewed a knight all arn^'d before him ftand. 
Who placing on Bayardo's reins his hand. 
Thus fpoke — To me rcfign thy rule (he cry'd) 390 
Thy lord deferves not fuch a fteed to guide. 
Who, carelefs of a warrior's fame, remains 
A woman now in griefs enfeebling chains. 
So faid the knight unknown, and thence with ipeed 
From forth the valley led the generous fteed. 395 
Loft as he fcem'd, incens'd Rinaldo viewed. 
And, ftarting from his trance, the knight purfu'd. 
But fuch a mift obfcur'd the cheerfiil (ky 
That diftant objects mock'd di' exploring eye. 

Yet 
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Yet from the ftranger's armour, dazzling bright, 4XX> 

The polilh'd ftcel diffused a trembling li^t 

That pierc'd the fliadows of furrounding night. 

Strait through the path Rinaldo held his way. 

The path illumined by the gleaming ray : 

He left the vale, and with it left behind 405 

A weight that hung fo dreadfijl o*er his mind. 

And now the fhining form, that fwiftly led 

Bayardo thence, as fwiftly turn'd, and faid : 

Receive thy fteed, but henceforth Ihun with care 

That dreary vale, the manfion of Defpair ! 419 

Thy better hand will guide thee foon to meet 

Up yonder fteep a fafc and happier feat. 

He ccas*d, and thence the path defcrib'd purfu'd. 

Till him no more the fon of Amon ♦ view'd. 

But as he pafs'd he marked the rugged way 415 

Grow fmooth, and now with varied beauties gay. 

At length he reach'd a hill, whofe airy brow 

With verdure crown'd o*erlook*d the plains below: 

From this a falling ftream was feen to lead 

Its lucid current through the fmiling mead, 42^ 

Midft plants and flowers, while every gazer's fight 

3urvcy*d the beauties with a fix'd delight. 

Gold were the fands, and through the limpid tide 

With filver fcales the wanton fifties glide. 

♦ Rinaldo. A thouland 
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A thoufand colours deck'd the banks around $ 4I5 

The gurgling waters gave a pleafing founds 

And bade each confcious heart with joy rebound 

Impatient now the hill Rinaldo gain'd^ 

The hill's afcertf where joy and pleaflire reign'd. 

Of emerald tint the fpringing herbage grew, 4j(| 

Diftinct with varied flowers of daazling huei 

And clothM with every fylvan beauty ftood 

In lovely cindhire round a tufted wood. 

So green the herb, (o green the leafy fhade^ 

Compared with thefe ^11 mortal colours fade. 43$ 

The genial iky here (beds a gentle balm> 

The ambient air here breathes a conftant cahn. 

The painted birds, that leap from ipray to Ipray, 

On every fide melodious notes efTay. 

By heavenly (bunds to blifs extatick wrought 44x1 

Rinaldo foon reje£b each gloomy thought, 

■ 

While with fupemal grace, from high deriv'dt. 

His heart is ftrengthen'd and his hope revived. 

As thus with pleafing forms the warrior fed 

His eager eyes, as thefe within him bred 44c 

Delightful themes, all fbrrow to control. 
And gild with peace the dark delponding fbulj 

A dame he faw, in verdant robes array-'d, 

Wliofc fovereign rule the beauteous hill obeyed t 

Oa 
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Orx heaven (he (ecm*d her ftead&ft eyes to place, 45a 
As all her good was drawn from heavenly grace. 
Serenely mild and fmiling was her look^ 
And (ilent, yet her features more than fpoke. 
Firm confidence and hope united flionc 
In either eye, that beam'd a radiant fun, 455 

At which all care and fadnefs pafs'd away. 
Like lowering clouds before ApoUo^s ray. 
On her Rmaldo gaz'd, and ibon confefs'd 
Ideal tranfports kindling in his breaft : 
i^lready now he fees the wifti'drfor hour, 4^0 

That bends the fair to loye's refiftlefe power ; 
When Clarice (hall blcfs his longing arms. 
And rpcompenfe his toil with beauty's charms : 
He foftens every view of paft annoy 
"With futpre fccnes of vifionary joy. 46 J 

His finer fenfe appeas'd with mental faod» 
As grateful fruits his body's ftrength renew 'd, 
Sucli fruits as that cclcftial clime beftow'd. 
That luirtg on plenteous trees their favoury load, 469 
While the clear ftream, that roll'd a friendly tide. 
To quench his thiifl: neftarcous draughts fupply'd. 
Meantime his ears are (Iruck with loud alarms 
Of raging battle and relbunding arms. 

As 



Book XI* R I N A L D 0» 2^5 

> 

As when a lion fierce, with teeth and claws 

Undrench'd in blood, with lean and &mi(h'd jaws. 

By chance the lowing herd at diftancc hears, 476 

What fury in his favage look appears I 

With livid iire his glaring eye-balls glow. 

He chums the foam, and fmoke his noilrils blow : 

His fide he lafhes, and ereds his mane, 4^6 

And flies to heap with dead the crimibn plain. 

Thus at the warlike din Rinaldo fhows. 

His pulfe beats quick, his face with ardor glows. 

And burning for the fight, he views with (hame 

His days of floth fo lofl to arms and fiime. 485 

Without delay he mounts his fiery fteed 

With eager leap, and urges all his fpeed 

To where he hears the found, and gains the fubjed 

mead. 

He fees a fingle warrior there maintain 
Unequal combat with a numerous train. 490 

Already eight his conquering hand o'erthrew. 
Of thcfc he wounded fome, and fome he flew. 
With what a fkill now here now there he whcel'd. 
How well he crouch'd beneath the fencing fhield I 
With what a force his thundering ftecl he aim'd ! 495 
How fwift, in circles round, his weapon flam'd i 

Now 
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Now with a downward ftroke he threats the fi)e> 

And every mufclc ftrains to aid the blow» 

Rinaldo fees him with admiring eyes. 

And feels within the feeds of friendfhip rife : 500 

Not only friend to friend due honour pays. 

But virtue gives to foes and ftrangers praife. 

At length Rinaldo, kindling at the fight. 

Prepares with arms to aflUt the noble knight : 

Bayardo^s flank the goring rowel ftains, 505 

His eager neck perceives die flacken'd reins : 

Asiirom a bow of fleel the weapon flies. 

Thus o'er the plain his hoofs the courfer plies; 

Then on th* embatded foe his fujry bends. 

As midfl the finaller birds the ravenous hawk defcends. 

Againft the firfl his rapid falchion fped, 511 

Between the brows Rinaldo parts the head. 
Cleft to the teeth; the next of life bereaves, 
Whofc corfclet's rim the griding fleel receives. 
Like aged trees they fall, and falling pour 5 if 

A copious fbream that dyes the ground with gore. 
Nor here Rinaldo flays, but pafTes by. 
Nor deigns to caft on diefe a vigor's eye. 
A ftripling warrior with the reft was feen. 
With manly hairs unfledg'd his tender chin, 520 

Who 
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Who when he view'd amidft his focial band 
The knight of Gallia * deal his flaughcering hand, 
A generous anger kindling in his breaft> 
He rulh'd againft him with his lance in reft^ 

And ftnick his helm beneath the lofty crcft* 525 
The weapon broke, by tempered fteel opposed. 
That fafe the warrior's honoured head endos'd : 
But, though lecur'd from wound, Rinaldo felt 
The weighty ftroke with nervous vigour dealc 
And hence with furious brow, with heart enflam'd, 530 
With vengeful arm, for certain conqueft fi^m'd. 
The pointed fword he drove : the pointed fword 
Through fcven tough hides the fencing buckler bor'd. 
Through corfelet next (though arm'd againft the ftroke 
With plated mail) the thundering weapon broke, 535 
^nd at his back its bloody paflage found: 
Prone fell die youth beneath the mortal wound. 
Arid bit with bloody teeth the fatal ground. 
Meantime as grovelling pale in death he lay, 
Thefe words in broken accents found their way. 540 
O father ! help thy only fbn (he cries) 
For here, alas ! in life's firft bloom he dies. 
He iaid and ended; as the lamp expires. 
When oil no longer feeds its paly fires. 

^ RiNALOO. 

t Sudden 
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Sudden the well-known voice a warrior ftruck, ^45 
Who turn'd, and gazing round with furious look. 
Beheld his fon esctended on the plain. 
And ruih*d with frantic grief to avenge the flain. 
Though length of years his mortal vigour drain'd^ 
His ftrengdi of nnind and courage dill remained i 550 
At (lai^tef s name he glowed with ftem delight. 
And joy'd to mix in fanguine fields of fight. 
. But as the fire that fwift on (tubble preys. 
While winds bcreafe the momentary blaze. 
Is foon extihd:, the icanty fuel o'er, ^^$ 

And thbt which fiam'd io fierce, now flames no more: 
So feems the chie^ and nought his rage avails. 
When force, unequal to his daring, foils. 
Soon on his neck the mortal wound is given. 
And life attains the bound prefcrib'd by Heaven. %6o 
Fierce through the reft Rinaldo forc'd his way. 
And whirl'd his fword around with deathflil fway : 
By various wounds the various foes wei*e (lain. 
And mangled limbs beftrew'd the fanguine plain* 
Nor lefs the might his noble partner (how'd ; 565 
J^or Icfs around him wounds and death beftow*d. 
Now daftard fear the Ibrinking band -opprefs'd. 
And hope with courage dy'd in every brcaft : 

Compelled 
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Compelled before fuperior force to yields 
All fpur widi fpeed their couriers from the field -, 570 
While each brave viftoif from purfuit abftains. 
For each to chace a flying foe dildains. 

And now with wonder at his prowefs fhown^ 
On good Rinaldo gaz'd the knight unknownj 
From head to foot his eager eye purfu'd 575; 

A doubtful fearchj nor long in doubt he view'd : 
By every token he the warrior knew^ 
And round his neck his arms impatient threw. 
Ah ! who could thus preferve my life (he faid) 
But he that ever gives to juftice aid ? 580 

O chief! O brother ! O my friend belov'd I 
Of all our age the firft in arms approv'd I 
Behold in me^ that ever priz'd thee dear^ 
Dear as himfelf ! thy own Florindo here. 
Farewel to every woe my foul deplor'd> 585 

Since thus to thee by pitying Heaven reftor'd ! 
For thee what cruel anguifh has pofleft 
The deep recefles of my faithful breaft ? 

He faid : awhile his noble friend amaz'd 
^Twixt wavering hope and fear in filence gaz'd. 590 
As yet uncertain if his eyes furvey*d 
A living fubftance^ or an empty (hade g 

U But* 
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But when by many a certain (ign was cleared 
Each anxious doubt, and all the truth ai^ear'd, 
Joy fwelPd his foul : as charged with vernal rains 595 
The rapid flood overflows the thirfty plains. 

Rinaldo now his generous warmth exprefs'd. 
In words fincere by friends to friends addreft ^ 
Embraced the youth, while every feature Ihow'd 
His inward feelings, and with tranfport glow'd ; 600 
And alk'd what guardian hand avail'd to fave 
His lov'd Florindo from the threatening wave. 

Then thus Florindo — When the raging fca 
Had torn me ftruggling from the plank and thee. 
Long time I floated in the doubtfbl ftrife, 6og 

And oft the roaring billows menaced life i 
Till fav'd by fete in that dilbefsful hour, 
I gain'd by {fa*engdi of arms the diftant fhore : 
But drench'd with briny draughts and fpcnt with teal. 
With Kmbs relaxed I prefs'd the flimy foil; 610 

Senfelefs and pale, my vital powers decay 'd, 
And foon had perifh'd but ibr timely aid. 
While flruggling in the arms of death I lay. 
By Heaven's high will a warrior pafs'd the way $ 
Of birth illuftrious, Rome his native place, 615 

His lineage from die old Cornefian race : 

An 
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An errant knight, by nriartial &me enroll'd> 

And Scipio call'd, in arnts fumam'd the bold* 

3e ruVd ievcn cities on the Latian plain i 

The ducal title graced his lineal reign. 620 

Pitying he viewed me, and in happy hour 

To Hoftia took, (a town that own'd his power) 

To fage phyficians there his charge confign'd 

To tend, and heal with drugs of fovereign kind : 

Nor aught himfelf (by thoughts unknown infptr'd) 611$ 

Neglefted, that my feeble ftate required* 

While near my couch, (fo Heaven decreed above) 

He fate, and watch'd me with a parent's love» 
He near the heart beheld beneath my breafti 
A purple flower in lively hues expreft : 630 

Clear through the finooth traniparent Ikin it Qim% 
Like fomc fair rofc in cryftal cafe enftirin'd. 
The knight was inly mov'd, this objeft view'd 
The dear remembrance of a fon renew'd, 
A fon long loft ; now o'er and o'er he gaz'd 6^$ 

Each feature, mark, to flattering fancy rais'd 
That this might prove his child fo oft deplor'd^ 
An infant lofl^ and now by Heaven reftor'd. 
Such hope he fed, from what a feer foretold^ 
That when fucceeding years their couHc had roll'd> 

U a Hi's 
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His offspring ihould he find in wretched ftatei 641 
And, fav'd from death, exalt to happier fate. 
Then while he tnus'd, on me his earneft look 1 
He fix'd, and thus at length the filence broke« 

Say, noble youth ] if what I fondly leek 645 , 

Fits nfie to aik, and irks not thee to (peak, 
Vouchfafe thy name and lineage to declare. 
And what the land that gave thee natal ain 
I not rcludbuit with his fuit comply 'd: 
Numantia was my native foil (I cry'd) 650 

Given at my birth (as from the flower it came 
That marks my hreaft) Florindo is my name. 
But never yet (at full revcal'd) I knew 
The honoured fire from whom my life I drew. 
I laft declared, how from his myftic cell, 655 

I heard of future times the idol tell. 

No longer now his tears their courfc reflrain'd,^ 
No longer now his checks their hue retain'd; 
His joy burfl forth, with eager arms he prefs'd 
A darling fon, and claip'd him to his breafL 660 

And now he own*d me for his fon, and told 
How, years long paft, a band of corfairs bold. 
With arms provided, fu4den came on fhore. 
And me an in&nt from my parents bore x 

That 
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Tl^at hence my mother dy'd for grie^ and left 665 

Himfclf at once of wife and child bereft, 

Inftni(5ted by my fire, thencefordi I claim 

(No more Florindo) Lclius for my name j 

And now, a father's counfels to fulfil. 

Or rather urg'd by Heaven's eternal will, 670 

That deign'd to Ihed a ray of purer light 

To chace the fable cloud of mental night, 

I tum'd to worlhip him with purer mind 

Whofe love divine in chains could Satan bind : 

Thxis hallow'd waters purged my earthly (lime, 675 

And lav'd my foul from every worldly crime. 

Here paused the Roman knight, then told how late 
He left his father and paternal ftate, 

Impcird by fond defire once more to view 

That lovely face whence all his griefs he drew 5 680 

To calm that anger, which fo deep impreft, 

Againfl: him glow'd in fair Olinda's bread. 

If aught that hard that frozen heart could move. 

His truth, his fervice, his unalter'd-lovc. 

He added next, that foon as morn prevailed 6S5 
With cheering beams, the numerous band aflail'd 
His fingle force, nor yet the caufe he knew 
(Though ftrangc it feem'd) why this unknightly crew 

U3 In 
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In (com of honour's laws and courteous lore> 

On him unaided bent their treacherous power. 690 

Rinaldo then^ of one that fit^m the fUun 
And routed foes lay bleeding on the plain^ 
His name, befought^ and now of thofe enquir'd> 
Whofe arms againft Florindo's life c'onlpir'd. 
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The argument. 

Account of Mambrino's invafion in order to carry off Clarice. 
Rinaldo and Florindo, joined by a ftrange knight, purfue the 
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them. Catalogue of the warriors who accompanied Mam- 
brino ; their arms and devices. Rinaldo, and his two com- 
panion^, attack them : the battle defcribed. Single combat 
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of Rinaldo and Clarice, with which the Poem concludes. 
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SOON as the proftrate knight, half fenfclefs, heard 
Rinaldo's words, his wounded head he rear'd 
All bath'd in blood, and reding on the plain 
His better hand his body to fuftain. 
Full on the warrior then his languid look r 

He curn'd, and thus in faltermg accents ipoke. 

Brave knight, to anfwer what thou feek'ft to know. 
My tongue the hidden caufe of all (hall fhow. 
The great Mambrino, who in Afia reigns. 
By love incited, fought the Gallic plains. lo 

He brings a thoufand veflek to the coafl:. 
And, vers'd in fight by land, a numerous hoft. 
To win fair Clarice whofe beauty's fame 
(Herfclf unfecn) has fet his heart on flame : 

And 
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And niore— he leeks fer vengeance on a knight 15 

(Rinaldo call'd) who late with daring might 

Aflaird his warriors on the foamy fea» 

And let a noble dame^ his captive^ free : 

And next (from which he deeper anguifh drew) 

With ruthlefs hand his three brave brethren flew. 20 

Some days elaps'd, by arms the monarch took 

The neareft harbour, and his ihips forfook ; 

And foon with numbers from his martial force 

Near Paris came with undifcover'd courle, 

And, fuch his chance, arrived where fearlefs ftray'd 25 

The lovely Clarice in flowery Ihade : 

Her thence he bore, to all that durft oppofc 

Difpenfing death ; and now fecure he goes, 

Seis'd of his prize, prepared with fpeed to fly 

From where at hand his anchoring veflfels lie. 30 

But, pafliing here, yon warrior he beheld 

Whofe mien in arms the bravcft chiefs' cxceU'd, 

And bade our force the fingle knight furround. 

And to his fquadron lead the captive bound ; 

But bravely he our fierce aflault fuftain'd, 35 

And foon, too foon, your noble fuccour gained. 

So fpoke die wounded knight, then ftretch'd again 
His feeble members on th' enfanguin'd plain. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe fatal tidings pierc'd Rinaldo*s brcaft. 

He groan*d, with anguifh and with Ihame opprcft ; 4a 

The blood retreating to his panting heart, 

A fuddcn coldnefe feiz'd on every part : 

At once the wonted flrength his nerves foHbok, 

His trembling knees beneath their burden (hook. 

So heave the biIlows> when the placid breeze 45 

With eafy motion curls the liquid feas. 

Now rous*d to dreadful wrath, with afpeft ftern 

Fire flafh'd his eyes, with fire his features burn ; 

And bright in flaming arms he feems to move, 

Refiftlefs as the forky bolt of Jove. ^9 

Florindo's aid he claims, and inftant hides 

The goring rowel in Bayardo's fides. 

And thunders tow'rds the port— not fwiftcr flies. 

Or fwims, or runs, on earth, through fea or fkies. 

The ftag, the dolphin, or the Parthian reed, 55 

Than now the warriors urg'd their eager Ipeed. 

A length of way already pail they view'd. 

From where they firft th' impatient chace purfii'd : 

But flow to them, fo warm'd each generous mind, 59 

Their fteeds had feem'd, though fleeter than the wind. 

Thou would'ft have thought, to view the noble pair 

Now high, now low, they hung half pois'd in air : 

The 
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The fiery courfers fmoke, and fnorting feel 

The frequent ftrokes of each impatient heel. 

Sweat flows in torrents, foam the bit befmears, 65 

And grey with duft each rattling hoof appears. 

Nor cr^ nor thorny brake, nor rifing fteep 

Of mountain huge, nor fofle, though large and deep^ 

Could check their pace : at length with headlong force 

A croffing flood oppos'd their further courfe ; 70 

A flood that late, with unrefifted fway. 

Had fwept its bridge and firm fupports away. 

What can the lover now ? amidft the wave 

To plunge inienfate were, alas ! to brave 

A certain death ; yet rather than retreat 75 

(If nought avail'd) he dares that death to meet: 

Now here, now there he gazes round, revolves 

A thoufand thoughts, and nothing yet refolves s 

Till with a warrior down the rapid tide 

He fees from far a fpacious veflTel glide. 80 

And, now approach'd, Rinaldo him implores 

To grant a paflage to the further fliores : 

By mien and arms he deems this knight the fame 

That freed him from the vale of grief and ftiame. 

But he, as if unheeding, ftiU purfues 85 

His deftin'd way ; when fearing now to lofe 

All 
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All hopes of fwift purfuit, Rinaldo prays 

The knight once more, and every art eflays 

With proffers large ; at length on him his eyes 

The ftranger turns, and courteous thus replies. 90 

If thou, O warrior 1 feek'ft with me to guide 

This fated vefiel down the furgy tide. 

With what I a(k difdain not to comply. 

And this confirm by every (blemn tye. 

All, all I vow^the knight impatient faid» 95 

O ! waft us o'er, and grant thy friendly aid 1 

Thus he, when ftrait to land the veflel fleers. 

And fafe on board receives the warlike peers. 

And now the fbanger with an eamefl look 

On good Rinaldo turn'd, while thus he ipoke. 100 

Hear, generous knight, this only boon I claim^ 
To fhare with thee the danger and the fame 
Thy fearlefs breafl revolves — and nobler arms. 
Kept for thy fake, of flrongly tempered charms, 
Difpos'd on yonder beech from me receive, 105 

And, in their ftead, thy mail and cuirafs leave. 

The Paladin then rais'd his wondering eye. 
And faw where hung the radiant arms on high. 
Of green and gold, from which in ruddy beams. 
Like kindled fire, the trembling luftre ftreams. no 

Rinaldo 
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Rinaldo thefe for ftrength and make admiryj^ 

And fuch as well th* adventurous day required. 

Then to the ftranger grateful thanks he paid. 

And with the gift his manly limbs array'd. 

He on Florindo next a ftced beftow'd, 115 

His feet of fable hue, and fable flow'd 

His mane and tail ; his ildn as lilver fair, 

Diverfify*d with fpots of fable hair : 

He (horts,'and prompt to obey his rider's mind. 

With reftlefs feet invites the rival wind ; 1 20 

While good Florindo, fweeping o'er the plain. 

Now plies the fpur, and now direfts the rein. 

Alike his partners urge each fiery ftced. 

Alike purfue the chace with eager fpeed. 

Nor when the world was wrapt in dreary flude, 125 

Or day again its welcome beams difplay'd. 

They gave to mind or body needful reft : • 

All three the live- long night their couriers prefi'd. 

While from furrounding clouds emerging bright. 

The friendly moon reveaFd her gratefiil light. 1 30 

At length one morn as Sol his courfe renew'd. 

Not diftant far the hoftile band they view'd : 

Rinaldo faw, and feen, his rage increas'd ; 

He Ipurr'd with double warmth his generous beaft : 

2 Far, 
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Far, far beyond each following knight he flewi 135 
And round him loon beheld the Pagan crew. 
There on a palfrejr rode die trembling maid, 
Wbofe looks the terrors of her Ibul betrayed : 
Pity and wrath at once his breaft inipir'd; 
But moft to ^athj by fudden impuUe fir'd, 140 

Dreadful he ftorm'd, while fliot from either eye 
The flamy darts of indignadon fly I 
Amidft the throng with refted fyezt he ran. 
And now the deathflil Iport of Mars began* 
Unhappy he, who firft in evil hour 14I 

Would rafhly cope widi young Rinaldo*s power. - 

Rehearfej O Mufe ! wlult chie& of warlike fame 
(His bold defenders) with Mambrino came ; 
Of whom the Paladin a numerous train 
Difpatch'd to Pluto m his dark domain: 150 

Declare what arms were by the Pagans worn. 
And what devices on their targets borne : 
For thefe no longer envious time reveals. 
But every name and every deed conceals. 

The mighty king appeared with ^ant pride, 15^ 
His arms enchanted in vermilion dy'd : 
Around his brows the imperial crown he wore^ 
And on his (hield a wounded lion bore 5 

That 
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That thus in myftic letters feem'd to fay. 
The hand I know, and shall the wound r£pav« 
As the red comet from its blazing hair i6l 

Shoots noxious lightnings through the troubled air^ 
And, rifing, menaces th' affrighted earth 
With dire difeafes, burning heat, and dearth : 
The warrior thus forebodes impending harms 165 
With horrid fplendor from his blazing arms. 
Olantes, on his right, a powerful name, 
The fecond brother to Francardo, came j 
Of giant bulk and flxength, but to behold 
Of comely afpeft, graced widi locks of gold : 170 
And on his fhield the mighty chief he wore. 
That once the ponderous globe for Adas bore. 
See proud Alcafter on his better hand. 
Bom where the Nile impregnates Egypt's land ; 
At whofe ill-omen'd birth each planet Ihin'd, 175 
N That warps from virtue's lore the human mind : 
A peafant his device, whofe ruftic toil 
With ploughs and harrows breaks the crumbling foil. 
His friend Olpeftro next a buckler rais'd, 
Whofe field a nymph and fylvan god embla2'd. 180 
Aflyria's lord was there, Altores fage, 

In ^Quncil ripe, though immature in age. 

With 
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With lightning ftruck upqn his taigc was fccn 
A filing cafUe in a field of green.^ 
Cilicia's monarch fhows a flowery bed, 185 

^ Where by the difk lies Hyacinthus dead. 
A6beon next, than whole no lovelier face 
Nor lovelier form was found in human race. 
Had not the fteel, for cruel uiage &am'd. 
Lope ihort his foot and left his beauty maim'd. 190 
The (lately bird of Juno grac'd his fhield. 
That feem'd half penfive at his foot reveal'd. 
This motto quaint he bore, by which was fhown. 
His hidden caufe of grief— ** in this alone." 
Wife Orimenes then, whofe fearching eye 195 

Could pierce ^hc veil where Nature's fecrets lie. 
He read the (pheres, each planetary law. 
Their motions ftudied, their cffcfts forefaw ; 
Thunder and rain, and every wind that blows, , 
When ftorms arifc, or when the waves repoie. soo 
His death he long prefag'd, and now revealed 
The fated moment on his piftur'd Ihield. 
Then Lydia's king, whofe arms a laurel fhow'd^ 
That k)w on earth its leafy honours fbow'd : 
His brother, painted oa his target, bore 205 

Unthinking Dansie, with hej golden Ihowcr. 

X A ihield 
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A Ihicld of red Oldaurus huge cmbrae'd. 

With filver rim, but no devices trac'd : 

Then Odrimartes came, not kept in awe 

By earth or heaven — his will his only law : 210 

His heart that every impious guilt comprised. 

Alike the true and fable gods deipis'd ; 

And on his ftiield was fiery Mars difplay'd 

Beneath his trampling feet in fetters laid. 

Hiin Corin, Pyrrhus, Ajax proudly join'd, 215 

A golden torch in every buckler (hin'd. 

Three naked goddefles Almeno grace. 

Who haughty rul'd the Cappadocian race. 

Nor thou, O Floridor, wert far removed. 

Though oft thy new efpousM, thy beft beIov*d, aao 

Us'd every power of prayers and tears to make 

Thy foul with her the fweets of peace partake* 

By thee forfaken now flie wears away 

Long tedious nights, and waftes in fighs the day. 

Depifted on his verdant fbield appear 'd a 25 

The flower * by tears of lovely Venus rear'^^ 

With thefe Almetus, Odrifmontes rode, 

Whofe bucklers Cynthia and A6beon IhowM ^ 

Both brethren, both to fighting fields inur'd. 

And both alike in gilded arms fecur'd. 230 

• Adonis. 

The 
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The Parthian monarchy fierce Coribntes there. . 
Gives for device, with flowery bloflbms fair. 
Three thorny trees: proud Akin prels'd the plain, 
Whofe targe was decked with Vefta's facred fane. 
High on a fteed, more white than falling fnQWs^ 23^ 
In armour white the brave Filarco goes : 

■ 

Nor (pear nor, fword he bears his foes to fiicc. 

But fearleis bends the bow, and wields the mace : 

His fhield a nian depreft with years and cares, 

Whofe reverend face time's deepeft.furrows bears. 240 

Nifus, Alcafhis, and Orion came, 

Brufus, Thaununees, chiefs of equal fame ; 

Five brethren thefe ; and every buckler (how'd 

Atlas whofe fhpulders bore the ethereal load. 

The giant, ftern Lurcono, gralp'd a fhield 245 

Where heaven with ftars emblaz'd an azure field. 

See ! Aridaman, Caria's king, difclofe, 

Fair on a verdant ftem, an opening rofc. 

Aldrifo*s targe Aurora gives to view. 

Who fcatters flowers and Iheds her pearly dew. 250 

The field emblazoned by Damafcus* lord, 

Gives young Adonis by the favage gor*d. 

Olindo then and Floramano's name; 

At the fame birth thefe brother warriors came, 

a 

Their fpeech, their valour, and their looks the fames 

X 2 A mead 
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A mead they bore with flowers of vary'd dyes, 256 

Where doz'd with fumes of wine Silenus lies. 

Alartus fad, pofleft of Antioch's reign, 

Difplays a ftatcly cyprefs cleft in twain j 

Thefe words, in wreaths, the myflic meaning Ihow, 

My HOPE IS WITHERED, KEVER MORE TO GROW. 20 I 

Midft thefe, and many a warrior ftill untold. 
That thronging deep their mighty king enfold, 
Rinaldo now, with generous fury preft, 
Bayardo fpurs, and bears his lance in reft. 165 

Fly, Odrifmartcs ! fly the fanguine ftrife. 
Or this dire day muft clofe thy threatened life : 
Thee, whom thy boafting friends would proudly .raife 
O'er every God, a fingle warrior flays. 
Then from his bloody front the viftor drew 270 

His fmoking Ipear^ and on Lurcono flew ; 
Deep in his cheek imprefs'd a deadly wound,. 
And gufliing purple ftain'd his armS' around. 
Where Styx and Acheron tremendous roll. 
Where rigid Minos dooms each guilty foul, 17 j 

The haughty Ipirit fled, and fled rcpreft 
The zeal kte warm in many a martial breaft. 
The knight pafs'd on> and proftrate on the plain 
Deipoil'd of honour left the warriors flain. 

Two 
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. . rcthren next he found, whofc kindred make 
' ^ T parent oft had bred miftake, ^8 1 

'/ 4 fweet ! behold in batde made 
liftinftion by Rinaldo's blade I 
,. .h Floridano's arm the fteel he guides, 
■ ^ the midfl: Olihdo's front divides, 285 

Rinaldo now Aldrifo came, 
>ws in fijry bent, with heart on flame : 
v: iicr dead, he from the lifelefs womb 
.eed by fteel, and now (myfterious doom) 
. fteel which, when a babe, his life fecur'd, 290 
Its fhort his days, to nrunly ftate matur'd i 
,or force, nor Ikill availed, nor Delos' God, 
To whom his fu^ the fated infant vow'd. 
Five brethren next the knight of life bereav'd 
By five dire wounds, their former hopes deceived 295 
By fortune, friendly once — with equal" mind 
Informed when living, nor in death disjoined ; 
Since Pluto thefe together now detains, 
Where gros^n the proud with his infli<fVed pains. 

While, like fome fwain, that o'er the verdant fields. 
The crooked fcythe in fpacioqs circuit wields, ^oi 
Rinaldo whirl'd his angry falchion round, 
And midft his foes a bloody haryeft found j 

X 3 m 



310 R I N A L D O. Book XII. 

His brave compeers a different part affail. 

And, fierce in arms, with rival force prevail j 305 

Like two gaunt tigers that with famifli*d rage 

On herds of bulU their thirft of blood affuagc : 

This knew the valiant warriors to their coft, 

Whofe figured fhields the gplden torch embofs'd 

One, ftretch'd on earth, a headlefs carcafe lay, 310 

For ever loft the cheerful beams of day ! 

Pierc'd through his heart the fecond fpeechlefs fell. 

Yet death could fcarcely fix>m his thoughts expel 

His native foil, and lefs his dearer bride 

Left to Lucina's pains, till then untry 'd. j 1 5 

The third remained j when now the Roman knight * 

With brandilh'd falchion dreadful rulh'd to fight. 

Ah wretch ! what vigour, or what (kill avails 

Againft that force which ne*er in combat fails ! 

Already Death his ruthlefs hand extends, 320 

Already now the work of Nature rends : 

The fpirit, freed fi"om every mortal care. 

Like duft or fmoke is mix'd with common air. 

A6faeon who beheld the dreadfiil ftroke 

In chill amazement, with a furious look 325 

On good Florindo urg'd his fiery fteed, 

Refolv'd that death fhould pay the fatal deed: 

♦ Florindo. 
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He firft the knight with infult vain <icfy*d : 

Hope not to part unqucftion'd hence (he cry'd) 

But learn what punifhment to thee we owe, 339 

What righteous vengeance to the dead below. 

Here on thefe plains flialt thou negle(5i:ed lie. 

No parents near to meet thy fwimming eye ; 

Nor they, who long ere this in death repofe. 

With pious hands thy heavy lids ihall clofej 22S 

While beat by ftorms, thy members herfe decay. 

To ravenous wolves and hungry dogs a prey. 

He faid ; then fpurr'd his fteed, the weapon came 
Againft Florindo's fhield with fearful aim : 
Through plated fhield the cruel weapon prefs'd, 340 
His corfelet pierc'd, and reach'd the tender brcaft. 
Lelius *, who faw the vital moifture fhed. 
And all his ihining armour ftain'd with red. 
Inflamed with anger rais'd his arrn on high, 
And at the helmet lerliis falchion fly : 345 

Sheer through the fkuU the edge a pafiage found. 
The dying warrior tumbled to the ground. 
And with his ftreaming blood life iffu'd thro' the wound, 

Meantime by Amon's fon j- the Pagan crew 
Or flain or routed mighty numbers view : 350 

While he, fecure, each weapon's force receives. 
Nor point nor ecjge his armour rends or cleaves : 

• FlORINDO, t RiNALDO. 

X 4 Yet, 
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Yet, though unwoundod, not exempt from pain. 
His fmarting limbs unnumbcr'd ftrokcs fuftain : 
But fearlcfs ftill, unconqucr'd might he (hows, 355 
Now guards himfelf, and now affails the foes. 

Mambrino, prefent, with a ftern furycy 
Beheld, but fcom'd to mingle in the fray. 
Apart he ftay'd, the furious battle vicw'd. 
Yet ftill fupprefs*d his impious thirft of blood : 360 
At length advancing, with a dreadful look. 
And threatening eye, he thus his knights befpoke. 

Let each retire — to me the field refign : 
The talk of great revenge be only mine. 
This fingle arm his folly fhall chaftife j6^ 

Who thus to certain death impatient flies. 
But youj^e wretched tribe ! degenerate train ! 
Whom I — but how my anger I reftrain. 
Or rather hafte where moft refentment needs— 
Stand all apart and mark Mambrino's deeds. 370 

Haughty he fpoke, and at his ftern commands 
On every fide retreat th' obedient bands. 
n.n ample Ipacc is left, his fpeech, his eyes 
He on Rinaldo turns, and proudly cries. 

O \ would that Charles with thee in arms were found. 
And, join'd with Charles, his Paladins renown'd^ 376 

With 
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With all the fons of Italy and France, 

To prove the fury of my vengeful lance. 

But yet thy friends, without a power to aid. 

Shall witnels to thy fate, when proflrate laid. 380 

Here fhalt thou dying fee me rend away 

Thy ^lendid arms, the xi^or's glorious prey. 

Rinaldo then— If, fo decreed on high, 
Thy boaft fucceeds, at leaft I'll bravely die : 
Or, willed by Jove, Ihould'ft thou in fight be flam> 

V 

Thy conquered trophies fhall with me remain. 386 

While thus he Ipoke, the furious king in reft 
His mafTy weapon plac'd, his courier prels'd 
With armed heel, and at the helmet bent 
His pointed lance, but mifs'd his fierce intent : 390 
With winged fpeed afide Bayardo flew. 
And, as he pafs'd, Rinaldo cleft in two 
Mambrino's fpear, then fb*uck with eager might 
Full on the vizor of the Pagan knight. 
The double pafTage of the breath and fight. ^95 
The helmet, forg'd where buried deep is laid 
Enceladus, withftood the trenchant blade : 
Yet with the ftroke the furious Pagan bow'd 
His head, and cry'd for rage and pain aloud. 
Not fo the maddening bull indignant raves i 409 

Nor groans the fea when winds excite its waves ; 

Nor 
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Nor roars the lion with a mortal wound ; 
Nor heaven re-echoes with the thunder's found, 
Scar'd at the noife, all nature flirinks difmay'd. 
The feather'd race and tenants of the fhade; 405 

Thefe to their favage caves in numbers fly> 
And backward thoie their trembling pinions ply. 
Fierce for revenge, the king his falchion dealt 
In flaming circles ; air the fury felt. 
And loudly hiding to each ilroke reply'd, 410 

As when the bolts of Jove the clouds divide ; 
Whene'er his arm a downward aim would take. 
Earth fcem'd around with fudden fear to fhakcj 
As when oft-tinies, confin'd in narrow roOm, 
Fierce winds and vapours rend her tortur*d womb. 
The cautious Paladin, who faw the foe 416 

With rage increas'd at every fruftrate blow. 
As one in fuch a field of combat try'd, 
Watch'd every turn, and each advantage ey'd -, 
While fafe defended from impending harms, 400 

He fought collected in impaffive arms ; 
And met, or warded, with his Ihield or fword. 
The weapon aim'd by Afia*s potent lord ♦. 
Sometimes afide he makes his courfer fly 
To elude the hoftile Mars *; now low, now high 425 

^ Mambrino. 

He 
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He (Irikes, and while the vantage oft he gains 
To reach the foe, himfelf unhurt remains. 
As when on Afric's fands, with dreadful rage. 
The lion and the elephant engage, 

« 

The lordly favage, faring, circles round 430 

Th' unwieldy bulk, and wary fhifts his ground : 
So look'd Mambrino and Albano's knight. 
So pair'd they feem'd in this trenicndous fight 
At length one ftroke, amidft a thoufand fped 
Prom ftern Mambrino, rcach'd Rinaldo's head : 43^ 
While ht his courfer fpurr'd, his front confefs'd 
The thundering weight, like that which once oppreis'd 
TyphcBus huge — as finks the world in night, 
A fuddcn darknefs hover'd o*er his fight ; 
But foon his eyes the beams of day reviewed, 440 
As foon his limbs their wonted ftrength renew'd j 
Again hk courage glow'd, while generous fhamc 
And brave refcntment rous'd the noble flame. 
He faw fair Clarice's refplendent eye 
With mifts obfcur'd, h^ faw the rofcs die; 445 

Then, thirfting for revenge, his fword impell'd. 
And though die plated mail its texture held 
Againft the ftroke, the ftxoke's inflifted pain 
Pierc'd to the Pagan!s bone, and thrill'd in every vein." 
§ WitU 
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With double anguiih Clarice oppr^ft, 450 

Beholds her knight^ die partner of her breaft : 
His death for ever in her thought appears. 
Her own difhonour for hcrfelf Ihe fears. 
Now o'er her cheeks a livid pale is Ipread, 
And fuddcn now they flufli with deepening redj 455 
So when die fpring exerts a doubtful fway, 
Sunfhinc or gloom revives or clouds the day. 

Meantime the warriors, front to front engag'd. 
With rival force the dreadful combat wag'd. 
Their brandifh'd falchions feem'd the fiery bbze, 460 
That midft the fkies in volly*d thunder plays. 
As now they thruft, now whirl'd their weapons rounds 
The tortur'd air returned a vary'd found. 
With thoufand blows their batter'd vizors rung, 
With thoufand blows their hollow temples lung. 465 
Lcfs frequent fall the drops, when Juno pours 
From watery clouds the congregated Ihowers, 
Thick and more thick the plate and mail they ply„ 
That fiafh in burning (parks againft the fky : 
The fteel had entered, but the Ipelful charms 470 
On either fide fecur'd the warriors* arms. 
I>o ! fierce Mambrino, lightning in his look, 
IjLais'd in his ftirrtip, aim'd a downward ftroke 

With 
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i 

With every nerve ; nor flept the Chriftian knight, 

Wlio watch'd th' impending fteel with iharpen*d fight: 

He heard the hils, fwift turn'd his courfer's rein, 476 

And made the Pagan's impious fury vain. 

Its force in empty air the weapon Ipent : 

Balk'd of his aim the ftem Mambrino bent 

His ponderous bulk againft the faddle-bow, 489 

And on a ftone difcharg'd the uleleis blow. 

Him, with his weight o'erbome, Rinaldo view'd, 

And, whirling round his eager fword, purfu'd 

Th* advantage given, till now the Pagan knight 

Seem*d loft to fenfe, and all his wonted might. 485 

Thus aims a Ilurdy fwain, with frequent ftroke 

Of pondarons axe to fell the ftubborn oak. 

At length he cry'd -, in vain with fteel I try 

To cleave thofc arms that edge of fteel defy. 

One way remains — while ftrength and fenfe are fled, 

Firft loofe the helm, then lop the impious head. 491 

Thus he ; nor had his purpofe prov'd in vain. 

That hour had feen the haughty giant flain, 

But lo ! he faw the numerous band advance 

To avenge their fovereign lord's difaftrous chance : 

When better thoughts revolving in his breaft, 496 

jynaldo now his eager wrath fupprefs'd^ 

For 
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For while liis deeds to nobleft fame aipire. 
Even tlicn his prudence tempers valour's fire* 

To Clarice he turn'd, whole tender look 500 

The fecret feeling of her bofom fpoke : 
When firft Rinaldo met her nearer view. 
Him by his voice and gallant fteed fhe knew. 
Then on Bayardo's feat the lovely maid. 
Behind he plac'd, and gendy thus he faid. 505 

Queen of my choice^ and goddefs of my vows ! 
From him receive that fucccur heaven allows; 
• From him, that ever thy defence (hall claim. 
And dearer than his life eftecm fhy fame. 

So fpoke the knight, in thought refolv'd to bear 
Thence to fbme fafc retreat th* affrighted fair : 51 1 
But now, with fierce affault, againft him flies 
The hofttlc band, as round a vefTel rile 
The flormy waves : at this amidft the foes 
The ftranger- knight a powerful liquid throws, 515 
And mutters, while the fpell is fcatter'd round, 
Low murmuring words in undiflinguifh'd found. 
Shall I proceed or paufc?— lo ! thofe who late 
Affaird the Paladin with vengeful hate, 
Againft each other now with fury burned, 5 20 

And each on each their maddening weapons turn*d ; 

While 
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While (pafling all belief) Rinaldo view'd 
In civil broil the earth with gore bedew*d. 
And now> fuch ftrange efFefts by magic wrought, 
Rccall'd his kinfman to his fecrct thought ; 525 

Intently then he mark'd the ftranger-chiefi 
And all he faw confirmed his firft belief: 
Then pondering with himfelf, he mildly fues 
This powerful friend the wondrous Ipell to loofe; 
For great their blame, if thus in difcord flain, ^30 
Such noble knights' fhould prefs th' inglorious plain. 
The boon thou a(k*ft, receive — he courteous faid. 
And check'd his reins — the willing deed obey'd. 
Thrice to the regions of Aurora*s light. 
Thrice to the weftern (kies he turns his fight; 535 
As oft to heaven above, and hell beneath. 
His hallow'd lips in murnTuring accents breathe ; 
And thrice he fcatter'd potent herbs that grew 
In cavernM dells remote from mortal view. 
At once the Saracens abftain from ftrife, 540 

In which was friend by friend deprived of life : 
Each knows his error now, in deep furprife, 
And each with fury on Rinaldo flics ; 
When (ftrange to tell) portentous they furvey 
A'tnagic fire that burft acrofs their way : 545 

A fire 



O 
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A fire like that which once Scamandcr bufn'd. 
And Ilion*s ftatcly towers to afhes tum'd* 

No ftar that ihines by Sol's meridian beams^ 

Or fhoots through dulky night in fanguinc ftreams j 

Nor heaven that brings at once three funs to view. 

Nor felling dews when chang'd to bloody hue ^ 551 

Nor that bright orb eclips'd, whofe light reveal'd 

Reftores the coloured tints by night concealed j 

Such wonder raife, as now the dreadful fight 

Of this enchantment rais*d in every knight. 555 

Here ftorm the Pagans, eager to engage. 

And threat the noble youth with fiuitlels rage ; 

While he, on foot, would tempt the direful flame^ 

The Saracen's o'erbearing pride to tame ; 

But him the ftranger by the hand reflrains, 5 So 

And from forbidden paths of fate detains : 

He warns him that the flame's confuming power 

Would veft and linibs and plated mail devour i 

And bids the warrior hope in bloody field 

Ere long his weapons uncontroU'd to wield; 565 

Then fair entreats him and his noble friend 

An4 courdy dame with him their courfe to bend» 

And by their prefence grace his near abode. 

That from a verdant hill its gratefiil afpeft lhow*d. 

Rinaldo 



fiooKXlL R f hf A L D O. sai 

Rinaldo yields, when parting, fide by fide 570 
The magic warrior and Florindo ride. 
And leave, to converfe freej the feithful pairj 
The noble Paladin and gentle fair* 
And now the baron * to the liftening maid 
His loyal heart and conftant dame di(play*d; 5^5 
And foon with love's perfuafive words removed 
The fears that late her tender bofom prov'd* 

Remote through rocky paths their journey lay^ 
But pleafing love beguil'd and fmoothM the way. 
At length a light they view'd, like Phoebus* beam 580 
That gilds the world fi*om Ganges' ancient ftrcam: 
And now reveal'd, the ftately palace blaz'd. 
That feem'd by more than mortal arrift raised 1 
The ftrufture fquare, of eaftern jafpers framed. 
That, ftiap'd with various art, refulgent flam'd. ^9^ 
Beneath this roof, with regal fplendor crown*d. 
The knights and dame a princely welcome found : 
When every care the Roman knight f receiv'd. 
His wounds were tended and his hurts relieved : 
The fplendid banquet fuch as once was feen ^^^ 

To fam'd LucuUus given by Egypt's % queen. 
No more conceal'd, the courteous hoft confefs'd 
His name and race to every honour'd gueft ; 

• Rinaldo. t Florindo. % Cleopatra. 

Y And 
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And now in him they Malagigi found. 

The fagc for arts of myftic lore renown'd 595 

With fuch a fenfe as Ipecch could ne'er impart^ 

Rinaldo clafp'd his kinfman to his heart : 

With filent joy how every feature glow'd ! 

How down his cheek the tear of friendfliip flow'd ! 

Nor lefs was Malagigi's love dcfcry'di 600' 

For long, ah ! long their kindred Ibuls ally'd 

By facred ties, no fortune could divide. 

Now with her lover * Malagigi took 
Fair Clarice apatt, and mild belpoke : 
But when the fage, with reafon's piercing ray, 6o§ 
Jizd chas'd each ihade of lingering doubt away, 
"With every care that anxious lovers know. 
So long to both the cruel fource of wo. 
His friendly lips, all forrow to difmifs. 
Thus rais'd their hopes of near approaching blifi. 6ia 

Moft juftly merits he the name of wife 
Whofe eye th' events of diftant time dcfcries 1 
Who can the prefent with the paft furvey. 
And haply judge from thefe the future day : 
To him her profperous lock when Fortune gives, 615 
His ready hand the profFer'd boon receives j 
His choice, from error free, he ever takes 
The better part, and ftill the worfe forfakes* 

♦ Rinaldo. 

Thca 
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Then thus I Ipeafe — and oh 1 ye lovers, hear 

The voice of fricndfliip widi a willing ear. 629 

Lo ! now die hour (my warning words attend) 

That all your fufFerings, all your griefe muft end. 

Ah ! think what further trials each may feel, 

Refleft on giddy Fortune's changing wheel -, 

The wars, the daughters Gallia ftill muft know, 625 

For which her tears fhall ccafc not yet to flow : 

And though her arms at length viftorious prove. 

Yet ftrife and tumult ill accord with love ; 

When rage and hatred every hour employ. 

The luft of death, the viftor's favage joy j 6^^ 

Whatever muft banilh from the human breaft 

Thofe gende thoughts where Love alone can reft. 

But now, fincc time invites, your plighted hands 

Together join in facred nuptial bands ; 

Nor pauic to think your parents, hence remov'd, 6 jr 

Have ne'er the vows of mutual faith approved : 

Vain fcruples thefe ! and only raised to bind 

The feeble paflions of a vulgar mind ! 

That Power, who all creation's want fupplies. 

Who form'd the elements and Ipangled (kics, 640 

£xa£ts but this, that in the nuptial life 

One will ihould fway the huft)and and the wife. 

y 2 The 
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The faithful lovers, by his words imprcft. 
And urg'd by ^arm defires in cither breaft^ 
In public celebrate the nuptial tye, 645 

While love and chaftity their hearts ally. 
Jove fmiling views, and thundering to the right. 
From purple clouds emits a golden light. 
Now Cynthia comes, with filvcr luftre crown*d. 
And fheds like pearl her dewy vapours round 5 650 
While Night defcends, in lighter robes arrayed. 
Without her wonted glooms of dreary Ihade ; 
And Hymen, join'd with every fportive Love, 
Drops flowery wreaths and odours from above : 
Celeftial notes are heard, and Venus fair, 655 

Joins with her own bleft hand th' illuftrious pair. 

And now, fincc Heaven confirms your mutual vows. 
Ye happy pair! enjoy what Heaven allows; 
Enjoy the good, which love like yours infpires. 
The hallowed tranfports J6red from pure defires : 660 
You reach the blifs yoiir hopes afpir'd to gain. 
And here my lyre concludes her weary flxain. 

Thus have I fung, in youth's fair opening days, 
Rinaldo's pleafing pains and martial praifey 
While other ftudies flowly I purfu'd, 665 

Ere twice revolv'd ten annual funs I vicw'd i 

3 * Ungrateful 
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« 

Ungrateful ftudies ! wWncc oppreft I groan^ 

A burden to myfelfi and to the world unknown I 

If Heaven fhould leifurc grant for happier lore. 

And nne, indulgent, to myfelf reftorc, 670 

In peaceful fhades fequefter'd to remain, 

A voted bard of Phoebus* tuneful train ; 

Then, facred Lewis ! may I fpread thy name. 

Where'er the fun refplendent darts his flame. 

With all the warmth thy glory can infufe, 675 

Or waken to the theme fome nobler Mufe, 

Thou, earliefl fruit of my creative powers. 
Dear produce of a few Ihort fhidious hours. 
Thou, flender volume ! child of fancy, born 
Where Brenta's waves the funny meads adorn ; 680 
To thee may friendly flars protedlion give. 
And grant thee life when I Ihall ceafe to live ; 
And may'fl: thou, rank'd with learning's favourites, know 
Thofe honours which the learn'd alone beftow. 
Ere him thou feeft, whole name, the boaft of years. 
Dwells in my heart, and in thy front appears, 686 
Whofe honour'd name with thee vouchfafcs to reft, 
(Top poor a manfion for fo great a gucft !) 
Go firft to him, from whom my birth I drew, 
(Whatever my gifts, to him thofe gifts are due) 690 

Y 3 He, 
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Hc^ with a glance^ that Nature's depth explores. 

And fearches all Creation's hidden ftores. 

Surveys thy faults that undifcover'd lye 

To the (hort vifipn of this feeble eye i 

And with that handj which to the meafur'd clofe 695 

Of fabling verfe, can join the truth of profe. 

Shall add thoie charms that grace the poet's rhymes^ 

And fend thy fame to far-fuc? ceding times, 
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A. 

jnLBAfZ qaeen^ founds the 
palace of Coortefy, vii. j^8. 

Aldat iifter to Olivero, a lady of 
the court of Galarena, in the 
chariot with the emprefs^ iv, 

■ ■ her pi£kttre on a fliield won 
by RinaldOy x. 519. 

excites the jealoufy of Gla- 
nce, xi. I. Is chofen by Ri* 
naldo for his partner in the 
dance» 161. 

Alqmfi^ a famous enchanter, ac- 
count of his enchanting the 
horfe Bayardo, formerly be- 
longing to Amadis de Gaul, 
i. 281. 

Amadit dt Gaul, account of that 
knight, his conqueft of Bay- 
ardo, i. 281. 

AnaiTQf a magician, builds the 
palace of Beauty, and places 
there the pidures of all virgins 
celebrated for beauty, iii. 248. 

An/elmo, of Maeanza, quarrels 
with Rinaldo ?or Alda's hand 
at the dance, xi. 174. Is killed 
by Rinaldo, 200. 

Arden, foreft of, Rinaldo's ad- 
ventures there, i. 211 to the 
end. 

ii. I tbrougbeut. 
-*. the Pagan and Chrif- 



tian forces ftationed there« t. 

39- 

A/pramontp vi. 47. 

Atlas, a giant, a great champion 
of the Paeans, iii. 183* 

■ oppoies Rinaldo, who with 

Florindo unknown had chal- 
lenged all the knights of both 
armies, vi. 195. Their £ght; 
is killed by him, 269. 

Auriftella, a queen iQ Arabia, 
delivered by Rinaldo and Flo- 
rindo from captivity, viii. 
319. 

B. 

Baek, magnificent one, with a 
train of virgins defcribed, 
iv. 1. 

Bark, enchanted, nade by Alba, 
the queen of Courtefy, for 
the ofe of knights errant, vii* 
6li. . 

I carrier Rinaldo and Flo- 
rindo to atchieve an adven- 
ture, viii. 163. 

BATTi.B,feeCoM BAT, Jousts. 

Bayardo, a famous horfe, for- 
merly the property of Amadis 
de Gaul, account of hit en- 
chantment by Alquife, i. 229. 
Rinaldo inftru^d how to tame 
him, 274. 

description of him ; it at- 
tempted by Ifolero, who is 
V 4 nearl)r 
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nearly killed by hiro» ii. 212. 
Aflailed by Rinaldo, dreadful 
battle between thcin-^-hc is 
tamed, 269 to 325* 

Bajardot\i\^ lory io the fight be- 
tween Rinaldoand the knight 
of the Syren, iii. 44, 

rendered incapable of pur- 
fuit by Malagigi's fpells, iv, 
377/0 iht ind, 

new trappings furnilhed 
him by the ladies of the 
palace of Courtefy^ viii. 
III. 

loftbyRinaldo.x. 360. Re- 
covered again from a knight, 
452. 

.— r— taken from him by Mala- 
gigi in the valley of Defpatr, 
and returned to him, xi. 388. 

Beauty, palace cf, built by 
Anacro the magician, defcrib* 
iii.236. Entered by Francardo, 
who is enamoured of the pic- 
ture of Clarice, 258. 

C. 

Camp of Charlemain, entered 
by Rinaldo and Florindo, vi. 
34« Difcipline obferved there 
-•-commended, 6^ to 102. 

Challenge given by Florindo, 
in behalf of himfelf and Ri- 
naldo, to all the knights of the 
ChrxlHan and Pagan armies, 
vi. 127. Accepted, 141. 

Chaeiot defcribed, in which 
Galarena,theemprefsofChar- 
lemain, is riding with the la- 
dies of her court, iv. 17. 

CHARioT,cnchanted, comes out 
of the earth to carry oiF Clarice 
from Rinaldo, iv. 389. 

Cbarlimains his forces encamped 
in Afpramont, i. 39. 
— ~ (late of them, iii. 174. 
He hears of the ambaflVdor 
^ot to demand Clarice in 



marriage for Francardo, kln^ 
of Armenia, 311. 

Charkmain^ the fxaft diffipline 
obferved in Sis camp.vi, 63,He 
receives Florindo, and confers 
on him the honour of knight-* 
hood, 103. Acrep ♦» his chal* 
lenge cf all the Chrifti..n and 
Pagan knights, 143. I- fpec- 
tator of the great aftions per- 
formed by him and Rinaldo, 
153. His grief for the death 
o\ Hugo, 298. He incites 
Orlando to revenge him, 300 
Parts the combatants, 473. 
He requefts Rinaldo to difco- 
ver himfelf, which the knight 
declining, he fufFers him to 
depart with Florindo, 481 to 
the end. 

with his court, encamped 
near Paris, receives Rinaldo^ 
who makes himfelf koown to 
him, X. 5 39 1603 to the end, ■ 
removes to Paris, xi. 55, 
With his queen makes an en- 
tertainment for the lords and 
ladies of the court, 130. In- 
cenfed at Rinaldo for Anfel- 
mo's death, banilhes him the 
court, 250. 

Chastity, breach of chaftity 
punifhed at the palace of Cour- 
tefy, vii. 601. 

Clarice, a lady of the court of 
Galarena, hunts in the fo* 
reft of Arden, i. 369. Is feen 
by Rinaldo, and captivates 
him with her beauty, 381. Her 
fpeech to him, 435. She in- 
cites him reengage in combat 
with herkoight5,489; Admires 
his valour, and is conduced by 
him to her caille, 568, 603 /f 
tbi endn 

her love and foliloquy af>« 
ter his departure, ii, 54. 
her pidure in 'the palace 

of 
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. of Beauty fcen by Fran- 
cardo, iii. 281. She is de- 
manded in m«irr]flge for Fran- 
cardo of her brother Ivo^ 311 
/• 370, 

Clariii accompanies the einprefs 
Galarena in her chnriot, iv. 
15. Met -by RInaldo, who 
attacks the knights that guard 
the chariot, 63. Is carried off 
by him, 294* Taken from him 
afterwards by a magician, and 
carried away in a wonderful 
chariot, 356 to the end. 

is puriued in vain by Ri- 
naldo, V. I* 

-^ her image placed on a 
pillar in the pavilion of Fran- 
cardo, and divine honours paid 
to it, viii. 344. Conteft iox ic 
between Riaaldo and Fran- 
cardo, 374. Carried off by 
Rioaldo, 543. 

Ihe appears in a dream to 
Rinaldo, and warns him to 
leave the queen of Media, ix* 
620. 

offended with Rinaldo for 
his encounter with Gryphon, 
and jealoos of him for the 
figure of a lady on his fiiield, 
xi. !• Her complaints. Is 
jealoas of Alda at the dance, 
9, 280, 

— — is carried off by Mam- 
brino,xif. 25-*-i'37. Delivered 
by Rinaldo with the afliftance 
of Malagigi and Florindo, 
50a She accompanies them 
to the Cftftle of Malagigi, 570. 
Her marriage with Rinaldo, 
643. 

Clarinia^ princefs of Affyria, 
beloved by Francardo, king 
of Armenia, iii. 204. 

Qlytia^ her ^oi^t beloved by the 
knight of the Tomb, vii. 195. 
Her jealoafy and death, 209. 



Combat of Rinaldo atid the 
knights of Clarice, i. 510 lia 
6o2. 
— — * of Rinaldo and Ifolero^ i^ 
io6. 

of Ifolero and RanfiMi^ 
ti« 379 t9 tbi tnd^ 

of Rinaldo and the kaigkt 
of the Syren, iiu t • 

of Rinaldo and i(blci«^ 
with the knights atteoAa^ 
the chariot of Galarena^ iv. 
123 40 265. 

of RiiHildo and Adas, vL 
195 to 274* 

of Orlando and Rinddft 
before the Chriftian and ^ft- 
gan armies, vi. 340 to 4^2. 
-— of Rinaldo and Fioriado 
with the crew of Mambriflo^s 
veffcl, viii. 196 to 264. 

of Rinaldo and Floriado 
with Francardo, Clarilio aod 
the knights of the PavilioB^ 
viii, 408 to the end* 

of Rinaldo with the knight 



^ho had pofTcffion of his horfr^ 
fword, and image, x, 476. 

of RtDaldo and Floriado 
with a band of Mambriao's 
knights, xi. 472 to 570, 

of Rinal4oj Florindo, aad 
Malagigi, with all the knights 
of Mambrino who had cafried 
off Clarice, xii. 262 to 356. 

between Rinaldo aad 
Mambrino, xii. 387 to 485. 
Courtesy, palace of, de* 

fcribed, vii. 485. 
Qourttfy^ her piAure, vii. 497. 

D. 

Damsel id a tomb, her beauty 

preferved after death by the 

power of magic, vii. 133, 3i|. 

Discipline in the Chrilhaa 

camp defcribed, vt. 63. 
Devices oa the ibields of the 

knighu 
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knightt that accompany Mam* 
brino» xil. 155 /0 261. 

E. 

^KCta ANTED WATBRt ItS eficAs 

to caofis grief) drank by the 
knightaoftheTofflb* vii. 103 

Enchavted piuami prevenu 
Manbrino's knights from at- 
tacking Rinaldo while he car- 
ries oS Clarice, xii. 544. 

Englijh knight t found by Rinaldo 
with Ifolero^ ii. 76. AccoftM 
of his fruitlefs attempt, to 
ume Bayardo^ i&o. Paru 
the combat between Rinaldo 
aod Ifolero, i66« Accompa- 
nies them to the cave of Bay. 
ardOj and leaves them, 190. 

EqjJBSTaiAN STATU£S,tWO,of 

Sir Tn'llram and Sir Launce- 
loc, found by Rinaldo and 
Ifolero in a wood. Infcription 
relative to them ; the work 
of Merlin, the Britiih en- 
chanter, iii. 391 to tbt end. 

EurjfdUe, prefides in the palace 
of Courtefy, Welcomes Ri- 
naldo and Florindo to the 
place. Her account of the 
foandrefs, and of the enchant- 
ed bark, vii, 481 to the end. 

M w defcribes the pidures in 
the palace, viii. 23 te loz* 

- Gifts of the ladies of the pa- 
lace to the knightt, 11 1 to 
162. She difmifles them, 163. 

F. 

Father of Hugo, his lamentation 
over the body of his fon, 
heard by Rinaldo and Flo- 
rindo, vii. 9 to 94. 

Fhrianat qaeen of Media, defires 
Rinaldo and Florindo to jouft 
with her knights, ix. 9. Is 

. tnamoared with the perfoa 



aad valour of Rinaldo^ 77. 
Invites the two knights to her 
palace* where they are royally 
entertained, 135 to zzO. Re- 
quefts Rinaldo to relate how 
whcD a yottth he defended bk 
mother's honour, 227. Pro- 
grefs of her paflson for Ri. 
naldoy 420 to 499. Intrufls 
the fccret of her love to her 
narfe Helidonia, 500. Is com* 
forted and encouraged by her, 
524. She ufes every art to 
enfnare Rinaldo, 560. 

FUrsMnm, her grief at his depar- 
ture, X. I. Sends fome of 
her knights to recall him to the 
court. Hears the account given 
of their repulfe and defeat by 
Rinaldo, 27. Her defpair at 
the news. Her complaints. 
She attempts to kill heifelf, 
84. Is prevented by Medra, 
a female magician, and car- 
ried by her in a ilying chariot 
to an iiland called t£e Ide of 
Pleafure, where (he leaves 
her in a ftate of tranquillity, 
172 /« 439. 

Fhrindo, lound by Rinaldo in 
the drefs of a (hepherd, v. 63. 
His complaint, 99. . Relates 
his ilory 10 Rinaldo. His love 
for the princefs Olinda. Wins 
the prize in the games before 
her, 1 6 1 • Dii^ailes himfel f in 
female apparel, and mixes with 
the virgins, 29$. Is difcover- 
ed by the princefs, and baniih- 
ed from her prefeoce, 329. 
Having fini(hed his ftory, he 
perfuades Rinaldo to accom* 
pany him to the cave of Love, 
in order to confult the oracle. 
357. With Rinaldo enters the 
cave through the enchanted 
fire, and hears the oracle, 374. 
Leaves the cavern of Love, and 

arrives 
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arriyes with Rinaldo at the 
- Chriftian camp, vl. i. Sees the 
difcipline obferved in Cbarle- 
main's army, 63. Is intro- 
ducfd unkoowD to the empe- 
ror's prefence, and receives 
from him the rank of koight- 
hood, 103. For himfelf and 
Rinaldo challenges the knights 
of both armies, 127. He un- 
horfes Gryphon, and other 
knights; departs with Rinal- 
do, gay to the end. 

FUrindo with Rinaldo hears the 
lamentation of Hugo over the 
body of his ion, vii. 9. Ar- 
rives with Rinaldo in the 
mournful wood, and fees the 
knightsof the Tomb, 99. That 
adventure finiihed by Rinaldo, 
he departs with him, 379. 
M^ets two damfels belonging 
to the palace of Couttefy, in- 
vited by them to the palace, 
419. Welcomed there by the 
lady who prefided over them ; 
the palace defcribed, ^^85. 
Feafted there ; account of the 
foa n drefs , 5 3 3 /« the end* 

9 hears, with Rinaldo, the 
names and characters of the 
perfoDS reprefentedin the pic- 
tures of the palace, viii. o to 
102. Mantle prefented him 
by the ladies defcribed, 119 ta 
162. Enters the enchanted 
bark with Rinaldo, and comes 
up with a veifel belonging 
to Mambrino, that had juft 
taken another, 163. With 
Rinaldo engages the crew, 
and delivers the captives, 1961 
J>eparts with Rinaldo ; lagds 
and quits the bark, 326. Ar- 
rives at the pavilion of the 
knight); fees the facrifice 
made before the image of Cla- 
rice, 344. He kills Francar* 



do, 429. With Rinaldo &e 
engages all the knights of the 
pavilion ; his valour, 46c. 
Departs in ttiumph with Ri- 
naido, 553/0 the end, 
Fiorindo meets with FIoriana» 
queeo of Media, and with Ri- 
naldo encounters and unhorfet 
her knights, ix.9. Js welcomed 
with Rioaldo to her court, 165. 
Departs with him, 684. 

■ travelling from the coart 
of Media with Rinaldo, is 
overtaken by Fforiana'a 
knights, T. 43. Continue* 
his way ; embarks on a veflel 
with Rinaldo, 240. Is over* 
taken by a terrible fiorm, an) 
parted from Rinaldo, 264 r# 
406. 

^— «— is affiled by Rinaldo, whea 
fighting with a number of 
Pagans, but not known to each 
other, xi. 489 to 572. Dif- 
covered by Rinaldo; joy at 
their meeting, 573. Relatet 
hisprefervation from the (hip- 
wreclc, and the difcovery of 
his birth, ^03 to the end, 

■ hears with Rinaldo of 
Mambrino's carrying off Cla- 
rice, and accompanies him in 
purfuit of the Pagans^ xii. i 
to 132. His valour againil 
the Pagans, 394. Accompa- 
nies Rinaldo, Clarice and 
Malagigi, to the palace of the 
latter, 570. 

Francardo, king of Armenia, 
account of him ; his love for 
Clarinea, iii. 194. Enters by 
force the Temple of Bbau« 
tV, and is enamoured with 
the pifture of Clarice, 236, 
Sends an envoy to Charlt* main 
to demand her in marriage, 
309. 

makes a folemn facrifice 

before 
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before her image ; hit conteft 
with Rinaldoy who enters the 
pavilion, viii. 344. Infults 
and attacks him, 374. Is 
killed by Florindo, 429. 
Fii/!er/a, the fword of Atlas, 
won by Rinaldo, vi. 277. 

G. 

Ga/arena, emprefs of Charle- 
Biain, in a magnificent cha> 
fiot, with the ladies of her 
court, IV. i^ to 74. Is ftopt 
by Rinaldo, and in vain en- 
deavours to prevent his carry- 
ing off Clarice, 123, 294. 
■ with Charlemain and his 
court encamped near Paris, x. 
539. Receives Rinaldo, 627. 
»— — with Charlemain removes 
to Paris, and makes an enter- 
tainment for the lords and la- 
dies of the court, xi. 5c, 133. 
Games, account of, celebrated 
before Olinda, princefs of 
Numantia, by the young men 
•—by the virgins of diftinAion, 
J75 to 252. 
Gano, cf Maganza, an enemy 
to the houfe of Amon, ix. 
287. Advifes Charlemain to 
banifti Rinaldo for killing 
Anfelmo, xi. 256. 
CinamOf of Maganza, rival to 
Amon in the love of Beatrice, 
ix. 251. His envy of Amon, 
and /raud to make him fuf- 
peA the chaftity of his wife, 
287. Is challenged by Ri- 
naldo, Amon's Ton, who kills 
him, and vindicates his mo- 
ther's honour, 378. 
Gryphon, of Maganza, unhorfed 
by Florindo, vi. 527. 
Mi— formerly the lover of Alda, 
afterwards or Clarice, aflerts 
her beauty before the court of 
Charlemain againfl all oppo- 



nents ; enconnteri and is da- 
horfed by Rinaldo, x. 565 /i 
6o2. 

H. 

Helidonia, the norfe of Floriana, 
16 made the confidante of the 
queen's love for Rinaldo, ix. 
500. Her fpeech in anfwer, 

. 539- ^ 

Hill of Hopb, afcended by 
Rinaldo after he had }eft the 
valley of Defpair ; the braaty 
of the place, xi. 415. The 
perfon of Hope defcribed, 

444- 
HMgo, a young ChrifHan warri- 

or, killed by Rinaldo in the 

jouft, vi. 288. Lamented by 

Charlemain, 298. 

■ lamentation of his father 

over his dead body, vii. 9. 

I. 

Idol of Love, account of' it, 
v. 357, The entrance of the 
cave defended by a magical 
flame, 375. Sacrifice made 
there, and the oracle delivered, 
429 to the en J.. 

Imagb of Clarice, divine ho- 
nours paid to it by Francardo 
and other knights, in a pavi« 
lion, viii. 344. Is known bf 
Rinaldo, and occafions a con- 
teft between him and Fran- 
cardo, 366. Taken away br 
Rinaldo, 543. 

awakens in him a fenfe of 
his infidelity to Clarice, ix. 
668. 

is ftolen from Rinaldo bf 
the feaman to whom it «as 
entrofted in the ilorm, 354. 

■ recovered again from a 
knight, whom Rinaldo over- 
comes in battle, 456. 
iNscaiPTiON on a pillar by the 

eque^ua 
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cqtieftritfi ftatues of Triftram 
and Launceloc, iii. 419. 
Inscription 00 a pillar of (leel 
before the care of Love» v. 

Joust between Rinaldo and 
Ranfaldo, ii. 350. 

between Rinaldo and FIo- 
rindo, and the knights of the 
Chriftian and Pagan arihies, 

of Rinaldo with Gryphon," 

y- 580. 
Isle of Fleasv9lz defcribed, 
X. 208. Floriana carried 
thither by the enchantrefs 
Medea, after Rinaldo's flight, 

t/oln9, a Spaniih knight» with 
an Engliih knight, is joined 
by Rinaldo, ii. 78. They 
difpute about the adventure 
of the horfe Bayardo, 94. 
They fight, and Ifolero is 
worfted, 128. He agrees to 
the advice of the EngliiH 
knight, and all three go in 
fearch of the horfe Bayardo, 
1 86. ir^Iero's fraitlefs bat- 
tle with Bayardo, 236. He 
accompanies Rinaldo after the 
adventure of the horfe, and 
engages a knight, who dif- 
puted the way with him, 326 
40 the tnJs 

•»—. wiih Rinaldo meets the 
knight of the Syren, iii. i. 
Sees two beautiful equeftrian 
ilatues of Sir Triftram and Sir 
Launcelot, 391. Attempts to 
achieve the enchanted lance of 
Triftram, but is foiled, 441. 

■ with Rinaldo travelling 

along the banks of the Seine, 
fees a bark with damfels, and 
the emprefs Galarena in a 
chariot, with the ladies of her 
court, iv. I to 74* Seconds 



Rinaldo in hh attack of the 
knights that guarded the cha- 
riot ; hit valour, 177. Un- 
horfed by Malagigi ander the 
form of a ftrange knighr, 370. 
Prepares to affift him after the 
lofs of Clarice, 409. 
ho^ the brother of Clarice, ap- 
pealed to refpeAing the em« 
baiTy from Francardo to de- 
mand his filler in marriage^ 
iii. 3^S> 341* 

K. 

Knight of the Syren meets and 
attacks Rinaldo, miilaking 
him for another ; is worft. 
ed by Rinaldo, and the truth 
cleared up, iii. ii. 

■ relates to Rinaldo the in- 

jury he had fuffered from the 
other knight, io8« Theflateof 
Charlemain's camp, 170. He 
relates the loves and exploits 
of Francardo, king of Arme- 
nia, his pretenfions to Clarice, 
and embafly to demand her in 
marriage, 194/0370. 

Knight of the Tomb, found by 
Rinaldo and Florindo weeping 
over a dead lady in the mourn- 
ful wood, vii. 119. He chal- 
lenges the two knights, and ia 
overcome by Rinaldo, 143. 
Relates the dory of his love for 
Clytia, 187 to 346. Dies of 
his wound, 347. 

Knights his companions, the 
charm being diflblved by which 
they were compelled to weep 
round the tomb of Clytia, they 
recover their former (late, vii. 

Knight of the caflle entertains 
Rinaldo after his (hipwreck, 
and fttppHes him with horfe, 
arms, and fquire, x. 440. 

Knight in po/Teifion of RinaJdo's 

horfe 
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•^korfe B«ytrdo» his fword Fuf- 
beru, and the image of Cla* 
rice, X. 452. Thefe being 
challenged by Rinaldo, he re- 
fafes to reftore them, 470. Is 
defeated by Rinaldo, 476. 
Kmgbii attending on Clarice 

overcome by Rinaldo* i. c 1 1. 
Kmgbti attending the chariot of 
the emprefs Galarena, attack- 
ed and routed by Rioaldo and 
Ifolero, iv. 123. 
Knights of the Chriftian and Pa- 
gan armies challenged to jouft 
by Rinaldo and Florindo^ on- 
known» vi. 127. 
^\ts of the pavilion met to 
pay divine honours to the 
image of Clarice, are over- 
come by the united valour of 
Rinaldo and Florindo, viii. 
344 to thi end. 
Knights attending on Floriana, 
queen of Media, unhorfed by 
Rinaldo and Florindo, ix. 43. 
■ fix of thefe, fent bv their 
midrefs in purfuit of the two 
fugitive knights, are defeated, 
and return to the court with 
an account of their ill fuccefs, 
X. 27. 
Knights belonging to Mambrino, 
a party of them attacks Flo- 
rindo, and defeated with the 
affiftance of Rinaldo, xi. 472 

t9 C72» 

Knight^ wounded, gives an ac- 
count to Rinaldo of the carry- 
ing off Clarice by Mambrino, 
xii- I. 

Knights attending on M ambrino^ 
their names, arms and devices, 
xii* 147 to 261. Dreadfully 
flaughtered by Rinaldo, Flo- 
rindo, and Malagigi, 262 to 
356. 60 to the affiftance of 
their king, and by the magic 
fpell of Malagigi attack each 



other, 51s. Are terrified by a 
fupernatural fire that barfts 
out of the earth, and com- 
pelled t6 defift from farther 
hoftility, 544. 

L. 
Lance of SirTnfiram won by 

Rinaldo, iii. 391 tothttnd* 
Lanncebt and Triftram, two 

famous knights, their equef- 

trian ftatues made by Merlio, 

and their enchanted lances 

deftined for the braveft knigfa ts, 

iii. 391 to the end. 
Leiinsg a young Roman, under 

the name of Florindo (fee 

F/orindo)» 
Lion accompanies Clarillo ia 

battle, viii. 470. Killed by 

Rinaldo, 52 !• 

M. 

Malagigi appears to Rinaldo m 
the toreft of Arden, under the 
form of a pilgrim, i. xx;. 
Gives him an account of the 
wonderful horfe Bayardo, and 
of his enchantment by Alqoife, 
inftrufting the knight how to 
conquer him, 261 to 326* 

oppofes Rinaldo under the 
form of a ftrange knight in 
his flight with Clarice, 3^6. 
Unhorfes Ifolero, 370. En- 
chants the horfe Bayardo, and 
raifes a wonderful chariot out 
of the earth, in which he car* 
ries off Clarice, 389 to the end. 
comes unknown in the ap-> 
pearance of a knight to Ri- 
naldo in the valley of Defpair, 
and ukes away his horfe^ af- 
terwards reltores it, delivers 
him from the valley, and di- 
rects him to the hill of Hope» 
xu 388. 

appears again under the 

ikm# 



L 
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Came form in a boat to Rt- 
naldo, and receives him and 
Florindo on boards xii. 79. 
Gives him a foit of enchanted 
armour, and florindo a horfe, 
and accompanies them in their 
pnrfiiit of Mambrino, 99. Af- 
£fi8 their £ght with the Pa- 
gans, 304. By his fkili in 
magic he fows difcord amongft 
the Pagabs, and makes them 
torn their arms againft each 
other, 514. Raiies an en- 
chanted nre, that prevents 
them from annoying Rinaldo, 
C44* Invites the knights and 
lady to his dwelling, where 
he welcomes them, and makes 
himfelf known, 566. His 
fpeech to Rinaldo and Clarice 
perfaading them to celebrate 
their nuptials, 603. 
Mambriuo^ a king of Afia, fends 
his veifels to fcour the feas, 
and procure him female cap- 
tives ; one of them met with 
fcy Rinaldo and Florindo in the 
enchanted bark, %ho flay his 
men, and deliver the captives 
they had juft taken, viii* 180 
to 325. 

fome of his knights attack 
Florindot but are defeated by 
him and Rinaldo, xi. 489 to 

account given Rinaldo of 
his having landed, and car- 
ried off Clarice, xii. i. He is 
overtaken by Rinaldo and his 
companions, 131. His arms 
and appearance in the field, 
155. Commands his knights 
to ceafe from fighting, and 
addrefles Rinaldo, 337. His 
combat with Rinaldo, worded 
by Rinaldo, and left fenfe- 
lefs, 387/0497. 
M/dia, an enchantrefs, related to 



Floriana, prevents the queen 
from killing herfelf, x. 172. 
Carries her away in a flying 
chariot, 'and leaves her on 
an ifland called the Isle of 
PLBASuas, having cured her 
of her former pamon, 208 tp 

MerUn, the Britifli enchanter, 
four fountains made by him 
in the foreft of Arden, i. 359. 

i-«— places two equeftrian fta- 
tues in the wood, reprefenting 
the two famous knights. Sir 
Triftram and Sir Launcelot^ 
with two magic fpears, and a 
pillar with an infcription, de- 
creeing the fpears to the braved 
knights, iii. 391 tothetmd. 

Mufaust poet antd mufician,' his 
foog at the feaft prepared by 
Floriana for the reception of 
Rinaldo and Florindo* ix. 188 
tA 226, 

N. 

Namiu, his ftation in the Chrif- 

tian army, vi. 47. - 
Niohe^ her ftory worked on the 

mantle of Florindo, viii. 119* 

O. ' 

OlimJa^ princefs of Numantia« 
games inftituted in that coun- 
try, and celebrated in her 
prefence, v. 171. Beloved by 
Florindo, 201. Offended at 
his boldnefs, in having, under 
a female garb, introduced 
himfelf among the virgins, 
ihe baniihes him from her 
prefence, 329. 

Oracle of Love confulted by 
Rin»ldo and Florindo, v. 375 
/« the end^ 

Orlando, his chariider and repu« 
tation in arms, i. $9. Ex- 
cites 
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cites the jealoafy of young 
Rinaldoy 75. 

€krkmdo in the cam|> with Char- 
lemain, when Rinaldo and 
Florindo, unknown. chaU 
lenge and engage the Chrif. 
tian and Pagan knights. He 
is incited by Charlenrain to 
enter the lills with Rinaldo, 
io order to avenge the death 
of Hugo, vi. 304. Meets Ri- 
naldo. Their battle defcribed, 
J40 t9 452. The emperor 
puts an end to it, 453. His 
prefcot to RinaldOf 495. 

1 ■ ■ appears on the (Ide 'of 
Rinaldo againft the knights of 
Idaganza, xi. 220. 

P. 

Falace op Courtesv on 
Mount Paufilippo. Beauties 
of the place and the^ fur- 
rounding country defcrlbed, 
vii. 387 to 518. 

FAViLioN,roagnificent,in which 
Francardo and other knights 
offer facrifice to the image of 
Clarice, viii. 344. 

faT'-filipfo^ mount (fee Palace 
QF Courtesy.) 

R. 

IttinfaUo^ named the FIERCE, a 
kriight, bearing on his fliield 
the piflure of Love, meets 
and is challenged by Rinaldo, 
ii. 340. Is overthrown, and 
refigns his*{hield to the vidlor, 
362. Then fights with Ifolero 
to difpute the way, but is 
obliged to yield, 379 10 tht 
end, 

■ ■ account of his dif- 
courteous ufage of the knight 
of the Syren atid a lady, iii. 
91. 

MtMldo, his firft appearance a 



the poem. Hears in France 
of the great exploits of his 
coufin Orlando, i. 8f. Re- 
tires to a folitary place, and 
laments his fituation,99. S^^* 
a horfe and armour, arms 
himfelf, and fets forth ia 
fearch of adventures, %^im 
Enters the foreftof Arden,and 
meets his coufin Malagigi in 
the form of a pilgrim, from 
whom he hears an account of 
the famous horfe Bayardo, and 
is inflrufted how to tame him, 
2074 He purfues his jour- 
ney, and meets with Clarice 
in the garb of a huntrefs, 351. 
Is enamoured of her beauty, 
and accofts her, 401. At her 
infligation he encounters 
and defeats all her knights, 
481 io 602. Clarice in ad-* 
miration of his valour; he 
accompanies her to her cafiie^ 
and takes his leave, 603 f 
the end* 
Rinaldo departs from Cla- 
rice. His complaint, ii. i. 
Merts with Ifolero, a Spanifh 
jcnight, and with an Englifli 
knight. Quarrels with Ifolero 
about the adventure of Bay- 
ardo, and fights with him, 78* 
A truce is made between them 
by the Britiih knight, i66« 
Goes with the other two in or* 
der to find the cave of Bayardo, 
188. Ifolero being worded ia 
the attack of the horfe, Ri. 
naldo prepares next to en- 
counter him ; the battle de- 
fcribed, 269. He - tames 
the horfe, 310. Continues 
his way with Ifolero, aod 
meets a knight bearing the 
fhield of Love. He challenges 
him, and conquers the ibieid^ 

334* 
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RinaUo \v attacked by the 
knight of the Syren, who 
miilakes hiin for another, iii. 
I . Defeats him, and hears of 
the (late of the Chriilian camp, 
ana the account of the loves of 
Francardo, and his embafly to 
demand Clarice in marriage, 
26 to 370. Sees the equeftrian 
ilatues of Sir Triilram and Sir 
Laoncelot. He achieves the 
enchanted lance of Sir Trif- 
tram« 391 to the end, 

■ i ■ travelling with Ifolero 
along the banks of the Seine, 
he fees a bark with damfejs 
failing down the river, and a 
magnificent chariot on the 
fliore with Galarena, Clarice, 
and the other ladies of her 
court, iv. I to 86. His com- 
plaint and jealoufy, 87. With 
the affiftance of Ifolero, at- 
tacks and difperfes the knights 
that guard the chariot, 123. 
AddreiTes Galarena, and car- 
ries off Clarice by force, 266. 
Endeavours to make her fen- 
fible of bis love, 310. Is op- 
pofed in his flight by Mala- 

. gigi under the form of a 
llrange warrior, who lays a 
fpell on his horfe, and carries 
oft' Clarice in a wonderful 
manner, Rinaldo in vain at- 
tempting to purfue hipi, 356 
to the endf 

the fpell being remov- 
ed from Bayardo, Rinaldo 
purfues the chariot, but with- 
out fuccefs, v. I, He meets 
with a beautiful young (hep- 
herd, and liilens to his com- 
plaint, 65. He accofts him, 
and learns the (lory of his 
misfortunes, 127 to 348. Ac- 
companies l^im to the cave of 



Love, in order to confolt the 
oracle, 373/0 the tmd, 
Rinaldo, in company of Florin- 
do, pafTes the Alps, in or- 
der to go to the camp of 
Charleroain, and arrives in 
the plains of Afpramont, vi, i. 
Remains behind, while Flo-r 
rindo goes to the tent of the 
emperor to requed the order 
of knighthood, 61. He en^. 
counters and overcomes many 
of the knights of each army, 
157. Kills Atlas the giant, 
and wins from him the fword 
Fu(berta, 193 to 283. Kills 
Hugo, a young Chridian 
knight, beloved by Charle^ 
main, 288. Without difco- 
vering himfelf, he meets Or- 
lando, whom Charlemain had 
incited to revenge the death 
of Hugo, 336. Terrible com- 
bat between them, 348 to 452. 
Addreifed by the emperor to 
(lay the fight, and requeued 
to difcover his name, 475. 
Excufes himfelf. His prefent 
to Orlando, 517. Departs 
from the camp with Florindo, 
without difcovering himfelf, 
553 to the end. 

hears, with regret, the 
lamentation of Hugo's father 
over the body of his fon, 
vii. I to 94. Arrives in the 
mournful wood, where he fees 
feveral knights weeping over 
the tomb of a deaa lady, 9^ 
to 142. He and Florindo are 
challenged by the chief of the 
knights, who would compel 
them to drink of the magic 
waters, 143. Rinaldo en- 
gages and mortally wounds 
the knieht, 165. Hears the 
flory of his misfortanes^ 195 
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t0 346. Sees the body of 
the dead knight iniracnloufly 
inclofed in a rorob, and the 
enchantment being now wholly 
dilTolved, he and his compa- 
nion take leave of the other 
knights, 351 /o 378. Conti- 
nues his wav withFIorindo. and 
arrives in a beaatiful meadow. 
Is accoded'by two damfels, and 
invited to- the palace of Cour- 
tefy, 379 to 456. He ar- 
rives at mount Paufllippo, 
and is received by the ladies 
of the palace, 457 to 557. 
Hears an account of the foun- 
drefs, and laws of the palace, 
558 to the end. 

hears an explanation of 
the pidlures in the palace, 
viii. 9 to 102. Receives a 
prefent from the ladies of 
the palace, iii. Enters the 
enchanted bark with Florindo, 
163. Affails, with him, the 
crew of a vellel belonging to 
Mambrino, and delivers many 
knights and ladies from cap- 
tivity, 186. Takes leave of 
thefe, and returns to the bark. 
Lands with Florindo, and fees 
a magnificent pavilion erc£led, 
where a facrifice is offered to 
the image of Clarice, 326. 
Rinaldo knows the image* 
His conteft with Francardo. 
Refufes his challenge, 366. 
With Florindo engages the 
knights of the pavilion. Kills 
Clarillo, and the lion, 483. 
All the knights are defeated, 
and Rinaldo carries off the 
imagein triumph, 533 /# /it«^//. 

meets with Floriana, queen 
of Media. At her defir? 
he and Florinda jouft with 
her knightsi ix. 9 to 76, The 



queen, enamoured of his va« 
lour, invites him and Florindo 
to her court, 77. His reception 
there, 141 . Hears the foog of 
Mufaeus at the banquet, 187. 
At the requell of the queen 
he relates to her the (lory of 
the treachery ufed by Gina- 
mo to make Amon believe the 
infidelity of Beatrice ; and the 
manner how he, yet but a 
youth, afferted her honour, and 
puniihed the traitor, 235 to 
419. He is reduced by the 
allurements of the queen, and 
forgets his love for Clarice, 
480 to 588. Is warned in a 
dream to quit the court of 
Media, 620. His remorfe at 
the fight of dancer's image, 
668. Drparts with Florindo, 
684 to tbi tttd. 

is purfued by fix knights, 
fent after him by Floria- 
na. He unhorfes them aI2, 
and they return without 
fuccefs to the queen, x. 27. 
Purfues his way with Florindo 
through various lands> 240, 
Embarks in a vefie], aod is 
overtaken by a dreadful ftorin, 
254 to 353. Endeavours to 
fave himielf and Florindo in 
the boat, with his horfe, fword, 
and the image of Clarice. 
Lofes thefe. The fhip it 
wrecked. He and Florindo 
are parted, 354/0418. Swims 
to (hore, and arrives at a 
caftlf, where he is furoilhed 
with horfe and arms, 419, 
Finds a knight in poffeflion of 
his horfe, fword, and image ; 
fights with him, and recovers 
them, 452.' Purfues his jour- 
ney, and arrives at lafl in the 
plain near Paris, where Char- 

lemnia 
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lejnain and his court are en- 
camped, 529. Joails withy 
and unhorres Gryphon, who 
had challenged every knight, 
565. He difcovers himfelf to 
all the lords and ladies of the 
court. His reception, 603 to 
tbi end. 
KinaUot his diftrefs at Clarice's 
onkindnefs. Endeavours in 
vain to appeafe her, xi. 41 to 
132. Thinks to employ Al* 
da's interell with her in his 
favour, and engages Alda for 
his partner in the dance at a 
feftival given by the emperor 
and emprefs, 133 to 173. 
Contell between him and An-^ 
felmo the Ma?anzan, for her 
hand. He kills Anfelmo. 
Con fu (ion thereupon, 174 /^ 
249. He is baniflied by Char- 
lemain from the court. Again 
endeavours in vain to appeafe 
Clarice *by letter, 250 to 305. 
Leaves the court, and cafts 
his (hield into the Seine, 306* 
Arrives at the valley of De- 
fpair. The place defcribed. 
Sees the perfon of Defpair. 
Rinaldo's mifery there, 332 to 
385. Is delivered from the 
valley by Malagigi, under the 
form of a flrange knight» 386. 
Afcends the hill of Hope. 
Beauty of the place* Sees the 
perfon of Hope. His mind 
relieved, jA7 to 471. Stti a 
troop of Pagans attacking a 
fmgle knight. Goes to his 
afiiftance. The affailants are 
defeated, 472 to 572. He 
finds the ftrange knight to be 
his friend Florindo. Their 
joy at meeting, 573. Hears 
from Florindo how he was 
iaved from ihipwreck, and 



difcoveri hb parentage, 603 /a 

the end, 
RinaUo hears from one of the 
wounded Pagans the account 
of Mambrino's carrying off 
Clarice ; with Florindo goes 
in purfuit of him ; is ferried 
over a river by Malagigi in 
the fame form he appeared 
to him in the valley of De- 
fpair, xii. I to TOO. Receives 
from him a fuit of enchanted 
armour, and all three conti- 
nue the purfuit of Mambrino. 
He comes up with the Pagans* 
and fees Clarice in the mid ft 
of them, 99/0 146. Attacks 
the Pagans with great fury, 
and kills numbers, 262 to 
356. Is addrefTed by Mam- 
brino; their fight defcribed, 
357 to 485. Has the advan- 
tage of the Pagan, but is at- 
tacked by the whole force of 
the enemies, and preferved by 
the interpofitxon of Malagigi* 
who fows difcord amongft 
them. He addrefles Clarice, 
and prepares to carry her off*; 
is again feconded by Mala- 
gigi, who prevents the Pagans 
from attacking him, by raifing 
a miraculous fire from the 
earth, 486 to 555. Proceeds 
with Clarice and Florindo to 
the caftle of Malagigi, where 
the latter difcovers himfelf, 
570. By the advice of Mala- 
gigi he efpoufes Clarice, 603 
to the end. 

S. 
Sacrifice to the idol of Love, 
V. 429. 

to the image of Clarice, 
by the knightrof the pavilion, 
viii. 344. 

Seifio, 
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a Roman knight* find a 
Florindo, after he had been 
Ibipwrecked, and takes care of 
JiiiB, 6il* Difcovers him to 
be his fon« named Lelius, who 
liad been loft in his infancy, 

627* 
ShiildoF Lo¥c defcribed, won 

by Rinaldo from Ranfaldo, ii. 

344' 
Shifwreck of Rinaldo and 

Floviado> x. 397. 



defcribedt 



Stoam at Ska 
264 to 384. 

T, 
Tomb, watched by knights 
weeping over a dead ludy^ 
vit. 119. 

Trtfiram and Launcelot, their 
equeitrian flatues made \:>y 
Merlin^ aod their enchanted 
lances, defnne<i tor the brave 11 
knights, iii. 391 to tbt tnd. 
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